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FRONT  COVER
“A View of Pensacola in West Florida” is a black and white engraving
published and dedicated by George Gauld to Sir William Burnaby, rear
admiral and commander of the British fleet at Jamaica. From the British
ensigns on the vessels and the flag flying from the flagstaff, this is obviously
a picture of Pensacola during the British period. Since Gauld’s name is not
mentioned in any reference sources as an engraver, and since such a skill
is not mentioned in his book, it is unlikely that he was the engraver of
this picture, but he probably drew the sketch of the scene from which
it was made. The engraving is in the Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress.
Gauld, surveyor of the coasts of Florida, was born in 1732 at Ardbrack,
Bamffshire, and he was educated at King’s College, Aberdeen. In 1763 he was
appointed to make a survey of all newly acquired English territory in the
West Indies, and in March of the following year he sailed aboard the Tartar
for Jamaica to join Burnaby’s fleet. In August 1764 he accompanied Sir
John Lindsay to Pensacola and he may have made a sketch of the harbor
at that time. He was a friend of Philip Pittman, author of The Present
State of the European Settlements on the Mississippi . . . (1770), and Thomas
Hutchins whose An Historical Narrative and Topogaphical Description of
Louisiana, and West-Florida was published in 1784. They helped him draft
charts and plans of West Florida. Gauld’s unpublished “General Description
of the Sea-Coast, Harbours, Lakes, Rivers, &ca. of The Province of West
Florida, 1769,” is in the American Philosophical Society Archives, Philadel-
phia. His charts appeared in the Atlantic Neptune (1780), and his surveys
of the Caribbean and Florida coasts were published in London by William
Faden in 1790 and 1796. Gauld was a volunteer during the seige of Pensacola
in 1781. He was taken as a prisoner, first to Havana and then to New York;
he died in London, June 8, 1782, at the age of fifty, a few months after his
return to England. He is buried in the cemetery of the Tottenham Court
Road Chapel.
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VAN BRUNT’S STORE, IAMONIA, FLORIDA,
1902-1911
by CLIFTON L. PAISLEY*
NOT UNTIL JUST  before World War II did Leon become anurban county. Tallahassee always had been the only real
town in the county, and for more than a century it had been
a fairly small community. The 1940 census showed that for the
first time more than half the county’s population, 16,240 of the
31,646 persons, lived in Tallahassee. The city’s growth since
World War II has turned Leon into one of Florida’s most urban
counties. Before that time it shared with its four neighboring
counties-Jackson, Gadsden, Jefferson, and Madison-the char-
acteristics of being rural, agricultural, and, for the most part,
black. Even in 1940 Leon was part of the “black belt” of nearly
200 counties extending from Virginia to Texas, with a popula-
tion of 16,106 blacks and 15,540 whites. 1
At the turn of the twentieth century, Leon County was
almost totally rural, agricultural, and Negro; the 1900 census
listed 3,886 whites and 15,999 blacks. There were 2,981 persons
living in Tallahassee, an increase of forty-seven in ten years,
out of a total county population of 19,887. The county seat
and state capital shared with several crossroads communities-
Miccosukee, Chaires, Woodville, and other smaller ones-the
trade of a large rural, and overwhelmingly black, population
of farmers.
Iamonia, eighteen miles north of Tallahassee on the Thomas-
ville Road, and a mile south of the Georgia line, was such a
crossroads community when R. F. Van Brunt opened his country
store there in 1902. At the junction of Thomasville and Merid-
ian roads, 2 the community took its name from nearby Lake
* Mr. Paisley is research editor, Office of the Graduate Dean and Director
of Research, Florida State University.
1. Arthur F. Raper,  Preface To Peasantry: A Tale of  Two Black Belt
Counties (Chapel Hill, 1936), 3-7.
2. Interview with Mrs. Jack Gregory, Quincy, July 5, 1969. Mrs. Gregory,
Bessie Van Brunt, was the daughter of R. F. Van Brunt. Meridian
Road is not to be confused with the Meridian Road leading northward
[ 353 ]
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Iamonia. Called Hiamonee by the Indians, the lake gained a
reputation among early white settlers for being a good place
to hunt wood duck. 3 John Lee Williams, one of the two com-
missioners who selected Tallahassee as the site for the territorial
capital, reported in 1827 that the lake contained “a great num-
ber of fish,” a reputation which has continued until recent
times. 4 Between 1902 and -1911, when Van Brunt’s store was
in operation, the open water portion near the eastern end of
the lake was a favorite picnic spot, and every Fourth of July
people from Tallahassee and Thomasville flocked to what they
called “The Basin.” 5
The area around Lake Iamonia was predominantly agricul-
tural. These rolling uplands were much favored for cotton
growing by antebellum planters who used the lake margins to
graze cattle. Leon, by 1860, was the largest county in Florida
and the most agricultural; its cotton production of 16,686 bales
even exceeded that of all but seven Georgia counties. Williams
in his 1827 account described the Lake Iamonia area as “gen-
erally good land.” Some of the county’s largest and most pros-
perous plantations were established there. An 1851 visitor
described Robert W. Williams, who was farming on the south
shore of the lake, as one of Florida’s most scientific planters.
In 1860 such big cotton planters as Edward Bradford, with a
production of 225 bales, William Lester (300 bales), and Fred-
eric R. Cotten (825 bales) had adjoining acreages on the south
shore of Lake Iamonia, and Dr. G. W. Holland produced 225
bales on his north shore plantation. 6
Richard Van Brunt bought some 1,000 acres on the north
from Tallahassee. The road from Iamonia, now called State Highway
12, joins the other Meridian Road in a neighborhood which at one
time was called Meridian.
3. Ellen Call Long, Florida Breezes, or Florida, New and Old (Jackson-
ville, 1883; facsimile edition, Gainesville, 1962), 224.
4. John Lee Williams, A View of West Florida (Philadelphia, 1827), 25;
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, “Fish and Fishing in
Leon and Gadsden Counties, Florida” (Tallahassee, 1955), 7. In 1955
the commission noted that pickerel weighing within a pound of the
world’s record for rod and reel had been taken from Iamonia’s waters
although open water covered only 200 of the 5,344 acres. The rest was
swampland and shallows clogged with lotus pads.
5. Interview with Mrs. Gregory, July 5, 1969.
6. Clifton Paisley, From Cotton To Quail: An Agricultural Chronicle of
Leon County, Florida, 1860-1967 (Gainesville, 1968), 1-12; Williams,
A View of West Florida, 25.
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side of the lake in 1836 and 1837, 7 and although much of this
acreage subsequently became part of the Holland place, about
300 remained in the Van Brunt family. A son, R. F., was born
there in 1862. He worked in a Tallahassee mercantile estab-
lishment and then for a time farmed the home place just three
miles west of the Iamonia crossroads. Van Brunt rented the
building that he used as his store from Dr. W. F. Robertson.
Strickland’s, another country store, was two miles west on
Meridian Road, but there was business enough for two mer-
chants. The Robertson’s was one of several old established
families that became customers of Van Brunt. Others included
Andrew Manning, who lived a few miles south of Dr. Robertson,
W. T. Bannerman on the western edge of the lake, and the Cro-
marties, and Dr. J. A. Anders. These families provided substan-
tial store accounts, but most of the customers were black, who
greatly outnumbered the white population in the Iamonia area
in 1902. 8
During its heyday, between 1865 and 1915, the southern
country store “was more than a place where merchandise was
sold; it was, in fact, a community clearing house.” 9 Van Brunt’s
store was no exception, and its customers came not only to trade
-which might be only for a ten-cent box of snuff-but to socialize
and to pass the time of day on the two long benches across
its ample porch, bargain for tenant contracts, and collect their
mail at the small caged-in postoffice inside the store. The mail
rig arrived daily, coming one day from Thomasville and return-
ing the next day from Tallahassee. Since Van Brunt was
also Iamonia’s postmaster, supervised two farms, and travelled
to Thomasville occasionally on a buying trip or to trade cotton,
he needed help in the store and he employed a clerk. He had
sleeping quarters in a rear room next to a large storage area
7. Leon County Deed Records, Book E, 425, and passim.
8. Interview with Mrs. Gregory, July 5, 1969. Although a mere cross-
roads, the Iamonia community’s history goes back to the period prior to
the Civil War. Dr. Edward Bradford’s daughter, Susan Branch Brad-
ford, entered Iamonia Female Seminary at the age of seven; Strick-
land’s School, near the store of the same name, carried on this educa-
tional tradition. See Susan Bradford Eppes, Through Some Eventful
Years (Macon, Georgia, 1926; facsimile edition, Gainesville, 1968), 43.
Mrs. Gregory began her education at Strickland’s School.
9. Thomas D. Clark, Pills, Petticoats, and Plows: The Southern Country
Store (Indianapolis, 1944), 11.
9
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where merchandise was kept. A fireplace was the only heating
unit for the frame building. 10
A ledger, several daybooks, and a stockbook from the Van
Brunt enterprise mirror the life and economic arrangements
of the time. 11 The entries, many in the storekeeper’s own hand-
writing, showed that the store not only fed and clothed its
customers, but it also bought their produce and carried most of
them on credit for months at a time. The country around Lake
Iamonia was in transition at this time. Before the Civil War
it had been a part of Leon County’s booming cotton plantation
economy, but it had now fallen upon bad times with tenantry
and primitive farming methods wearing out the soil, and most
of the population had a difficult time making a living. The area
was no longer a part of the “Cotton Kingdom” as it had been
in the past; it was becoming part of a new domain, the “Quail
Kingdom.” Wealthy northerners were buying up the old plan-
tations at deflated prices and turning them into large “game
plantations” where they could live and hunt during the winter.
Quail rather than corn and cotton was becoming the principal
crop. 12
By 1900 Leon’s once sizable cotton plantations had been
fragmented into 2,428 farms, eighty per cent of them operated
by Negroes. Only 452 were operated by full owners and 149 by
part owners. Cash tenants worked 1,682 of the farms, and ninety-
three were worked on shares. Cotton continued to be the princi-
pal cash crop and 24,791 acres were devoted to it, although
production was only 6,601 bales. Corn was planted on 44,501
acres, and production, just short of that in 1860, was 411,580
Interview with Mrs. Gregory, July 5, 1969. The last to hold the clerk’s
job, according to her recollection, was Eugene Cromartie. For a time,
about 1909-1910, his younger brother, Grady, assisted as clerk and on
Saturdays Johnny Green and Andrew Sessions helped wait on the heavy
trade. Interview with Grady C. Cromartie, January 23, 1970.
A stock book covering the years 1902, 1903, and 1907, a ledger for 1904
and daybooks for part or all of the years 1904, 1905, 1906, 1908, 1909,
1910, and 1911 were recovered at the house of the late Miss Annie Bond
in Lloyd, Florida, in April 1969. After finding several in a trash pile
at the rear of the house and a few inside the house. the author obtained
permission from Mr. and Mrs. Thomas O. Bond to examine them and
turn them over to a research library. Dr. and Mrs. William D. Miller,
sister and brother-in-law of Mrs. Bond, who were soon to take posses-
sion of the house and renovate it for their home, concurred in this
disposition of materials, and the Van Brunt store books are now in the
Robert Manning Strozier Library, Florida State University, Tallahassee.
Paisley, From Cotton to Quail, 74-97.
10
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From Cotton to Quail: An Agricultural Chronicle of Leon County, Florida,
1860-1967, by Clifton L. Paisley. Reproduced by permission of the University
of Florida Press.
bushels. Although Leon was Florida’s leading dairy county in
1900, the prevailing agriculture was patchfarming of corn and
cotton, and the economic level of most farmers was barely
above subsistence. 13
Entries in the Van Brunt daybooks, reflecting the purchase
of many farm implements as the plowing season arrived, show
that farm technology had advanced very little if at all since the
1880s when a correspondent of the census bureau reported that
bull tongue plows and scooters typically were used to plow Leon
County cotton land. 14 It is doubtful, in fact, whether it had
improved since antebellum times when, according to one writer,
only the less progressive farms in the South used bull tongues,
shovels, and scooters for ground-breaking and sweeps for clear-
ing out the weeds between cotton rows. 15 The pages of the Van
Brunt books are filled with purchase records of bull tongues,
shovels, scooters, and sweeps. One of the more primitive of the
turning plows used in Leon County was the “twister,” and it is
evident from the purchase of both plow “points” and “wings”
13. Ibid., 61, 64-65.
14. Ibid., 34.
15. Lewis C. Gray, History of Agriculture in the Southern United States to
1860, 2 vols. (Washington, 1933), II, 795-97.
11
Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 48, Number 4
Published by STARS, 1969
358 FLORIDA  HISTORICAL  QUARTERLY
in the early part of the plowing season that this type was favored
for ground-breaking. Designed for such use probably was the
Avery stock on sale in Van Brunt’s store for $1.25 or $1.35 in
1909. A better turning plow which was coming to the fore at
this time was the Dixie Boy, and the Van Brunt records show
that this was the most sophisticated and expensive plow in
general demand. The Dixie sold for $2.50 in the 1906-1909
period, but it increased to $3.75 in 1910. 16
Frequently it was only plow parts, and particularly the
inexpensive plow points or detachable shares, which a farmer
needed. January saw the beginning of such purchases. For
instance, Jim Fisher on January 16, 1909, bought two single-
trees, sixty cents; two pair of plow lines, sixty cents; a wing,
twenty-five cents; a bar, ten cents; a point, ten cents; a clevice,
ten cents; bolts, five cents; and two collars, $1.20. Wide shovels
and narrower bull tongues were in demand as plow points early
in the plowing season along with complete plow stocks. Scooters,
which are shorter than the bull tongues and narrower than the
shovels, were bought during the cultivating season, along with
V-shaped sweeps coming in sizes from a few to more than twenty
inches wide. In the late spring of 1909 there was a good demand
for “gophers,” at thirty, forty, and fifty cents apiece. Purchase
of cultivating equipment continued into June, and all through
the spring farming season there were sales of many collars, plow
lines, clevices, handles, bolts, hames, and backbands. 17
There is no indication anywhere in the accounts that plow-
ing had progressed beyond the one-horse variety in that area.
Four scooters for sixty cents and four shovels for $1.00 were the
cash purchases of W. F. Quarterman on February 27, 1904.
This was probably one year’s needs on a single, small plantation.
16. The store books cited, unless otherwise specified, are the 1904 ledger
and the daybooks for the other years. According to John Anderson,
eighty-nine year-old Negro farmer and landowner in the Centerville
community, and his son, Major, the first turning plow to be used was
the twister, followed by the considerably improved Dixie Boy. The
Chattanooga was an improved model, and this was followed by the
Oliver. The Andersons have two one-horse Olivers and a larger two-
horse Oliver, but they still use bull tongues and shovels for some
cultivating chores. Interview with John Anderson and his son, Center-
ville, August 2, 1969.
17. John M. Joyner, who has a store on the Thomasville Road five miles
into Georgia, has a museum of old farm implements. In addition to
several of the plows mentioned, he has a middle buster, a widely-used
plow which he said began to be utilized in this area about 1909.
12
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Napoleon Hester bought a shovel for ninety cents on March 14,
1904; later that month he purchased two plow beams for fifty
cents each. Only rarely does one see in the records any reference
to a plow-maker whose name would be familiar in the midwest
or the plains states. There was an entry, however, on March
22, 1910, for the sale of an Oliver point to G. T. Brown, Sr., for
forty cents. A heavy purchase by Clement A. Griscom’s Horse-
shoe Plantation on the south side of Lake Iamonia on May 3,
1910, included wider than usual sweeps: six twenty-two-inch
sweeps for $4.50; four twenty-inch sweeps for $2.40; and six
sixteen-inch sweeps for $2.40. Griscom also bought two plow-
stocks for $2.40, lap rings for ten cents, heel pins for twenty cents,
and two scooters for thirty cents.
Farmers with no cotton seed to plant bought seed at thirty-
five cents a bushel in 1904. George Nix ordered five bushels
on April 29, possibly to replant washed-out acreage. On Sep-
tember 26, 1904, Nix received jute bagging and metal ties to
bale his cotton, paying ninety cents for a “set of B & T.” On
October 13 he bought another set, and now the price was $1.10.
The number of B & T’s ordered during the late summer and
fall indicated the number of bales of a farmer’s crop, and for
tenants this seldom totaled more than three bales and often it
was less. Pleas Blacksher bought three sets for $3.40 on Septem-
ber 2, 1904. Mats Blacksher one for $1.25 on October 13, 1904,
and another for ninety cents on November 29.
Corn was grown throughout the area, but the amount pur-
chased from Van Brunt’s indicated that it was frequently in
short supply. The price varied between fifty cents and $1.00
a bushel in 1904. On June 2, Jim Franklin paid $7.00 for seven
bushels, but on July 15, with the summer crop in, he paid only
$2.40 for five bushels. Meat was in demand also at the store,
principally salt  pork at  ten cents a pound. It  is  doubtful
whether more than a few farmers raised the pork they consumed.
Sugar, lard, coffee, syrup, and rice were fast-moving staples in
1905, and the store was doing an increasing business in flour,
selling a bag for forty cents and a barrel for $5.90. Flour was
an even more popular item in 1910, in sixty-cent and $1.20 bags.
If Van Brunt’s store fed a considerable number of its cus-
tomers, it clothed practically all of them. Although the store
usually was off-limits for the storekeeper’s children, the arrival
13
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of a new shipment of checks, ginghams, and bright calicos,
following the visit by a drummer, was a moment of enthusiastic
interest for the Van Brunt family, which lived next door to the
store. 18 It was also an exciting time for customers when the
bolts of cloth moved out onto the counters. The colors and
designs seen first in the Iamonia store later showed up on backs
and heads at church meetings, on the roads, and in the fields.
A typical entry is the one for July 21, 1904: Napoleon Hester,
merchandise by wife, ten yards of gingham, $1.00; five yards of
duck, thirty cents; spool of cotton thread, five cents; braid, five
cents; seventeen yards of lawn, eighty-five cents; three and one
half yards of lawn and one bit, forty cents. Lile Aikin on Decem-
ber 24, purchased some cloth for what probably was an ambitious
Christmas project: eight yards of worsted for $1.20 and eight
yards of lining for forty cents. Heavy purchases of material
were most frequently made in the winter, after the cotton crop
was in and when credit was more plentiful.
One’s eyes smart at the thought of the long hours of sewing
ahead for the womenfolk in the household of Grant Brinson after
these purchases on January 25, 1906: thirty-two yards homespun,
$9.02; thirty yards calico, $3.00; thread, fifteen cents; and twenty
yards bed tick, $2.20. On January 29, 1906, R. E. Atkinson
secured ninety-seven yards bleach, $4.85; three and one half
yards damask, $1.30; twenty yards percale, $2.50; twelve and one
half yards bleach, $1.00; twenty yards silks, $2.10; thirteen yards
denim, $1.30; four yards ribbon, sixty cents; thread, twenty-five
cents; thimble, five cents; and ribbon, ten cents. A. Hadley on
January 10, 1906, ordered sixty yards gingham, $5.40; twenty-
five yards calico, $1.50; twenty yards calico, $1.80; twenty-four
yards homespun, $2.40; twenty-three yards calico, $1.15; five
spools thread, twenty-five cents; and needles, five cents.
Many clothing items sold in the store were ready-made. On
October 17, 1904, Mats Blacksher bought a pair of shoes for
$1.40, two pair of overalls for $2.00, and a pair of leggins for
seventy-five cents. Hats ranged in price from ten or twenty-five
cents to $1.50. The most expensive clothing item of all in 1904
was a suit, $6.00, and several. were sold around Christmas time.
This season of year also saw the sale of several women’s skirts:
Lula Young paid $3.00 for one on December 20, 1904; James
18. Interview with Mrs. Gregory, July 5, 1969.
14
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A photograph of R. F. Van Brunt
taken in the spring of 1910. He is
holding his son Richard. (Courtesy
of Mrs. Marcia Van Brunt, Talla-
hassee).
Grady C. Cromartie of Tallahas-
see who was a clerk in the Van
Brunt store around 1908. He stands
beside the grave of R. F. Van Brunt
on the Van Brunt place. (January
1970). 
“Strickland School,” the one-room, one-teacher school for the Iamonia com-
munity. The teacher, Mrs. Louise Strickland, presides at a picnic for patrons
on the last day the school was in session, May 1950. It had only seven pupils
when it closed.
15
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McCoy bought three skirts for $7.00 on November 22, but later
returned one, receiving $2.35 credit. Shoes were available at
from $1.25 to $3.50 a pair in 1904. The store owner’s son later
recalled the heavy sale of shoes, generally when the crops were
in and the accounts paid: “After the settlement, the farmer
usually bought such items as a pair of yellow shoes and clothes
for his kids. The end of the day was spent satisfying the inner
man with sardines, crackers, and cheese. He departed for home
on his bare feet with his shoes tucked securely under his arm.” 19
The stock book records 164 pairs of shoes available for sale in
1902.
In 1905 a pair of stockings could be bought for ten or
twenty-five cents; an undervest cost ten cents but an osnaburg
vest sold for fifty cents; a pair of drawers was fifty cents, and a
jacket cost the same. A pair of pants sold for $1.50, and sus-
penders twenty-five cents. Most frequently the customers, both
black and white, divided their purchases between cloth and
ready-made clothing. The store had increased its variety of yard
goods by 1909, as indicated by the following sales: six yards
lining, sixty cents; six yards bleach, thirty cents; three yards
denim, forty cents; sixty yards homespun, $4.80; three yards
duck, seventy-five cents; three yards percale, forty-five cents;
eighteen yards bed tick, $2.70; five yards table cloth, $2.50; four
yards gingham, thirty-two cents; twelve yards satin, $1.80; twenty
yards silk, $5.00; eight yards Indian head, $1.20; five yards lawn,
seventy-five cents; twenty-four yards chambray, $2.40; five yards
linen, seventy-five cents; sixteen yards calico, $1.28; three yards
muslin, thirty-eight cents; and seventeen yards organdy, $2.15.
The store did a brisk business in such “luxury” items as
candy, cigars, cheroots, plugs of tobacco, and snuff. Ten cents
19. Letter from Major General Rinaldo Van Brunt to author, June 5, 1969.
Educated at West Point, Van Brunt was chief of staff of the Eighty-third
Infantry Division in 1942-1943, the Twenty-first Corps in 1944-1945,
and the First Corps in Korea in 1950-1951. He was deputy commanding
general of the Second Army when he retired from the military in 1962
and became director of civil defense for Maryland. When queried
about his father’s store, Van Brunt referred the author to his older
sister, Mrs. Gregory, who, he said, remembered much more about it.
General Van Brunt and Mrs. Gregory are the son and daughter of
Van Brunt by his first wife, Annie May Anders, whom he married in
1892. She died shortly before he opened the store, and in 1905, he
married Kate Bond. One child of this second marriage survives, Dr.
William O. Van Brunt, a dentist at Clearwater.
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was, the price of a sack of tobacco in 1905, a pound cost forty
cents and a pipe twenty-five cents. Rare sales during 1910 were
an entire box of cheroots for $3.85 and a box of candy for $4.25.
Soda water was available in several flavors-strawberry, lemon,
ginger ale. It was cooled with ice brought in from Thomasville
which was kept in an icebox; sawdust was packed around the ice
to keep it from melting too rapidly. 20 The store stayed open even
on holidays like the Fourth of July and Christmas when candy
sales were heavier than usual. Oranges and nuts occasionally
were sold at Christmas time. Some of the heaviest trading oc-
curred on May 20, a day celebrated by Negroes throughout the
area as Emancipation Day. 21 On May 20, 1909, forty-seven
customers passed through the Van Brunt store, four of them
purchasing a crate of soda water costing $2.60, and one buying
twenty pounds of candy-confections which likely were destined
for an Emancipation Day picnic.
Guns and ammunition were also very much in demand. In
1904 a shotgun-probably a breach-loading, single barrel gun-
could be purchased for $4.00, and a box of shells for forty-five
cents. Few male customers failed to buy at least one box of
shells sometime during the year. Occasionally a box of cartridges
sold for eighty-five cents. The first chill of autumn brought a
heavy business in guns and ammunition. Around Thanksgiving
Day, 1904, Elias Brinson was in the store twice to purchase three
boxes of shells. The only purchase made by James McCoy on
October 31, besides shells, was a box of snuff for ten cents.
William Pappy bought a gun and shells for $4.15 on September
22, and Norman Garland a gun for $4.00 on November 19.
Jerry Nash secured ten boxes of shells and three boxes of car-
tridges between March 6 and December 31, 1904, although his
total purcases in the store amounted to only $15.39. Leggins,
evidently used in hunting, sold heavily for seventy-five cents a
pair in the fall.
Excellent hunting and fishing and the winter climate had
20. Letter, Mrs. Gregory to author, July 10, 1969.
21. Paisley, From Cotton to Quail, 29-30. Florida was formally surrendered
to Federal troops on May 20, 1865. Even in recent times it has some-
times been observed as a holiday. In former times farming operations
came to a halt and big picnics were held at the churches, one of the
largest being at Hickory Hill Church near the Beadel plantation en-
trance. Interview with Grady C. Cromartie, January 23, 1970.
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begun to attract wealthy northerners to the Lake Iamonia area
who were buying up the old cotton lands about the time that
Van Brunt opened his store. Thomasville, Georgia, a winter
resort during the 1870s and 1880s and the terminus of a rail
system connecting with the northeast and midwest, became the
hub of a complex of game plantations which eventually covered
large areas of Thomas and Grady counties, Georgia, and Leon
and Jefferson counties, Florida. Edward Beadel, a New York
architect, was the first game plantation owner to enter Leon
County by way of Thomasville. In 1895 he bought 2,200 acres
on the north shore of Lake Iamonia, much of it part of the old
Holland place, and named it Tall Timbers Plantation. 22  For
several years before opening his store, Van Brunt had taken
care of Tall Timbers Plantation, which adjoined his own farm
on the west, for Beadel, who ordinarily spent only about three
months each winter in Leon County. Beadel had an account at
the store, and his purchases there reflect the economic impact
of the quail-hunting newcomers. Beadel bought farm supplies
and substantial amounts of building supplies at the store, hired
labor for special jobs on the plantation through the store ac-
count, and made a variety of other purchases. Entries in the
daybook for November 20, 1905, and afterward, showed weekly
purchases of gasoline-frequently in five-gallon lots at twenty-
five cents a gallon-a commodity so unfamiliar that it was mis-
spelled “gassolin.” 23 In December 1905, the daybook shows a
debit for Beadel for eighty-eight chickens, $17.60; ten turkeys,
$14.25; and “charity,” $39.00.
Another of the game planters who made sizable purchases
at the Van Brunt store was Clement A. Griscom of Philadelphia,
who, in 1901, began consolidating the cottonlands along the
south shore of Lake Iamonia into Horseshoe Plantation, which
eventually covered 10,000 acres. 24 Typical of Griscom’s purchases
were the ones on January 21, 1910: seven chickens, $1.00; three
hens, ninety cents; twenty-three dozen eggs, $5.75; and two
turkeys, $2.00. Still another large customer was Sydney E.
22. Ibid., 77-79.
23. Mrs. Gregory does not recall sales of gasoline at the store nor does
she recall Beadel having an automobile. She remembers that he trav-
eled in a buggy and that the Beadel buggies could be identified by
their yellow wheels.
24. Paisley, From Cotton to Quail, 79-80.
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Hutchinson, also of Philadelphia. In 1910 he began a series of
land purchases around Foshalee Slough, which became Foshalee
Plantation. 25 He was trading at the Van Brunt store as early
as 1909, when he twice ordered 100 pounds of beef, costing
$6.50. In 1911 he made a series of purchases for a house he was
constructing, buying $46.35 worth of shingles and paying $9.90
to haul the shingles on October 3. In November he ordered
$47.70 in labor on the house, and purchased $54.86 worth of
lumber. Accounts such as Beadel’s, Griscom’s and Hutchinson’s
were welcome at the Van Brunt store, which did largely a credit
business, because a purchase was usually followed shortly by a
check or by a cash payment. On some occasions Van Brunt also
got the county’s business. In December 1909, and January 1910,
for instance, he sold corn to Leon County in quantities of
seventy-five, 160, 165, and 100 bushels at fifty cents a bushel.
Among the items in the store in the winter of 1905-1906 were
lanterns at sixty cents each; lantern chimneys, fifteen cents; axes,
seventy-five cents; axe handles, twenty-five cents; whips, twenty-
five cents; and locks, dippers, and pitchforks, fifty cents a piece.
A tooth brush cost ten cents, a slate, ten cents, and a pencil, five
cents. “K-oil” always was in stock, usually for twenty cents a
gallon. Several umbrellas sold at seventy-five cents and $1.25 a
piece in 1910, and in 1911, shoe polish and talcum powder were
available for ten cents each. The store did a fairly good business
in saddles in 1911; one sold for $7.00, another for $7.50, and a
third for $12.00. A cook stove cost $15.00. When Van Brunt
did not have an item in stock, he tried to secure it from Thomas-
ville, or he attempted to order it elsewhere. An entry for Janu-
ary 11, 1909, reads: “Order Handy Walker an accordion, price
$2.63.” He sold a wagon to Jim Fisbee for $58.00 on September
4, 1911, and another to Jim Blair for $63.00 on September 25.
On November 2, 1904, he sold a buggy to Henry Hancock for
$30.00, and on October 3, 1905, Ben Davis purchased a coffin
for $12.50.
Medicine was a luxury nearly everyone tried to afford if he
had the “misery,” and Van Brunt sold a lot of it. Among the
medical items available for sale in 1904 were liver regulators,
“666,” eye water, “Black Draught,” cough syrup, paregoric, and
25. Ibid., 83.
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liniment. The price was usually twenty-five cents a bottle for
each. Liniment was particularly in demand during the cotton
chopping and picking seasons. The store sold some laudanum
but apparently only in small quantities and not very often.
Calomel and quinine were available in ten cent bottles in 1905,
and so was sulphur. Turpentine was another remedy frequently
sold. Something called “hot tonic” was available at fifty cents.
In 1910 something identified only as “medicine” on the day-
book sold at $1.00 a bottle, and some customers ordered two
bottles.
A few customers paid by cash or check through the year, but
most of the business was on credit and accounts were usually
not cleared until the close of the year. A litle cash was some-
times paid during the year, or labor or produce were exchanged
for merchandise. Everyone was expected to settle up by the end
of the year, however, and sometimes there was an entry for
interest on a delinquent account. Hamp Shatton made his first
1904 purchase on April 30, and was billed $9.73 for an unpaid
account brought over from 1903 along with eighty cents in
interest. Mathis Hardy was charged thirty cents interest on
April 1, 1904, on $3.98 in merchandise purchased the previous
year. Entries in the 1908 daybook show that on some occasions
Van Brunt entered justice of the peace court to attach the prop-
erty of a delinquent customer.
Small debts carried over into the new year were sometimes
paid off with labor. Thus, on January 4, 1905, Sam Young
worked out eighty cents of Mary Young’s debt, leaving sixty-
five cents unpaid; on January 18, 1905, Nancy Hester settled her
account with seventy-five cents worth of labor. Some customers
earned varying amounts which were credited on their accounts
by hauling cotton to market in Thomasville. Henderson Jones
earned $4.24 for hauling on December 8, 1904, and Frank Bry-
ant $5.40 on December 7. Other customers paid their bills with
produce, supplying a few bushels of corn or oats, eggs, a few
hundred pounds of hay, or some bundles of fodder. In one
instance, three ducks were credited. Baskets, apparently made
by some customers, were sold to the store at twenty-five cents
each and were resold probably to hold cotton. The universal
commodity which was used to settle accounts, however, was
cotton, and cotton ginning time saw the yard around Van
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Brunt’s store fill up with bales of cotton, which then were hauled
off to Thomasville, Cairo, or Metcalf, Georgia. Three or four
wagonloads were shipped at one time, and usually the store-
keeper himself went along in his buggy. 26
One of the larger cotton growers among Van Brunt’s cus-
tomers was Charlie Ford, who often was the first one in the store
in January to buy farm equipment for the year. On January 7,
1909, he ordered a pair of plow handles, one beam, four bolts,
two clevices, and two curry combs. On March 24 he secured two
plow points; two days later he got two hoes; and the following
day a shovel. Ford also had to buy five sets of bagging and ties
for a total of $4.25, but he was able to bring in $142.40 worth
of cotton. He ended the year in a very healthy condition so far
as his Van Brunt account was concerned; he had purchased
$54.30 in merchandise and he had earned $45.85 by hauling
cotton for the store. Ford was in the store again on January 8,
1910, to buy better plowing equipment: a Dixie plow for $3.75;
two singletrees, seventy cents; three pair lines, $1.05; two plow
points, twenty cents; lap links, ten cents; a back band, thirty-
five cents; three pads, $1.35; a pair of hames, seventy-five cents;
and a pair of traces, seventy-five cents. He returned the next day
for a sixty-cent collar, a ten-cent bit, and a twenty-cent curry
comb. Few were able to match Ford in cotton growing or in
his favorable store balance. The account of Randal Hayes in
1909 shows only $48.00 worth of cotton brought in, and that
of Byrd Isham none at all, although the latter paid some cash at
the year’s end, indicating that he may have marketed his crop
elsewhere. His store account showed $35.60 for purchases of
corn at scarcity prices during the year. Van Brunt did a land
office business in bagging and ties during the late summer and
fall of 1911, and he took in a record amount of cotton, just over
100 bales valued at $3,804.56. 27 In that year he offered six cents
a pound for cotton seed and secured large quantities of this also.
He paid several of his customers to haul the seed and cotton to
Thomasville.
Van Brunt’s cotton business had become so large by this
time that he decided to close down the Iamonia store and open
one at Miccosukee in the northeastern part of the county. The
26. Interview with Mrs. Gregory, July 5, 1969.
27. Computation from the 1911 daybook.
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latter community had the advantage of being on the Florida
Central Railroad, the newly-built rail line, which connected a
considerable farming territory in eastern Leon County, along
with the communities of Capitola and Miccosukee, with Thomas-
ville. Van Brunt could ship his cotton from Miccosukee instead
of hauling it as he had been forced to do from Iamonia. For
some time he had advocated construction of a line through the
central part of Leon County, including Iamonia, to connect with
Thomasville. This idea, the dream of Tallahasseans since the
1870s, had never materialized. The Florida Central even for a
time had passenger service, and travelers could board a coach at
Miccosukee, transfer to the Seaboard Airline at Capitola, and
travel on to Tallahassee. 28
Van Brunt opened his new store at Miccosukee in January
1912. Although he continued to trade in cotton, this commodity
was on a decline in Leon County. Production in 1900 was 6,440
bales; by 1915, it was an estimated 3,600 bales; and in July 1916,
with the boll weevil on the scene in Leon County, production
declined still further. The acreage around Miccosukee shortly
followed the same path as the land around Iamonia, moving into
big game plantations. Governor Walter E. Edge of New Jersey
began his purchases in the area, and in 1913 Lewis S. Thompson
of Red Bank, New Jersey, began the development of Sunny Hill
Plantation which covered about 20,000 acres. A dozen game
plantations eventually embraced about 100,000 acres of Leon
County, and raising quail for winter hunts became the most
important agricultural enterprise of the area. 29  R. F. Van
Brunt did not live to see all of this, however. He died on Decem-
ber 29, 1914, and was buried in the family cemetery on the
Van Brunt place. 30
28. Interview with Mrs. Gregory, July 5, 1969.
29. Paisley, From Cotton to Quail, 38, 83, 87-88.
30. Interview with Mrs. Gregory, July 5, 1969. There is still a large rural
population in the county and there are still many country stores. The
Van Brunt building at Iamonia continued to be used as a store for
some years, but it has since been demolished. Across the road from the
site, on the north side of Highway 12, are three business enterprises
including a store. One of the largest country stores is Bradley’s at
Moccasin Gap a few miles west of Miccosukee. According to L. E.
Bradley, Sr., the proprietor, it has operated since the 1920s and presently
(1970) does an annual business of around $100,000. Bradley says he
cashes several thousand dollars in relief checks - the present-day counter-
part of cotton bales - every month.
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THE CALOOSAHATCHEE MASSACRE:
ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN THE SECOND
SEMINOLE WAR
by GEORGE R. ADAMS *
RECENT SCHOLARSHIP has put the Second Seminole War in itsproper place as one of the most dramatic episodes in the
period of Indian removal. The war was the longest, most ex-
pensive and most exhausting Indian conflict of the era. Hostili-
ties lasted from 1835 to 1842, and cost an estimated $40,000,000
while over 1,400 regular army troops and an indeterminable
number of militiamen, civilians, and Indians lost their lives in
the swamps and wilderness of Florida. 1 Guerrilla tactics, atroci-
ties, almost continual negotiation, generally undistinguished mil-
itary activity, frequent change of command, and conflict between
civilian and military authorities characterized the struggle.
At one point in the war, early 1839, federal sentiment for
relaxing the Seminole removal policy prompted the negotiation
of an armistice allowing the Indians to remain in southern
Florida. Concluded in May at Fort King in north central Flor-
ida, the agreement was not intended to be permanent, but the
government hoped it would calm the Florida situation and
lead to peaceful removal. Unfortunately for the federal plan,
citizens of Florida rejected even the prospect of a Seminole
reservation in the territory. This attitude and a lack of Indian
unity helped nullify the Fort King agreement. The most im-
portant single incident in the breakdown of the temporary
peace, however, was the Caloosahatchee massacre, the defeat of a
detachment of dragoons on July 23, 1839, on the shore of the
Caloosahatchee River. Occurring during a truce, the attack and
accompanying Seminole atrocities generated new hostilities
throughout Florida and increased the bitterness of the whites.
As had the armistice, the massacre brought protests and resent-
* Mr. Adams is a graduate student in history at the University of Arizona.
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ment from Floridians who thought that government and regular
army policies were too weak. They demanded that the military
use more militiamen to remove the Seminoles, and eventually
disagreement between federal and territorial officials led to the
dismissal of Florida Territorial Governor Richard Keith Call. 2
Furthermore, the Caloosahatchee defeat and renewed fighting
supplied a final impetus for a controversial experiment in the
use of bloodhounds against the Indians.
While historians have recognized the interrelationship of
these developments in the year 1839, they have neither appre-
ciated the full impact of the massacre nor told the complete
story of that fateful occasion. The Caloosahatchee River attack
was one of the most important military engagements in the Sec-
ond Seminole War because it helped prolong the conflict. In
addition, the attack is interesting because the events surround-
ing it exemplify the characteristics of the war.
The legality of the United States’ actions to remove the
Seminoles rested on agreements concluded with them on May
9, 1832, in the Treaty of Payne’s Landing, and on March 28,
1833, in the Treaty of Fort Gibson. 3 While these treaties passed
through the lengthy process of Senate ratification, the Indians
reconsidered and decided that the removal provisions were
unjust. Seminole chiefs balked at emigration, and late in 1835.
sporadic hostilities began. Full scale war erupted on December
28 of that year when Indian bands under Chief Osceola launched
two attacks fifty miles apart in central Florida. Initial army
efforts to subdue the Seminoles failed, and on November 4,
1836, the war department appointed Major General Thomas S.
Jesup commander of United States forces in Florida. The war
had been in progress only one year, but Jesup represented the
fourth attempt by the army to find a general who could defeat
the Indians. 
Jesup’s accomplishments far outweighed those of his prede-
cessors, for within eighteen months his troops captured almost
3,000 Seminoles. 4 Nevertheless, by early 1838 Jesup feared that
forceful removal would require years of combat, and he decided
2 .  Herber t  J .  Doher ty ,  J r . ,  R i c h a r d  K e i t h  C a l l :  S o u t h e r n  U n i o n i s t
(Gainesville, 1961), 114-17.
3. Charles J. Kappler, Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties (Washington,
1903), II, 290-91, 293-95.
4. Mahon, Second Seminole War, 99-106, 168, 182-92, 240.
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that the fighting should be stopped and the Indians allowed to
retain a part of southern Florida that was unsuitable for white
farmers. 5 Brigadier General Abraham Eustis and Colonel David
Twiggs, two of Jesup’s subordinates, first presented him with the
idea of abandoning Seminole removal, and they claimed that
most of their fellow officers supported it. 6 Unconfirmed evidence
indicates that the suggestion originated with Lieutenant Colonel
William S. Harney, an officer of the Second Dragoons, and that
he brought it to the attention of Eustis. 7 Whatever the case, in
February 1838, Jesup recommended to Secretary of War Joel R.
Poinsett that emigration be halted. Poinsett rejected the pro-
posal and replied that removal was the law of the land. There-
fore, he could not “authorize any arrangement with the Semi-
noles, by which they will be permitted to remain” anywhere in
Florida. 8
Two months later, in April 1838, the war department ac-
cepted Jesup’s request for a change of assignment, and the next
month he turned over his command to Brigadier General Zach-
ary Taylor. 9 During the next year,  Taylor instituted two
new military policies. First, in compliance with a war depart-
ment order designed to cut expenses, he disbanded most of the
Florida militia units which had participated in the campaign-
ing. Then he divided the territory north of the Withlacoochee
River into twenty mile square sectors and placed a twenty-man
garrison of regular army troops in each. When Indian depreda-
tions continued, Florida citizens and officials alike complained
that Taylor’s actions had failed. In particular, Floridians con-
sidered the reduction of militia forces an explanation for con-
tinued Indian attacks. Perhaps the citizens’ attitude also
stemmed from the usual frontiersmen’s anti-Indian prejudice
and from a desire to remain on the federal payroll. Certainly
the civilian suppliers and others who had profited economically
5. Thomas S. Jesup to Joel R. Poinsett, February 11, 1838, in John T.
Sprague, The Origin, Progress, and Conclusion of the Florida War
(New York, 1848; facsimile reprint, Gainesville, 1964), 199-201.
6. Jesup to Poinsett, July 6, 1838, in Sprague, Florida War, 184-97.
7. L. U. Reavis, The Life and Military Services of General William Selby
Harney (St. Louis, 1878), 124-26.
8. Jesup to Poinsett, February 11, 1838, and Poinsett to Jesup, March 1,
1838, in Sprague, Florida War, 199-202.
9. Jesup to Poinsett, July 25, 1837, in Sprague, Florida War, 180-81.
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from the war detested the economy measures imposed
lor’s quartermaster. 10
by Tay-
Conditions changed little during Taylor’s first year in com-
mand, and therefore, by March 1839, Secretary of War Poinsett
decided to postpone removal in an effort to reduce or end
hostilities. To accomplish this he sent Alexander Macomb,
commanding general of the army, to Florida and directed him
to do what he thought necessary to stop the fighting and to
10. Mahon, Second Seminole War, 247, 249-54.
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protect the citizens. Poinsett informed General Macomb that
Congress had appropriated funds for reopening negotiations
with the Seminoles, and he ordered him to arrange a truce.
Once the Indians agreed to talk, Macomb was to convince them
to occupy a part of southwestern Florida until removal could
be completed under terms of the Treaty of Payne’s Landing. 11
On April 5, 1839, General Macomb arrived at Garey’s Ferry
on Black Creek southwest of Jacksonville. There he conferred
with General Taylor, who now also believed that the Indians
could be pacified only if they were allowed to remain in Florida.
The following day Macomb wrote Colonel Harney at Fort
Mellon, about 100 miles south at Lake Monroe, to communicate
with the Seminoles and request a meeting at Fort King. Harney
talked with Chief Chitto Tustenuggee (Snake Warrior) and per-
suaded him to go to Fort King where another chief, Halleck
Tustenuggee (Potato Warrior), joined him. On May 18 Gen-
eral Macomb held a council with the chiefs and arranged an
unwritten peace agreement. This required the Indians to remain
in an area below Pease Creek, roughly the southwestern quarter
of the peninsula.1 2 In the negotiations Macomb did not mention
emigration to the Seminoles because he wanted to leave that
subject open to any future stipulations the government might
wish to make. He promised only that fighting would stop if
the Indians would withdraw to the prescribed area and that
they could remain there in safety “until further arrangements
could be made.” Whether the Seminoles interpreted the agree-
ment as permanent or as temporary cannot be determined, but
those present at the council expressed satisfaction with the
armistice. 13 Unfortunately, at least four bands of hostiles did
not participate in the Fort King talks. Nevertheless, on May 20,
Macomb proclaimed a cessation of hostilities and outlined the
boundaries of the Seminole territory. 14
Poinsett to Alexander Macomb, March 18, 1839, in Clarence E. Carter,
ed., Territorial Papers of the United States: Florida Territory, 26 vols.
(Washington, 1956-1962) XXV, 597-99.
Entries April 5, April 6, May 17, May 18, and May 22, 1839, in John T.
Sprague, “Macomb’s Mission to the Seminoles: John T. Sprague’s
Journal Kept During April and May, 1839,” edited by Frank F. White,
Jr., Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXV (October 1956), 144-46, 176-81,
183-87.
Macomb to Poinsett, May 22, 1839, in Sprague, Florida War, 229-32.
Mahon, Second Seminole War, 258; Macomb Order, May 18, 1839, in
Sprague, Florida War, 228-29.
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Then the general returned to Washington, thinking that he
had made a significant contribution toward a peaceful settle-
ment of the Seminole problem. The Washington Globe an-
nounced that the Indians had been pacified and no more blood
would be spilled in Florida. 15 There were two factors, however,
which Macomb and the Globe had not considered: public
opinion in Florida and the disunity of the Seminoles. These
negated Macomb’s accomplishments.
The Fort King agreement enraged Floridians who feared
it was permanent. People in Florida, the St. Augustine News
insisted, should unite to protest the agreement. The paper
castigated the federal government for stooping to the role of
“supplicants for peace” and insisted that the Treaty of Payne’s
Landing be enforced. 16 The Tallahassee Floridian denounced
the armistice as insane and called on the people to shoot Indians
on sight. 17 Tallahassee citizens held a public meeting, adopted
resolutions of remonstration, and sent copies to various officials,
including the President and the secretary of war. On June 22,
1839, however, the Floridian dispelled much of this fear and
anger by printing an extract of a letter from Secretary of War
Poinsett to a local citizen. The secretary’s official position thus
became public record. He expected Macomb’s arrangement to
lead to pacification of the territory and enable the removal of
the Seminoles sooner than if force was used. 16
It is impossible to determine the exact effect of this news
on the Indians, but prior to the time that they learned the con-
tents of Poinsett’s letter, most of them tried to avoid clashes with
the troops. 19 This seems to indicate that at least some of the
Seminoles thought that the Fort King agreement was permanent.
Of course, sporadic fighting continued with Indian bands which
had not participated in the negotiations. Whatever the Indians
believed they had been promised by General Macomb at Fort
King, once Secretary Poinsett’s letter appeared in the Floridian
there could be no further question. Removal was inevitable.
Even though lack of evidence and the division among the
Seminoles prevent placing blame for the renewed hostilities
15. Washington Globe, May 30, 1839.
16. St. Augustine News, May 25, June 1, 1839.
17. Mahon, Second Seminole War, 257.
18. Niles’ National Register, June 22, July 6, 1839.
19. Mahon, Second Seminole War, 258-61.
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squarely on the publication of the letter, it must have been
partly responsible. Depredations occurred on July 17 when
Indians murdered three members of the Chaires family near
Tallahassee, and ten days later when they ambushed a small
army wagon train traveling to Fort Andrews in central Florida. 20
Such acts of violence undermined chances for peace, but no
event had a more damaging effect than the Caloosahatchee
massacre.
The Fort King agreement provided that a trading house be
established for Indian use on the Caloosahatchee near the center
of the reservation. Macomb ordered Colonel Harney, who had
participated in the negotiations at Fort King and had a good
reputation as an Indian fighter, to build the post. 21  Macomb
instructed him to proceed to Tampa Bay and call on General
Taylor for support troops. Enroute by steamboat to Taylor’s
headquarters, Harney made a side trip up the Caloosahatchee to
select a site for the trading house. There, about fifteen miles up
river on the north shore, he left his detachment of twenty-eight
dismounted dragoons under the command of Sergeant John
Bigelow and continued on to Tampa Bay alone. Harney asked
Taylor for two companies of men for guard duty, but much to
his chagrin, the general asserted that he had no troops available
for such duty. In fact, he refused to provide any officers or
men. 22 Taylor’s claim may have been valid, but nevertheless his
refusal to enlarge Harney’s command meant that the small work
detail remained an inviting target for Indian attack. Certainly,
had Harney’s detail been reinforced as he requested, the war-
riors who later attacked his camp might well have been afraid
to engage the troops there. 23
While at Tampa Bay, Harney chose James B. Dallam, a
soldier interested in performing a “handsome” service, as trader
for the new post. The two departed for the Caloosahatchee
on June 19 and upon arrival decided to erect the trading house
20. Niles’ National Register, August 10, 1839.
21. Mahon, Second Seminole War, 261-62.
22. William S. Harney to Francis L. Dancy, August 1, 1839, in Theophilus
Rodenbough, From Everglade to Canon with the Second Dragoons
(New York, 1875), 38-39; Reavis, Harney, 134; William C. Sturtevant,
“Chakaika and the ‘Spanish Indians’: Documentary Sources Compared
with Seminole Tradition,” Tequesta, No. 13 (1953), 46.
23. Mahon, Second Seminole War, 262.
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about 400 yards from the dragoons’ bivouac. 24 During the next
month, Harney spent most of his time on trips to Tampa Bay
and Cape Florida, his own base, while nearby Indians made
frequent visits to Dallam’s trading post. They traded, seemed
friendly to the troops, and voiced satisfaction with the truce.
No definite motive can be ascertained for the Indians’ apparent
change of mind and subsequent attack on the post, but it is
possible that the Poinsett letter published on June 22 sparked
feelings of bitterness and a desire to seek revenge for the Fort
King negotiations. News of the letter arrived in the Tampa Bay
area two days before the massacre, and within that time Indian
runners could have spread the message throughout their camps
in southwest Florida. The band which committed the offense
had not participated in the Fort King council, but they profited
from the agreement. Because Harney had persuaded Chitto
Tustenuggee to attend the talks at Fort King, he was a logical
target for their vengeance, and if Sampson, one of two Negro
interpreters at the trading post, may be believed, the Indians
planned to kill Harney. Moreover, the attackers spared Samp-
son’s life, but they burned the other Negro, Sandy, who had
been an interpreter at the Fort King meeting, at the stake. 25
Harney left Tampa Bay only hours before news of the
Poinsett letter arrived. Thus he was unaware of the changed
situation when he reached the trading post on the evening of
July 21, 1839, and he made no special plans for its defense. The
next morning the steamboat which had brought him from
Tampa Bay departed for Cape Florida, and the colonel rode it
to the mouth of the river where he spent all day hunting wild
hogs for the solders’ mess. It was ten o’clock at night when the
exhausted officer returned to camp. The usually dependable
Sergeant Bigelow had been left in charge again, and Harney,
having faith in Bigelow’s judgment, decided to rest before
24. James B. Dallam to Francis J. Dallam, June 18, 1839, in William D.
Hoyt, Jr., ed., “A Soldier’s View of the Seminole War: Three Letters
of James B. Dallam,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXV (April 1947),
360-61.
25. Harney to Dancy, August 1, 1839, in Rodenbough, Second Dragoons,
38-39; Reavis, Harney, 134-37; Sturtevant, “Chakaika,” 46-47; “Sampson’s
Recollection” in Sprague, Florida War, 316-19. Sampson presented his
recol lec t ion  of  the  massacre  af te r  he  escaped f rom two years  of
captivity, and some of his story contradicts other accounts. He stated,
for instance, that the trading post was established in December 1839.
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checking the sentinels. He removed his coat, boots, and pants,
and fell asleep unintentionally. 26
About daylight, rifle shots and yelling Indians suddenly
awakened Harney. When the commander bounded out of his
tent, he saw a scene of disaster. A force of approximately 160
Indians led principally by Chakaika, chief of the so-called Span-
ish Indians, had attacked the camp and store, and amid shouts
of “run to the water,” the troops fled to the river. There they
presented poor targets to the attackers, but they could not
escape by swimming across the Caloosahatchee because Indians
lined both banks. Wisely disregarding his lack of clothes, the
colonel started for the river to join his men. Then at the water’s
edge he saw that the soldiers were unarmed. Corporal Haywood,
a survivor of the massacre, later reported that a non-commis-
sioned officer [probably Bigelow] had neglected to pass out
ammunition for the dragoons’ new Colt rifles. Thus when the
attack began, the soldiers had simply thrown the weapons aside.
Realizing that he could be of no use to two dozen unarmed men
against scores of Indians, Harney decided to save himself and
ran downstream along the shore. After proceeding about a
quarter of a mile, he entered the river. A few paces down he
went ashore again and, in an attempt to cover his trail, walked
out of the water backward.
Meanwhile the Seminoles tried to entice the dragoons out
of the river. One warrior who could speak English called to
Sergeant Bigelow to bring his men ashore and promised that
they would not be harmed. But when Bigelow and eight others
consequently surrendered, the Indians murdered and disem-
boweled most of them and held the others captive. Seven or
eight men who had remained in the water swam downstream
and, after rounding a point, boarded a fishing sloop anchored
there. At least three other soldiers, including Corporal Hay-
wood, hid in the swamp and woods until the raid ended. Hay-
wood then made his way to the coast, but the other two re-
mained hidden until a burial detail rescued them several days
later. Trader Dallam and his assistant, Mr. Morgan, were not
so fortunate. They died in their bunks, victims of Indians who
26. “Annual Report of the Major General Commanding the Army,” Senate
Documents, 26 Cong., 1st Sess., No. 1, p. 58; Harney to Dancy, August
1, 1839, in Rodenbough, Second Dragoons, 38-39; Reavis, Harney, 137.
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looted the store. The attackers took Sergeant Simmons, the two
Negro interpreters, and a post carpenter prisoners and tortured
all of them, except Sampson, to death. 27 Thirteen soldiers and
three civilians died. 28
The confusion of the onslaught and the Indians’ pre-
occupation with plundering and with the troops in the water
gave Harney time to escape. Leaving the river, he set out for
the coast armed merely with a pocket knife and wearing only
his shirt ,  underwear,  and socks.  He had gone but a short
distance when he met Private Britton, a dragoon who presum-
ably fled when the attack began. The two men resumed their
trek together, and after periodic reconnaissance of the Caloosa-
hatchee shore, they found Harney’s canoe which had drifted
downstream. The fugitives used the boat to reach the mouth of
the river where they met the sloop in which several men had
escaped the attack on the trading post. With the vessel was
another sloop, the Jane, which had come down the coast from
Tampa Bay. 
Reunited with some of his dragoons, Harney acted on his
first impulse to return to the scene of the disaster. At the camp
he found only mangled corpses, for the two men hiding in the
brush feared an Indian trick and remained hidden. Lacking
necessary force to pursue the Indians and afraid to remain long
in that vicinity in the middle of the night, the outraged colonel
dispatched one sloop to Tampa Bay and proceeded in the other
to his Cape Florida headquarters. 29  The burial party which
27. “Sergeant Haywood’s Recollection,” in Rodenbough, Second Dragoons,
504-05; “Sampson’s Recollection” in Sprague, Florida War, 316-19;
Niles’ National Register, August 24, 1839.
28. Rodenbough, Second Dragoons, 431; Sturtevant, “Chakaika,” 46-47.
There is some confusion about the number of men killed. Sturtevant
(p. 46) states that thirteen were killed and six captured, three of the
latter being murdered while in captivity, thus making a total of six-
teen deaths. Reavis (p. 146) notes thirteen killed in the fighting. A
report in Niles’ National Register on August 10, 1839, also states that
thirteen were killed, including two sutlers. On the other hand, Roden-
bough (p. 431) cites eleven soldiers killed. As for the number of soldiers
who died, these latter two sources agree. A Niles’ National Register re-
port on August 24, 1839, however, states that eleven bodies were found
mutilated, but it does not note whether this was the total number of
deaths. Therefore, if the executed prisoners are counted along with
those killed in the fighting,. most evidence supports the conclusion that
sixteen died as an immediate result of the attack.
29. Anonymous Letter, July 22, 1839, in Rodenbough, Second Dragoons, 37.
(Although dated July 22, 1839, this letter apparently was written on the
evening of July 23 on board the Jane.) See also Reavis, Harney, 139-41.
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arrived at the massacre site two weeks later discovered the two
men who were hiding and Romeo, a dog which had belonged
to James Dallam. Originally the property of Harney, the dog
must have stood guard over Dallam’s corpse, for it was the
only one untouched by wolves or vultures. 30
The Caloosahatchee massacre wrecked the uneasy truce.
Within days of the event bloody hostilities recommenced, and
all hope for a conclusion of the war in 1839 collapsed. When
news of the defeat reached Fort Mellon on July 31, Lieutenant
W. E. Hanson seized forty-six Seminoles who were there pro-
curing supplies. These Indians knew about the massacre but
thought that the soldiers did not. Two of the group tried to
escape, and the troops killed both. 31  On August 3 headlines
in the St. Augustine News proclaimed the war reopened, and
on August 10 Niles' National Register pleaded for the govern-
ment to “take some decided measures to expel the savage mur-
derers.” 32 Later in the same month the war department requested
General Taylor to authorize the governor of Florida to raise 300
militiamen, but these few additional men did not significantly
aid efforts to defeat the Seminoles. 3 3 In October, military efforts
were accelerated after General Macomb urged that all available
forces be employed in the war. 34
In the meantime, Taylor captured approximately 200 In-
dians and offered to release them if their chiefs would surrender
the band responsible for the Caloosahatchee River attack. The
already agitated Florida citizens, supported by the Tallahassee
Floridian, decried this policy as soft; the Floridian claimed
that Taylor was incompetent. 35 Then Governor Call demanded
that he be entrusted with the conduct of the war, and this
intensified the already “unfriendly feelings” between regular
troops and civilian authorities. The cooperation necessary for
30. Rodenbough, Second Dragoons, 39; St. Augustine News, August 30,
1839.
31. George H. Griffen to W. E. Hanson, July 29, 1839, in Niles’ National
Register, August 10, 1889; Reavis, Harney, 142-43; Savannah Weekly
Georgian, August 17, 1839.
32. St. Augustine News, August 3, 1839; Niles’ National Register, August
10, 1839.
33. Samuel Cooper to Zachary Taylor, August 30, 1839, Carter, Territorial
Papers, XXV, 634.
34. Macomb to Taylor, October 17, 1839, Carter, Territorial Papers, XXV,
643; “Annual Report of the Major General Commanding the Army,” 59.
35. Mahon, Second Seminole War, 263-64.
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increased military operations seemed impossible to obtain.
Secretary of War Poinsett blamed Call for the difficulties, and
in a November letter to President Van Buren the secretary pre-
dicted that Call’s desire to have the whole command and his
insistence on raising a militia under territorial authority would
result in much expense for the federal government and reduce
the efficiency of the war effort. Poinsett requested that Call be
removed as governor, and Van Buren agreed. The President
endorsed Poinsett’s letter with a note stating that Judge Robert
Raymond Reid of St. Augustine should supersede Call. 36
While officials in Washington considered Call’s dismissal, he
set in motion another series of events which produced more
controversy. Under authority of the Florida legislature, Call sent
militia Colonel Richard Fitzpatrick to Cuba late in 1839 to
purchase a number of bloodhounds to use against the Seminoles.
The possibility of using these animals had long been discussed
because the authorities knew that over the past 150 years
Jamaican officials had utilized Cuban bloodhounds during slave
revolts to track Negroes. 37 In the summer of 1837 General Jesup
had argued unconvincingly that the army needed bloodhounds
to facilitate removal, and in the summer of 1838 General Taylor
made a similar plea. 38 Nevertheless, only after the Caloosa-
hatchee massacre and the resumption of full scale war did any-
one in authority take steps to procure the hounds. When Fitz-
patrick returned with thirty-three dogs, Taylor and the Flori-
dians finally had something about which they could ageee.
Congress and the northern press, however, felt that use of the
vicious dogs would be inhumane. Secretary Poinsett refused to
yield to popular pressure to ban experiments with the blood-
hounds, but he did direct Taylor to order his officers to keep
the dogs muzzled and leashed in the field and use them only for




Poinsett to Martin Van Buren, November 29, 1839, Carter, Territorial
Papers, XXV, 656-57. There seems to be some question in Carter con-
cerning the spelling of Reed or Reid, but the latter is correct.
Arthur L. Magenis to Poinsett, February 8, 1840, Senate Documents,
26 Cong., 1st Sess., No. 187, pp. 2-3; James W. Covington, “Cuban
Bloodhounds and the Seminoles,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXIII
(October 1954), 112.
Jesup to Poinsett ,  June 16, 1837, American State Papers: Mili tary
Affairs, VII, 876; Taylor to Roger Jones, July 28, 1839, Senate Docu-
ments, 26 Cong., 1st Sess., No. 187, p. 3.
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for unknown reasons, the canines’ handlers could not induce
them to follow the Seminoles’ scent. 39
On April 21, 1840, Taylor received permission to give up
the Florida command to Brigadier General Walker K. Armi-
stead but he, too, failed to stop the depredations. Bringing the
war to a close required an additional two and one-half years of
fighting and negotiating, more expenditures of lives and dollars,
and still another change of command. 40 These additional months
of hostilities would not have been necessary if the arrangements
Macomb made at Fort King had succeeded. For a brief period
in 1839 there had been a hope, even a possibility, that tempers
would cool and the government would find a peaceful means of
ending the war, but the Caloosahatchee massacre destroyed that
hope by breaking the truce and producing new fighting.
39. Covington, “Cuban Bloodhounds,” 112-19; Poinsett to Taylor, January
26, 1840, Senate Documents, 26 Cong., 1st Sess., No. 187, p. 5.
40. Mahon, Second Seminole War, 274, 294, 314-18.
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PLANT’S LIEUTENANTS
by DUDLEY S. JOHNSON*
ENRY BRADLEY PLANT, native of Connecticut and owner of
the Southern Express Company, successfully developed a
rail network from the Georgia line to Charlotte Harbor. One of
his lines was the first to reach the small, backwater village of
Tampa where he built the lavish Tampa Bay Hotel in 1891.
He also bought or constructed hotels in Port Tampa, Beleair,
Punta Gorda, Ocala, Kissimmee, and Winter Park. He estab-
lished a steamship line to Havana, Cuba, with stops at various
ports along the West coast of Florida and at Key West, and his
riverboats operated on the St. Johns, the Apalachicola, and the
Chattahoochee. Plant did all this between 1879 when he pur-
chased his first railroad and 1899 when he died. In addition,
his companies owned large tracts of land received from the state,
and his express company shipped Florida products to northern
markets. Few men have been more intimately connected with
the economic development of Florida, and none was more im-
portant to the area west of the St. Johns River and south to
Punta Gorda on the lower Gulf coast during the latter part of
the nineteenth century than Henry Plant. 1
Plant did not perform this work alone. He had a number
of associates, wealthy men, who were willing to invest in his
enterprises because of the expected profitable returns. As direc-
tors of the companies, they made policy, but that policy was
actually put into operation by a faction that can be identified
as “Plant’s lieutenants.” These men were tough, knowledgeable,
experienced, and totally dedicated to Plant. Some were trained
in the law, others in finance, and one began his career as an
*. Mr. Johnson is associate professor of history at Southeastern Louisiana
College.
1. Plant’s achievements are related in G. Hutchinson Smyth’s laudatory
The Life of Henry Bradley Plant (New York, 1898). Shorter accounts
can be found in Sidney Walter Martin, “Henry Bradley Plant,” Georg-
ians In Profile, edited by Horace Montgomery (Athens, 1959), 261-76,
and Dudley S. Johnson, “Henry Bradley Plant and Florida,” Florida
Historical Quarterly, XLV (October 1966), 118-31.
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apprentice in the railroad machine shops prior to the Civil
War. Among those closest to Plant were Michael J. O’Brien,
superintendent and vice-president of the Southern Express Com-
pany; Robert G. Erwin, general counsel and vice-president of
the Plant System of railroads; Henry S. Haines, general manager
and vice-president of the railroads; and Franklin Quentin Brown,
vice-president in charge of the Plant hotels.
O’Brien was the oldest of the group and he was associated
with Plant for the longest period of time. Born in Baltimore in
1838, he worked first in a printing house and then as a clerk
in a drug store. He began working for the Adams Express
Company in Memphis in 1859 as a messenger and waybill clerk.
He was promoted to cashier and was transferred to the New
Orleans office in 1860, but he left the following year to join the
Confederate navy. O’Brien served in Captain Carter B. Poin-
dexter’s squadron on Lake Ponchartrain until the fighting unit
was destroyed in 1862. 2
In the meantime, Plant had formed the Southern Express
Company from all the assets of the Adams Express that were
located south of the Potomac River. The new company per-
formed many services for the Confederate government, and all
employees who were certified indispensable by the company’s
president were exempt from military duty. 3  However, the
Southern Express could not find enough experienced men, and
at the request of Confederate Secretary of Treasury Christopher
G. Memminger, Michael O’Brien was detached from the navy
and assigned to the express office in Atlanta. He was there when
General Sherman captured the city, and he was instrumental
in reestablishing the express lines behind the Union forces. 4
Plant went to Europe in 1863, giving health as his reason
for leaving the South. Some thought that he was on a diplomatic




Express Gazette, Vol. 24 (1899), 237, 239, 243; Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion, Series I,
Vol. 18 (Washington, 1904), 256-57.
War of the Rebellion; Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies, Series IV, Vol. 1 (Washington, 1900), 1174.
Express Gazette, Vol. 24 (1899), 237, 239, 243. Memminger was inter-
ested in the welfare of the Southern Express Company because it was
one of the very few means available to the government to transfer
Confederate funds.  
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was leaving because he knew the South could not win. 5 In
Plant’s absence, James Shuter, general superintendent of the
Southern Express, was named acting president, and in 1864 he
appointed O’Brien as his secretary. Four years later, O’Brien
became general superintendent. During the next twenty years
he helped Plant, who had returned to America in 1865, extend
the lines of the express company throughout the South. His
work was so effective that he was made vice-president of the
company in 1888. 6
O’Brien visited Florida many times on business and as a
tourist. He and another express official sailed from Port Tampa
to Havana, Cuba, just before the Spanish-American War, to
promote express and steamship trade with the island. After the
war, he and Plant and other officers again visited Cuba on an
inspection tour. The Plant Steamship Company had five vessels
sailing regularly between Port Tampa and Havana by the time
of the latter visit. 7 When Plant died in 1899, O’Brien was
chosen by the directors to be president of the Southern Express
Company, a position he held until his own death in 1909. 8
O’Brien’s role in Plant’s Florida developments is not altogether
clear. He served as a member of boards of directors of some of
the smaller railroads and therefore he helped to make policy
decisions in the Plant organization. Perhaps his greatest con-
tribution was in relieving Plant of some of the responsibility
of directing the express company. O’Brien knew the express
business and the southern territory so thoroughly that Plant
could safely leave the management of the company to him.
Robert Gaullaudet Erwin became associated with Plant
through the legal profession. He was born in Savannah, Geor-
gia, on May 6, 1854. He entered Trinity College at Hartford,
Connecticut, in 1871, and was graduated three years later.
5. Francis B. C. Bradlee, Blockade Running During the Civil War; And
the Effect  of  Land and Water Transportat ion on the Confederacy
(Salem, Mass., 1925), 312-13; J. B. J ones, A Rebel War Clerk’s Diary,
edited by Howard Swiggett, 2 vols. (New York, 1935), II, 4.
6. Express Gazette, Vol. 24 (1899), 237, 239, 243; Smyth, Life of Henry
Bradley Plant, 61.
7. Tampa Journal, February 12, 1891; Tampa Morning Tribune, March
18, 1898, January 31, February 3, 1899.
8 . Express Gazette, Vol. 24 (1899), 237, 239, 243; Vol. 34 (1909), 261-62.
He was buried in Chattanooga, Tennessee. Henry M. Flagler, builder
of the Florida East Coast Railroad and Plant’s chief rival in Florida,
was listed in the obituary notice as an honorary pallbearer.
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Studying law in the offices of Hartridge and Chisholm in Savan-
nah, he was admitted to the bar in 1875. Four years later, Erwin
entered into a partnership with Judge Walter Scott Chisholm
under the firm name of Chisholm and Erwin, and they became
the attorneys for the Southern Express Company. Plant secured
his first railroad, the Albany and Gulf extending from Savannah
to Bainbridge, Georgia, in 1879, and Chisholm and Erwin were
instrumental in reorganizing the company into the Savannah,
Florida and Western Railway. As Plant added new companies,
this legal firm continued the association, with one or the other
always represented on the boards of directors. Chisholm also
served as vice-president of many of Plant’s companies. 9
Chisholm died in 1892, and Erwin succeeded to his position
as vice-president of the Savannah, Florida and Western Railway
and of several of the smaller Plant operations. His duties and his
position as general counsel gave him a thorough knowledge of
the Plant System. He traveled over the lines of the system many
times and was often in Florida. Although there is no evidence
that he was particularly interested in the development of the
state, he was the chief legal officer of the Plant System and his
advice was often sought. Erwin was seldom interviewed by the
newspapers, but his name was usually listed among the members
of the Plant party on inspection tours and at the seasonal
openings of the Tampa Bay Hotel after 1891. 10
In 1899 Robert Erwin was selected to succeed Plant as presi-
dent of the Plant Investment Company, the Savannah, Florida
and Western Railway, and some of the smaller companies. 11
In addition, he was appointed one of the executors of Plant’s
estate. 12 After long legal proceedings involving Plant’s will,
Erwin negotiated the sale of the Plant railroads to the Atlantic
Coast Line Railroad in 1902, and he became president of the
latter company. He retired from this position on November 21,
9. Twenty-third Report of the Georgia Bar Association (1906), 344-45;
Atlanta Constitution, January 14, 1906. For a sketch of Chisholm’s
career see “Walter Scott Chisholm,”
lanta, 1895), II, 381-82.
Memoirs of Georgia, 2 vols. (At-
10. “Walter Scott Chisholm,” Memoirs of  Georgia,  II ,  381-82; Tampa
Morning Tribune, October 18, 22, 1895; December 1, 9, 1897; March
18, 1898.
11. The Plant Investment Company was a holding company organized by
Plant to manage his real estate and railroad properties.
12. New York Times, July 10, 1902.
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1905, but retained his position as a director of various other
railroad and steamship companies. 13 Erwin died at the relatively
early age of fifty-two on January 13, 1906, while inspecting a
game preserve which he owned in Connecticut. The New York
newspapers carried the obituary on an inside page, but the Jack-
sonville and Tampa papers, realizing the importance of the rail
system to Florida’s growth and economy, carried it as a front
page story. The Tampa press pointed to the fact that Erwin
had been a frequent visitor to the area and the paper referred
to him as a friend. 14 It is impossible to evaluate fully Erwin’s
contributions to Florida and to the Tampa Bay area since he
was so overshadowed by Plant and the other associates.
Franklin Q. Brown was only eight years younger than Robert
Erwin, but he outlived the older man by almost fifty years.
Brown, the descendents of New Englanders, was born in Chicago
in 1862, but he attended high school in Melrose, Massachusetts.
He began his business career with Chandler and Company of
Boston, a company interested in the East India trade and in
Florida railroads. He came to Florida in 1886 at the age of
twenty-four, and two years later he was elected a director and
secretary-treasurer of the Florida Southern Railway Company.
At that time he listed his residence as Boston, perhaps because
the home office of the company was located there. He became
president of the company at the age of twenty-nine, a rare dis-
tinction for one so young. When the Florida Southern was
absorbed by the Plant System, Brown became third vice-president
of that company.1 5 He was in charge of the hotels of the Plant
Investment Company and spent a great deal of his time in
Florida; he was usually present at the opening of the tourist
season. At one time he purchased land on Captiva Island near
Fort Myers, planning to build a smaller version of the Tampa
Bay Hotel, but this project never materialized. 16





Twenty-third Report of the Georgia Bar Association (1906), 344-45;
New York Times, May 14, 1902; Jacksonville Florida Times Union,
January 14, 1906; Tampa Morning Tribune, January 14, 1906.
New York Times, January 14, 1906; Tampa Morning Tribune, January
14, 1906; Jacksonville Florida Times Union, January 14, 1906.
New York  T imes ,  November  8 ,  1955 ;  F rank l in  Q .  Brown,  J r . ,  t o
Dudley S. Johnson, December 4, 1969; National Cyclopaedia of Ameri-
can Biography (New York, 1962), XLIV, 518.
Tampa Morning Tribune, April 28, 1897, October 8, 1898.
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fidential missions for the government. He went to Cuba just
prior to the Spanish-American War to survey business oppor-
tunities there and to ascertain as best he could the threat of war.
Upon his return to the United States he visited President
McKinley in Washington, and apprised him of conditions on the
island. Believing that armed conflict was an immediate threat,
Brown described the advantages of the Tampa Bay area and
particularly Port Tampa as a sea port that might be utilized
by the military. It is believed that his enthusiasm aided the
President in selecting Port Tampa as the port of embarkation
when the war began. 17  Brown was on hand to greet the first
army commander to arrive in Tampa in 1898, and to help him
settle into the Tampa Bay Hotel, which became army head-
quarters. As was its custom, the hotel had closed at the end of
the tourist season, but Brown reopened it, first for the military
and later for visitors and officers’ wives and families. Brown was
appointed to the staff of Florida Governor William D. Bloxham
in 1898 with the rank of colonel, but this was a completely hon-
orary position. 18
Florida newspapers realized that Brown was one of Plant’s
most important lieutenants, and they often carried news stories
about him. After he had added the Jacksonville, Tampa and
Key West Railroad to the Plant holdings in Florida, the Tampa
paper stated: “Brown is recognized as the executive head of the
Plant System and is always brought to the front when any im-
portant deals are being negotiated, either with any of the
immense hotels that are owned and controlled by the Plant In-
vestment Company or with any division of the railroad sys-
tem. . . . No man connected with the Plant System is held in
higher regards than Mr. Brown either by the officials of the com-
pany or by outside parties with whom he has business transac-
tions. In all his dealings he is gentlemanly, courteous and honor-
17. Frank Q. Brown to A. J. Hanna, January 24, 1938, Mss. Collection,
box 6, P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida,
Gainesville.
18. Tampa Morning Tribune, April 22, May 19, 1898; W. D. Bloxham to
Ziba King, May 2, 1898, Governor Bloxham’s letterbooks, April 28,
1898, to August 4, 1900, p. 22, Florida State Library, Tallahasee. King
had written to the governor requesting a commission for Brown whom
he called Frank Hugh Brown. The governor refused the request at
that time because there were no vacancies on his staff, but later Brown
received the appointment. 
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able. He is shrewd and well informed, but never resorts to
trickery as a means of getting the best of his competitor. He is
one of the youngest railroad promoters in the country, is full
of ambition and will yet stand in the front rank of American
railroad magnates.” 19
Brown became the president of the Plant Investment Com-
pany after Robert Erwin’s death in 1905. However, by that time
that company’s holdings were limited to hotels and real estate.
He had already negotiated the sale of the Tampa Bay Hotel to
the city of Tampa, and he was now liquidating other properties
belonging to the Plant Investment Company. 20 Brown was inter-
ested in many business ventures outside Florida and was associ-
ated with over thirty companies during his lifetime. At one time
he had an interest in the Tampa Tribune, the Florida Times-
Union of Jacksonville, the Louisville Courier-Journal, the Balti-
more and Ohio Railroad, the American Beet Sugar Company,
and various railroad and trust companies. His most enduring
business ventures were with the New York City banking firm of
Redmond and Company from which he retired in 1937, and the
Dobbs Ferry (New York) Bank. He was president of the bank
for fifty years, he served as mayor of Dobbs Ferry, and headed
the Dobbs Ferry Free Library and Dobbs Ferry Hospital. 21
Brown’s public services were many and varied. Although he
was a man in his middle fifties, he volunteered during World
War I. He was sent to Washington as chairman of the Finance
Advisory Committee of the United States Railroad Administra-
tion. In addition, he headed the Liberty Loan drive in his dis-
trict of New York and Connecticut. Later he was trustee and
treasurer of the Raymond Anteig Fund that was awarded to
Charles A. Lindbergh for his 1927 solo flight across the Atlantic,
and he served as a director of numerous relief and charitable
organizations. 22 He died in 1955 at the age of ninety-three. 23
Henry Stephen Haines’ parents lived in North Carolina, but
he was born in Nantucket, Rhode Island, in 1836, while his
19.
20.
Tampa Morning Tribune, April 9, 1899.
Ibid., November 10, 1955; Brown to Hanna, January 24, 1938, Mss.
Collection, box 6, P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History; James W.
Covington,
21.
“The Tampa Bay Hotel,” Tequesta, XXVI (1966), 18.
New York Times, November 8, 1955.
22. Ibid.
23. Tampa Morning Tribune, November 10, 1955.
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mother was visiting her family home. He was educated in North
Carolina and Massachusetts schools but did not attend college.
While very young, Haines secured a job as an apprentice in the
railroad shops of the Manchester Railroad Company in North
Carolina. 24 By the age of twenty he was employed as an engineer
on a railroad operating in North and South Carolina. For part
of that year he kept a diary and in it he described the problems
caused by the poor equipment used on southern railroads of that
day. 25 One source states that Haines and his brothers enlisted in
the Confederate army, but that he returned to railroad construc-
tion and that he was in charge of Confederate transportation in
South Carolina when Charleston fell to the Federal forces. 26
Haines became general superintendent of the Atlantic and
Gulf Railroad Company after the Civil War. This railroad oper-
ated a line from Savannah through south Georgia to Bainbridge.
On April 4, 1871, Haines optimistically predicted to the presi-
dent of the company that gross revenue for the line in that year
should be $1,300,000. His comparison of the company with other
Georgia railroads seemed to prove that the Atlantic and Gulf
was the most profitable. 2 7 However, the figures were misleading
and the company became heavily mired in debt. Plant, partly
on the recommendation of Haines, purchased the Albany and
Gulf in 1879, and soon thereafter changed the name of the line
to the Savannah, Florida and Western. 28  Haines retained his
position under the new management, and his duties were ex-






Charles O. Haines, “Memoir of Henry Stephen Haines,” Transactions
of the American Society of Civil Engineers, Vol. 98 (1928), 1695-97.
Haines was probably a brother of Henry Haines. A Charles O. Haines
was employed by the Plant System when Henry Haines was general
manager.
Henry S. Haines Dairy, Vol. I, March 10-September 26, 1856, Southern
Historical Collection, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
Haines, Transactions of the American Society of Civil Engineers, 1695.
Neither the U. S. War Department Collection of Confederate Records
in the National Archives nor the Georgia Department of Archives and
History have any record of Haines’ military service, but Confederate
transportation records are sparse and that may account for the lack
of documentation. 
Haines, Transactions of the American Society of Civil Engineers, 1695;
Haines to John Screven, April 4, 1871, in Haines Dairy, Vol. II.
Poor’s Manual of the Railroads of the United States (1880), 531-32;
Expressman’s Monthly, Vol. IV (1879), 302-03. This journal became
The Express Gazette in 1882. See also Jacksonville Florida Times Union,
January 11, 1884.
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Henry Bradley Plant, reproduced
from The  L i f e  o f  Henry  Brad ley
Plant by G. Hutchinson Smyth.
Franklin Q. Brown. He was forty-
eight at the time of this photograph.
Henry Stephens Haines from an
original in the office of the Chamber
of Commerce, Haines City, Florida.
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structed. He supervised the building of the East Florida Railway
from Waycross, Georgia, to Jacksonville. This company had
secured the lease for the state’s convicts for a period of two years,
paying Florida fifteen dollars a year for each prisoner. Planning
to utilize this cheap labor supply before the contract ran out,
Haines also wanted to construct the Live Oak and Rowlands
Bluff Railroad. 29 He also supervised the building of the South
Florida Railroad from Sanford to Tampa. Haines City, located
on the route of the South Florida, was named for him.
Haines instituted a thorough annual inspection of all rail-
roads under his jurisdiction. Rules for inspectors conducting
annual and intermediate inspections were printed in a pamphlet
which was made available to all personnel. A premium of $100
was awarded to the supervisor of the best division, while the
next two supervisors received fifty dollar awards. The foreman
of the best section in each division received forty dollars and the
second best received twenty dollars; ten dollars were awarded to
the wife of the foreman who maintained the neatest section
house and grounds. Other awards were given to the foreman
showing the greatest improvement, to the one having the least
expense without sacrificing efficiency, and to the one with the
least expense for tools per man. 30 These awards were aimed at
increasing the morale of the supervisory personnel and adding
to the efficiency of these Florida and southern rail lines.
In 1892 Haines was promoted to vice-president of the Sa-
vannah, Florida and Western while continuing to serve as general
manager of the entire system. Two years later he severed all con-
nection with the Plant System. It was thought that he made the
decision because he believed that another official was trying to
assume his duties. 31 What the truth was of this is not known.
Haines went to Europe with the intention of organizing an
investment company there to trade in American railroad securi-
ties. Late in 1895, a rumor circulated that Plant would retire
29. N. Gordon Carper, “The Convict-Lease System in Florida, 1866-1923”
(unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Florida State University, 1964), 70-71;
Jacksonville Florida Times Union, January 11, 1884; Florida House
Journal, 1881, 41.
30. Railroad Gazette, August 20, 1886, 571; December 17, 1886, 675.
31.  Poor’s Manual  of  the Railroads of  the United States  (1892),  574;
Tampa Morning Tribune,  August 8, 1895, quoting the Jacksonville
Florida Times Union. Details of this episode were never clearly
explained and only rumors were reported in the Florida press.
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shortly and that Haines would replace him as head of the Plant
operations. According to this story, Haines had received a con-
crete offer via a telegram which he first refused and later
accepted. 32 However, if such an offer was made and accepted the
transaction was never consummated for Plant did not retire until
death in 1899 forced him to do so. Haines was a pall bearer at
Plant’s funeral, so evidently the two men remained friends even
though their business association had ended nearly a decade
earlier. 33
Haines did not establish the European investment company,
although it was reported that he had adequate financial support.
He served as commissioner of the Southern States Freight Asso-
ciation, and for a short time he was vice-president of the Atlantic
and Danville Railroad Company, a corporation largely owned
by Englishmen. 34  Although he was not a university graduate
Haines was an intellectual man with marked literary inclinations.
His diary, dated May 26, 1865, includes two pages of notes from
a review published in The Edinburgh Review of two of Alex-
ander Bain’s books, The Senses and the Intellect and The Emo-
tions and the Will, numerous notes on the Course of History of
Modern Philosophy by Victor Cousin, although these notes
appear to be in a different handwriting. 35 Haines published a
total of six volumes on freight rates and railroad management.
The first effort was a pamphlet of twenty-three pages long which
appeared in 1879 (?) under the title The Railroad and the State:
The Regulation of Railroad Tariff by Law. He collected his
speeches and published them in 1897 in a book entitled American
Railway Management. Haines delivered twelve lectures at the
Boston University School of Law in April and May 1905, which
were published as Restrictive Railway Legislation. Two years
later he presented another series of lectures at the same institu-
tion and again they were published. The title was Railway Cor-
porations as Public Servants. Problems in Railway Regulations
appeared in 1911, and Efficient Railway Operations in 1919.
These volumes were used as standard texts and were translated
32. Tampa Morning Tribune,  August 8, 1895, quoting the Jacksonville
Florida Times Union.
33. New York Times, June 27, 1899.
34. Railroad Gazette, December 2, 1898, 866; Haines, Transactions of the
American Society of Civil Engineers, 1696.
35. Haines Diary, Vol. I, May 26, 1865.
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into many languages, including Japanese. 36 In addition, Haines’
reputation in the field of engineering was international. He was
consulted by the French government on the problem of increas-
ing the water supply for Paris, and by the British on the best
method of changing the railroad gauge in India. He served as
president of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, as a
member of the American Society of Civil Engineers, and was one
of the founders of the American Railway Guild. 37 Haines died in
Lenox, Massachusetts, on November 3, 1923, at the age of eighty-
six. 38
There were many other individuals who worked for Henry
Plant, although none rose so high in the organization as did
O’Brien, Erwin, Brown, and Haines. Plant seems to have inspired
a loyalty which kept men in his organization year after year.
Perhaps it was because individuals who began as employees
could, after years of service, rise to the top level of management
as did these four. It is impossible to determine the full impact
that Plant’s associates had upon the economic development of
Florida. Neither is it possible to say which one was closest to
Plant nor who influenced him the most in making his decisions.
In point of time O’Brien worked for and with Plant the longest,
and he remained a close personal friend. Haines directed the
operation of the railroads with dispatch and efficiency and appar-
ently he also maintained a lifelong friendship with Plant,
although he was the only one to leave the Plant System. Erwin
and Brown rendered valuable service to the organization, but it
is difficult to determine where their authority and ideas ended
and those of Plant began. However, it was these men, Plant’s
lieutenants, who performed the detailed supervisory work neces-
sary to carry out the plans formulated by Plant and his wealthy
associates. It is very probable that Plant would not have suc-
ceeded in creating so great a business empire in Florida without
the aid of his lieutenants-Michael O’Brien, Robert Erwin,
Franklin Brown, and Henry Haines.
36. Library of Congress Catalogue of Printed Cards, Vol. 62, 388; New
York Times, November 4, 1923; Macon (Georgia) Telegraph, November
4, 1923.
37. New York Times, November 4, 1923; Macon Telegraph, November 4,
1923.
38.  Tampa Morning Tribune,  November 4, 1923. Funeral services were
held in Lenox, but the body was taken to Savannah for burial.
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SANIBEL ISLAND AND ITS VICINITY, 1833,
A DOCUMENT
edited by E. A. HAMMOND *
TH E GULF COAST lying south of Charlotte Harbor was slow toyield to the advances of the white man’s culture. Its con-
tours are irregular, broken by hundreds of indentations and held
together by congeries of islands and keys almost too numerous to
be charted and labeled. Only in recent years have surveyors and
cartographers been able to map the area with reliable accuracy
and correct some of the errors resulting from the incomplete
observations of the early explorers. A confusion of geographical
designation continues to plague the modern historian. Rivers
noted by earlier writers appear now to have been mere inlets,
while certain keys have lost their Spanish nomenclature or have
had their features altered by the hurricanes of the past century
and a half. 1 Historical records are not abundant.
When Florida became an American territory in 1821 the
greater part of its southwest coast lay within the bounds of the
Alagon grant, the uncertain title to which had been transferred
by the Duke of Alagon to Richard S. Hackley, an American
consul in Cadiz. 2 After Spain regained Florida in 1783, and
* Mr. Hammond is professor of history and social sciences at the Uni-
versity of Florida. He acknowledges his indebtedness to Sam Bailey
of Tampa, a native of Sanibel, who described for him the Sanibel
of his own childhood. He discussed the changes of recent years and
acted as a guide through the length and breadth of this still-lovely
island.
1. The problem may be seen by comparing the map of Florida in John
Lee Williams, The Territory of Florida (New York, 1837; facsimile
edition, Gainesville, 1962), with a recent Florida map.
2. Richard S. Hackley, of Richmond, Virginia, was a consul in Spain at
the time of the negotiations which led to the cession. The transaction
between him and the Duke of Alagon had not been legally concluded
when Florida was transferred, a circumstance which beclouded his
claim to the grant. See Titles and Legal Opinions Thereon, of Lands,
in East Florida, Belonging to Richard S. Hackley, Esq. (Brooklyn,
1822). The eastern boundaries of the grant were vaguely set forth, but
that of the north was placed at the Amanina River (Withlacoochee)
whi le  the  sou thern  l imi t  was  the  Hi jue los  River .  The  la t t e r  has
ceased to exist, but early maps show it entering the Gulf of Mexico at
Pavilion Key, or a few miles south of the modem town of Everglades.
[ 392 ]
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possibly earlier, Spanish fishermen had established ranchos at
advantageous locations within the grant. With the aid of Indian
helpers, they shipped cured fish to Cuba, and engaged in small-
scale farming. 3 They were about the only inhabitants of the
coastal area. When Key West Customs Collector William A.
Whitehead inspected these settlements in 1831, he found in the
vicinity of Charlotte Harbor four such establishments whose
total population he estimated at upwards of 300. 4 In the mean-
time, some of the islands and inlets had become haunts and
havens for pirates preying on the shipping of the Florida Straits.
In 1831 Richard Hackley, eager for profit from his dubious
investment, succeeded in selling an option on an undesignated
portion of the grant to a New York group calling itself the
Florida Peninsular Land Company. 5 Ignoring the fact that title
to the land was still in question, Colonel George W. Murray, a
company representative, left New York on May 18, 1832, charged
with the responsibility of exploring the “coast and rivers of the
Gulf” and selecting a favorable location for permanent settle-
ment. 6 He arrived in Key West aboard the brig, Tallahassee,
on June 8. 7 Purchasing a sloop, the Associate, and accompanied
by William R. Hackley (brother of Richard), P. B. Prior, and
Captain William Bunce, commander of the Associate, and a
five-man crew, he set out on June 27 to explore the Gulf coast. 8
The party moved more or less directly to the vicinity of San
Carlos Bay into whose waters the Caloosahatchee River flows.
Only brief parts of their journals have survived, but it seems
certain than Sanibel Island immediately attracted their attention
and that their explorations extended at least to the areas border-







Dorothy Dodd, “Captain Bunce’s Tampa Bay Fisheries,” Florida His-
torical Quarterly, XXV (January 1947), 246-56; House Documents,
22nd Cong., 1st Sess., No. 220, pp. 1-3.
Ibid.  Years later, Whitehead, then living in New Jersey, wrote his
reminiscences of those early days in Key West. These recollections,
prepared with the prompting of long-preserved notes and journals,
were published in the Key West Key of the Gulf in 1877. See Thelma
Peters (ed.), “William Adee Whitehead’s Reminiscences of Key West,”
Tequesta, XXV, 3-42.
Williams, Territory of Florida, 301.
Ibid. 289.
Ibid. The Key West Gazette, June 13, 1832, records the arrival date as
June 9 and lists G. W. Murray of New York as a passenger.
Williams, Territory of Florida, 289.
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returned to Key West for refitting and fresh supplies. On August
28 they sailed north again to resume their investigations which
would take them as far as Tampa Bay by mid-July 1833. Their
journals 9 indicate that in late September (1832) they made a
more thorough survey of Sanibel, noting its favorable harbor
and its generally healthful appearance. By the end of the year
Sanibel Island had been selected as the most promising site for
a settlement, plans for a town at the eastern tip of the island
had been laid, and a supplemental agricultural operation for
the lower Caloosahatchee area was projected. Spanish and Indian
laborers were set to work building a cluster of palmetto houses
to accommodate the first contingent of settlers expected to arrive
in the coming winter.
Dr. Benjamin B. Strobel, a Key West physician and news-
paper editor and a man of burning curiosity about all matters
relating to Florida, was keenly aware of the Sanibel project. He
had ceased publication of the Key West Gazette with the Sep-
tember 5, 1832 issue and had returned shortly afterwards to his
native Charleston. 10 About November 10 he made a voyage to
New York, presumably for the purpose of discussing with the
land company officials his interest in their Florida enterprise. 11
9. Only fragments of these journals have survived, and these were the
portions which Williams included in his Territory of Florida, 289-300.
It seems certain that the Gulf coast portions of Williams’ map of
Flor ida  were  produced  f rom draf t s  p rovided  by  Murray  and  h is
associates.
10. In the final issue of the Key West Gazette, Strobel published his fare-
well to the people of Key West. He departed the island about mid-
October, arriving in Charleston on October 23 with his wife and two
children. Charleston Courier, October 24, 1832.
11. C. L. Bachman and J. B. Haskell, John Bachman (Charleston, 1888),
106. A letter, John Bachman to J. J.  Audubon, hated Charleston]
November 11, 1832, contains the following: “Dr. Strobel sailed yesterday
for New York, where he will remain three weeks and afterwards settle
on the Sinebal Island, Florida. He has been industrious in bringing
me out a box of birds, skinned by himself.” It thus appears that even
before Strobel’s departure from Key West he was expecting to join
the Sanibel settlers. It is of interest also that Strobel had greeted the
Murray exploring party upon their first return to Key West from
Sanibel in August 1832. In a letter addressed to the editor of the
Charleston Courier, dated at Key West, September 2, 1832, Strobel
provided a description of Sanibel and vicinity from information ob-
tained from the explorers. This was published by the Courier  on
October 19, 1832, and reprinted by newspapers throughout the coun-
try. Bachman’s letter furnishes the only clue that Strobel actually
intended to settle at Sanibel.
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He returned to Charleston on Christmas Day. 12  There is pre-
served in the fragmentary correspondence of Dr. John Bachman,
famous Charleston churchman and naturalist, a letter of Janu-
ary 30, 1833 to John J. Audubon. After some remarks on matters
of mutual interest, chiefly birds, Bachman wrote: “Dr. Strobel has
gone to Sinebal [sic.] . . . a portion of Florida where you have
never been.” 13 From Strobel’s own account he seems to have
arrived in Key West about January 10 to await the arrival of the
ship transporting the settlers from New York to Sanibel.
It is difficult to determine Strobel’s precise expectations with
regard to the Sanibel settlement. Perhaps he was employed by
the company as consultant, or possibly he intended to settle there
as physician to the group. Whatever his plans, he was standing
by somewhat impatiently when the schooner Olynthus, bringing
the settlers from New York, arrived in Key West about the first
of February. There he joined the group when it left for Sanibel.
It is not clear how long he remained on the island, but it was
probably no longer than two weeks. He was again in Key West
in late March; on March 23 he fought a duel with D. C. Pink-
ham, who was fatally wounded in the encounter. 14 Possibly this
unfortunate event made it necessary for Strobel to abandon the
Sanibel settlement to escape prosecution. By mid-April he had
returned to Charleston where he resumed his medical practice. 15
Strobel’s account of Sanibel and vicinity is the earliest de-






Charleston Courier, December 27, 1832.
Bachman and Haskell, John Bachman, 125.
William A. Whitehead, in his “Reminiscences,” has cast a very unfavor-
able light on Strobel with respect to his role in this duel. This is
probably somewhat unfair and is partially explained by the fact that
the victim of Strobel’s bullet was Whitehead’s assistant in the customs
office at Key West. He pictures Strobel’s departure from Key West
aboard the revenue cutter, Crawford, as virtually the flight of a crim-
inal, pointing out that Captain Day of the cutter was a close friend of
Strobel, standing ready to transport the doctor back to Charleston. See
Peters, “William Adee Whitehead’s Reminiscences,” 27-28. The Charles-
ton Courier, April 10, 1833, contains an account of the duel.
“Minutes of the Medical Society of South Carolina,” July 24, 1833,
show Strobel active in the affairs of the Society. The Medical Society
minute books are in Library of the Medical Society of South Carolina,
Charleston.
None of the earlier commentaries - Charles B. Vignoles, James Grant
Forbes, and Bernard Romans - makes more than passing mention of
Sanibel. John Lee Williams’ remarks are more extensive, but they do
not provide a full account of the area; furthermore, they were not
published until 1837. Although Whitehead made a journey into the
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fine amateur naturalist, having learned much through his asso-
ciation with Dr. Bachman and Mr. Audubon. Both animal and
plant life fascinated him, as did topography and weather; nor
did he overlook agricultural potential. Strobel presented the
following document to the Charleston Evening Post soon after
his return to the city. It was published serially between July 17
and July 23, 1833, each installment bearing only the signature,
“S.”
SANYBEL ISLAND AND ITS VICINITY 17
No. I
Mr. Editor - As many inquiries have been made respecting
the prospects of a Colony about to be established near Charlotte
Harbor, in Florida. I take the liberty of handing you the follow-
ing account of that place and its prospects.
A company was formed in New York about two years since,
for the purpose of making a settlement in the Southern part of
Florida. A kind of stock was created, consisting of fifty shares,
each share to contain about 1800 acres of land. The shares were
originally sold for $500 each. Mr. Hackley, the proprietor, from
whom the land was purchased originally, gave the company the
privilege of selecting any location between Cape Romain and
Tampa Bay. 18 An Agent 19 was sent out by the Company to survey
the land, who fixed on Sanybel Island, as the site for a Town
and a position on the Sanybel River, 20 as a suitable place for
planting. Upon a subsequent inspection the position on the
River was not considered to hold out all the advantages which
were possessed by other locations, could they be obtained. The
original tract of land was therefore abandoned as not coming
up to the expectation of all the parties concerned, and permission
has been granted by Mr. Hackley to the Company, enabling
Charlotte Harbor area in November 1831, his account omits mention
of Sanibel and Captiva. He does describe the fisheries which he in-
spected and leaves a charming vignette of “old man Caldez,” the
patriarch of Caldez Island (present-day Useppa), whose hospitality
Strobel also enjoyed. See Peters, “Whitehead,” 34-38.
17. This title does not appear in the first installment, although it does
appear in the four subsequent ones.
18. Cape Romain, or Roman, or possibly Romano, is still a landmark on
the Gulf coast. It lies some six miles south of present-day Collier City.
19. Colonel George W. Murray.
20. Caloosahatchee River, frequently designated in earlier times as the
Sanibel.
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them to fix upon any other part of the main land, which they
may hereafter select. I will therefore say nothing in reference
to this portion of the Company’s grant, until they shall have
made their new selection. Should they succeed in obtaining good
land, convenient to Sanybel Island, there is no doubt that Sanybel
will in a short time become a flourishing town. In order that
the public may be in possession of correct information, I proceed
at once to a brief narrative of a Voyage to Sanybel Island and its
vicinity.
Sometime about the 1st of February last, the schooner
Olynthus, from New York, arrived at Key West, with settlers on
board for Sanybel Island. I had been for three weeks awaiting
her arrival, in order to go over with her. There were twenty or
thirty persons on board, and several ladies bound for the settle-
ment. We left Key West at 10 o’clock, A.M. and passed through
the North West Passage, with a fine breeze blowing. The sloop
Associate, a small vessel purchased by the Company, for explor-
ing, was directed to follow us. After a beautiful run during that
day and night, we found ourselves ashore on a bank about 8
miles from Sanybel Island, at 3 o’clock in the morning. This
mishap was occasioned by the carelessness of a seaman who gave
wrong soundings. There we lay thumping for several hours the
sea occasionally sweeping our decks, then the sloop Associate
hove in sight, and came to our relief. I will not attempt to de-
scribe the confusion of the gentlemen, or the alarm and dismay
of the ladies, as the heavy seas came sweeping in through our
“stern ports.” Nor will I undertake to pourtray [sic.] their joy,
when the sloop Associate ran down, and anchoring under the lee
of the bank on which we had grounded, sent a boat on board of
us. As many as could conveniently get on board, embarked at
once in the sloop, and started for Sanybel Island, leaving the
schooner to await the rising tide, when it was expected she would
get off.
We arrived at the Island about 8 o’clock in the morning.
On landing we were assailed by immense swarms of flees [sic],
whose company we could well have dispensed with. These vile
insects were brought to the island by a parcel of Spaniards and
Indians, who had been employed by the Company to build
several palmetto houses. Our things were got ashore as soon as
possible, a fire was kindled on the beach, and a boat dispatched
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in search of fish and oysters. About 9 o’clock, the schr. Olynthus
(having got off) came into harbor, with all sail set, and colors
flying.-By this event we gained a considerable accession to our
numbers. The boat sent off, returned in a short time, when
having cooked the fish and oysters, and prepared some hot coffee,
we sat down in the grass and made a delightful breakfast. Break-
fast being finished, which by the by, was a long and hearty meal,
we went to work. Most of the day was spent in getting our things
ashore, and preparing our lodgings, &c. Five palmetto houses
had been erected at the expense of the Company, for our accom-
modation. About twenty of us, ladies and gentlemen, took quar-
ters in the best house that night, “our lodging was on the cold
ground.” I spread my Buffalo skin, and lit my segar; the rest
of the party having made their beds, we all lay down, and in-
dulged in merriment “at the day’s disaster. We were comfortable,
cheerful and happy, even in a cottage. We had not, however,
lain long, before we heard the distant roll of thunder, which
approached us rapidly. In a very short space of time, the heavy
cloud which accompanied it, was overhead, and burst upon us
in a deluge of rain. Now came the sport! In building our houses,
the Indians had neglected to raise the floor above the surround-
ing grounds; in consequence of which, thirty or forty beautiful
little streams of water, came rushing through our lodging, with
a delightful murmuring noise. In a few minutes we were all
afloat, our bed room being converted into a complete lake. Every
man and woman was obliged to “take up his, or her bed and
walk,” in search of a dry place. In the mean time a small canal
was dug through the house, from door to door, so as to drain
off the water. The shower did not last long, “the waters sub-
sided,” tranquility was restored, we took our former positions,
and slept soundly until the following morning.
I rose early, took my gun, and strolled out, to see the Island.
I followed a fresh water branch, 21 which run up the Island, for
several miles, and succeeded in bringing home eighteen “blue
winged teal.” I cannot but smile whenever I think of this days
hunt. I had no dog, and was compelled to bring out the ducks
21. Traces of this stream may still be seen, although drainage projects and
surface alterations have reduced it to a trickle. Earlier maps show its
eastern extremity originating about a mile from the lighthouse at
Point Ybel.
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myself. There was at this time from 12 to 18 inches water, and
several feet of soft mud in the branch. I frequently sunk so deep
in the mud, that I was obliged to crawl out on all fours. The
last time I went in, I happened to get on top of an old Alligator
which was lying on the bottom, he flirted, floundered, and cleared
himself. From that day, I gave up playing my own dog, particu-
larly in fresh water, and where I was likely to meet with Alli-
gators.
No. II
Our first week was spent in exploring Sanybel Island. The
following is the result of the investigation. The island is from
12 to 15 miles long, and from 11/2 to 2 miles broad. 
22 On the
south side is a beautiful sea beach, extending the whole length
of the Island. Great quantities of elegant shells are washed
ashore on this beach, by every unusual swell of the sea. It is a
beautiful place for children to run about, in the cool of the
evening, or for persons to ride upon. The north side of the
island is six or eight feet above the level of the bay; the beach
being narrow, and a complete wall formed within fifteen or
twenty feet of the water’s edge, by banks of shell, which have
been piled for centuries by the sea. The shore is entirely divested
of Mangrove trees, except, very inconsiderable portion of the
western extremity of the island. The land is level, and I think
sufficiently high, to prevent the sea from rising over it. The island
is not well wooded, the growth near the water is the black man-
grove, a hard wood, well adapted for boat timber, and excellent
fire wood. The centre of the island may be called an immense
plain, or prairie, covered with various grasses, some of which are
suitable for grazing. The plain is so level that you may stand in
a given spot and see for miles, 23 there being nothing to interrupt
the vision, except the cabbage palmetto trees, which are scattered
at wide intervals throughout the prarie. [sic.] The soil is of two
qualities, one suited to the cultivation of sea island cotton, the
other to the culture of provisions, fruit, &c. There are a number
of ridges running for miles parallel to each other in the longitudi-
22. This is fairly accurate estimate of the dimensions.
23. According to Sam Bailey this is not the case today. Numerous plantings,
especially of the Australian pine, over the last seventy-five years have
obstructed the view from almost any spot on the island.
57
Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 48, Number 4
Published by STARS, 1969
400 FLORIDA  HISTORICAL  QUARTERLY
nal direction of the island, consisting of a light soil, with an
admixture of shell, partially decomposed, which, I think, would
grow fine sea island cottons; whilst the vallies lying between these
ridges, contain a rich, moist, black alluvial soil, upon which
good crops of provisions might be raised, and the tropical fruits
successfully cultivated. The soil is based on deposits of shell and
a concrete, formed of shell partially decomposed. I have been
told, that this is as good a foundation as could be required,
equal, if not superior, to any kind of marle.
The next thing which I will consider, is the harbor of
Sanybel. 24 I have no hesitation in pronouncing it the handsomest
bay I have ever seen. It is about three miles across, nearly cir-
cular in form, bounded on the north and west by the main land
of Florida, and protected on the south, east and west, by the
islands of Sanybel, Captive 25 and Pine. The entrance or channell
way into the harbor, will admit vessels drawing twelve or four-
teen feet water; whilst Charlotte harbor proper, with which the
harbor of Sanybel is directly connected, may be navigated with
steam boats for 40 or 50 miles. Sanybel on the north side may
be approached very near, there being a fine cove and bold water.
A few remarks in regard to the climate of Sanybel. We arrived
as has already been stated, early in the month of February, our
thermometer stood at 70 to 75, most of the time; on one occasion
after a north west blow of three days duration, it was down, as
low as 50 just before daybreak. It rose, however, to 65, before
the sun was an hour high. Perhaps, after all, the best mode of
judging of climate, is by observing the condition of plants. In
the months of Feb’y and March, I saw the Cotton tree in blossom
and in pod; several species of Convolvolus, or Morning glory, and
the Mimosa Farnesiana, or Poppinac tree in “full bearing,” this
latter plant is beyond a doubt indigenous to the island. If these
plants, many of which are exceedingly delicate, and incapable of
resisting the action of cold, continue in blossom from year to
year, and at all seasons, we have but little to apprehend from
frost. All the tropical plants may therefore be cultivated without
24. Most visitors would agree with Strobel that the bay and harbor are
indeed beautiful. The harbor is that portion of the north side of the
island, near the eastern tip. It lies principally on the eastern side
of the present-day approach of the bridge to Sanibel. Its depth appears
to be little changed since Strobel first saw it.
25. Modern Captiva.
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difficulty, and it appears to me, that sea Island Cotton can be
planted to great advantage. The Cotton tree of Florida, is not
an annual plant, but bears and produces for a succession of years.
It is questionable with me, whether the plant may not be several
years in attaining perfection, and whether it may not produce
better both as to quality and quantity, as the tree acquires age.
We read of the Peruvian Cotton being cultivated in orchards and
why may not the Sea Islands be treated in the same way? All that
is necessary, would be a suitable soil and climate. We have such
a soil and climate at Sanybel and its neighboring islands, and
I am determined to make the experiment. I am well satisfied
from actual observation that the Sea Island Cotton, planted on
the Florida Keys will produce for three years, without a deter-
ioration in quality. And may we not infer from analogy that so
far from its becoming inferior, it is likely to improve, as the
plant grows older and more vigorous. All things have however,
their limitations, and the tree after having attained a certain
age, must necessarily lose its vigor and power of producing.
“There is a point by nature fixed,
Whence life must downward tend.”
No. III
There is another great advantage possessed by this climate;
it is admirably adapted to the constitutions of persons laboring
under affections of the lungs. In this respect it is not only un-
rivalled in the United States, but is an improvement of the West
India climate, in as much as it is not so warm at noon, nor will
it be liable to the cold winds, which sweep down the mountains
of Cuba at night. The Company who have settled this island,
contemplate establishing a large hotel, expressly for the accom-
modation of sick and transient persons. It will be provided with
a skilful physician, and all of those little comforts and con-
veniences which are so necessary to the sick. Good horses will
be kept for riding, and abundant opportunities will be afforded
for sailing. A fine vessel will trade regularly between New York
and Sanybel, and a smaller one to Key West. By either of these
conveyances, persons desirous of trying the effects of the climate,
will have frequent and cheap opportunities of getting there.
These surely, are not inconsiderable advantages. Who would
not prefer being in his own country, and among those who speak
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his own language to going over the Island of Cuba; where he
must of necessity be subjected to many difficulties. It must be
borne in mind too, that in a very short time, not only may every
thing necessary to comfort be found there, but also all of the
tropical fruits and vegetable. 26
It is impossible, to speak positively of the health of the
climate, but judging from appearances, I should say, that Sanybel
Island must be healthy. Can we conceive of the existence of any
cause of disease on a fine Sea Island, high and dry, and free from
fresh water ponds, or lakes. But fortunately on this subject, we
are not left entirely to conjecture. Experience so far, has been
highly in its favor; of thirty or forty persons, who have been
settled on the island for several months, not a single individual
has been sick, and these individuals have undergone every kind
of exposure, which would be likely to produce sickness. In the
harbor of Sanybel, and within three miles of the Island, is a
Spanish settlement, where there are probably forty or fifty per-
sons, by them I have been assured that such a thing as fever, is
unknown among them. This settlement has been in existence, for
twenty-five or thirty years, the employment of the people is
fishing, in the occupation they have of course to endure great
exposure.
In a former number, I spoke of several Islands, which
bounded the harbor of Sanybel. The first of these Islands, which
I shall mention is Punta Rasa.  27 This is the place at which the
Spanish fishery is established. It is within three miles of Sanybel,
in a north and westerly direction. It is probably 5 or 6 miles
long and from half a mile, to a mile in width. Some parts of it
has been cultivated, the land is very good in some places, good
crops of corn having been made. There are several splendid lime
trees on this island, growing in great luxuriance; when I saw
them they were covered with young limes. Here I also saw several
cabbage stalks, which had been planted in a garden, and which
26. This is not unlike the promotional literature of a later era. There is
little doubt that the speculators envisioned a well-provisioned and
comfortable settlement accessible with a minimum of risk and incon-
venience.
27. Punta Rassa is that spit of the mainland jutting out into San Carlos
Bay just south of the mouth of the Caloosahatchee. Strobel was in
error in assuming that it was an island; his sense of direction some-
times failed him. In this case, for example, Punta Rassa lies to the
northeast and not the northwest of Sanibel harbor.
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had grown to the heighth of six feet, and put forth ten or twelve
branches, on the end of each of which was a head of greens.
Punta Rasa contains 10 to 12 houses, framed of wood, and
thatched all over with palmetto leaves. The principal inhabitants
are Spaniards, but by far the largest number are Indians. These
Indians are employed by the Spaniards; they go out in large
canoes and catch fish, on the neighboring shores; they use the
seine. When the fishing season is over, they go into the country,
or on the neighboring islands, and plant provisions, such as corn,
sugar cane, pumpkins, sweet potatoes, &c. The Spaniards have
done a great deal towards civilizing these people. They are well
fed and clothed, and have been taught many little arts, which
are useful; as well as the use of many comforts. Whiskey is dealt
out among them very sparingly. One night, having understood
that there would be an Indian Ball, and not being able to induce
any one to go over with me, I went over in a fishing canoe, with
several Indians who were then at Sanybel. Arrived at Punta Rasa,
I received great hospitality from a Spaniard the Captain of the
fishery. He invited me to his house, and set before me an excel-
lent supper. We had a kind of pilau made of rice and fowl, a
couple of wild pigeons broiled, some fried fish and vension, ex-
cellent white bread and strong coffee. After supper the Captain
presented me with half a dozen splendid Spanish Segars, and
we walked out. He now called up all hands for the Ball. Men,
women and children soon collected by moonlight, some beat a
kind of drum, others sung, and all who did not dance, made some
kind of noise. At first they danced in pairs, a figure somewhat
resembling the Spanish fandango. They were not very active in
the use of their feet, but kept good time, and threw themselves
into a number of attitudes and positions, displaying great
strength and agility. Afterwards a dance (the name of which I
do not recollect) was performed by women alone. Each woman
was provided with pieces of leather, or deer skin, to which were
appended six or eight box turtle shells, filled with a seed called
Indian shot, one of these skins was fastened on to the calf of
each leg with straps. After thus preparing themselves, eight or
ten of them came out and formed a ring. At a given signal they
all started; they went off at first with a slow, and measured pace,
throwing their bodies into various attitudes; round and round
they went, not a shell was rattled. At length the female, who
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appeared to take the lead, struck up and each one in turn; as
she reached the same spot commenced rattling. The dance now
became more animated, they jumped and capered and frisked,
and rattled their shells at a tremendous and deafening rate. Grad-
ually their speed was slackened, the dance became slower, and
the rattles ceased; these evolutions were repeated several times.
About 11 o’clock, they gave over, and I was conducted by the
captain to a storehouse, in which a bed had been made for me.
A small fire was burning with a cheerful blaze in the centre of
the room. After giving me directions how to fasten the door, the
captain bid me “good night,” and retired. I threw more wood
on the fire, fastened the door, lit my segar, and lay down on a
cot. I did not get asleep for some time, my mind being occupied
with the things I had seen. Here I lay, alone, unarmed, in the
power of six or eight Spaniards, and twenty or thirty Indians,
to whom I was an entire stranger. But I felt not the slightest
apprehension-I had freely thrown myself into their power, and
felt confident that the rights of hospitality would not be violated.
Having smoked my segar, I fell asleep, not to dream of robbery
and murder, but of “home, sweet home.” In the middle of the
night, I was awakened by the barking of a watch dog, when find-
ing that my fire had burnt down, I got up, threw on some chips,
and went to bed again. The ascending flame soon shed abroad
its cheerful light, and I fell asleep lulled by the crackling blaze.
S.
No. IV
I was awakened early in the morning, by the noise of the
woman and children. As soon as I got up, some hot coffee was
brought me. I walked down to the beach, where the women and
children were receiving their days allowance, and the men were
busily employed cleaning and salting down the fish, which had
been taken on the preceding evening. After the fish had been
put away, and the men, women and children had retired, I
observed several strange looking birds, in a flock of turkey
buzzards, devouring the fish entrails which had been left on the
beach. I approached near enough to observe them, when they
flew up and lit on a tree. I went up to the Captains house,
borrowed his gun, and at one shot, brought down two of them.
They were entirely new to me, something “between hawk and
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buzzard.” I skinned these birds, and brought them on with me,
and have since discovered, that they are the new buzzard first
discovered in the United States, and described and drawn by
Mr. Audubon. 28 He only procured one specimen, near St. Augus-
tine. I returned to Sanybel about nine o’clock this day.
The next place which I visited was Captive Island, 29 which
is separated from Sanybel by a small channell. We were induced
to land here in consequence of seeing several wild hogs running
along the beach. After a hunt of an hour, or more, in which we
were unsuccessful; it being near sundown, we determined to
camp for the night. Our tent was pitched, and fires made. We
were now joined by another exploring party. We all sat down
around our fire, and chatted away very pleasantly until bed time,
when we retired. On our expeditions, we always kept our guns
loaded for fear of wild beasts, this night they were all placed as
usual in the corner of the tent. The fire was left burning, and
the cooking utensils around it. A little before day light, I hap-
pened to wake and heard a hog, rooting, and turning over our
pots and pans. I rose without saying a word to the rest of the
party, took up a double barrelled gun, and stepped to the door,
there was sufficient light to enable me to see a large hog at about
twenty paces, I blazed away, to the great astonishment of my
companions who were awakened by the report of the gun; and
the grunting of the hog. He did not travel far, we found him
40 or 50 yards from the spot where he stood when I fired. Having
no utensil large enough to scald him, we hung him up and
skinned him. He must have weighed 150 pounds. While break-
fast was preparing, we walked out and examined the Island.
We saw considerable quantities of good land, the character of
it being similar to that of Sanybel Island. A beautiful little cove
or harbor is formed in this island by an indentation of the sea.
During our walk, we saw a drove of at least twenty hogs, of all
sizes, and discovered a palmetto house, around which was the
remnant of a garden, indicated by a few stalks of corn, and
several pumpkin vines. This accounts for our finding wild hogs
28. This was the Caracara Eagle, or Polyborus cheriway auduboni.
29. Captive Island, or Captiva, a  th in  s t r ip  o f  l and  running  genera l ly
north and south, lies immediately north of Sanibel. It is bounded on
the east by Pine Island Sound and on the west by the Gulf of Mexico.
It is separated from Sanibel by Blind Pass.
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on this island; they were originally brought there by some indi-
vidual, a former inhabitant.  
From Captive, we passed on to several other islands, of which
I have not a sufficient recollection, to speak with any degree of
certainty.-A number of gentlemen went ashore at Bocca Grande
Island, 30 and came back with a report, that they had seen some
fine land. From Bocca Grande we went to Caldez Island 31  -
another Fishery was established here, under the superintendence
of an old Spaniard, by the name of Caldez. 32 This man, I am
told, is hard upon 90 years of age; he is a hale, hearty, and active
man; he informed me, that he had been living here, for nearly
fifty years. I went with him to see his trees; among them was a
cocoa nut, twenty one or two years old, and several orange trees,
twenty five years of age, which he had planted with his own
hands.
The establishment here is very similar to the one at Punta
Rasa. An Inspector of the Revenue resides on this Island; his
house is situated on a high bluff, from 40 to 50 feet above the
level of the sea, in a very commanding position. We were well
entertained, and remained the best part of a day here; this is a
very small Island. S.
30. There is little doubt that the Boca Grande Island of Strobel’s account
is La Costa Island of the present-day.
31. Caldez Island appears on the John Lee Williams map of 1837 as
Toampe or  Ca ldes  I s land ,  bu t  on  no  maps  of  l a te r  da te  i s  i t  so
designated. Its location, as fixed by Strobel, at five miles south of
Boca Grande and twenty-five miles from Punta Rassa, makes it almost
certain to be present day Useppa. Besides, Strobel’s description of its
contours and elevation-a high bluff, “from 40 to 50 feet above the
level of the sea”-allowing for some erosion in the course of a hundred
and thirty-three years, fits Useppa, whose highest elevation is about
twenty-seven feet. No other site in the vicinity is quite so high. One
other piece of evidence supports this identity: The Christian name
of Caldes was Jose (or Hose, as it appears in the 1830 census). When
the island appears in the 1870 census it bears the name Guiseppe,
the Italian form of Joseph, and one of its two inhabitants was Frank
Virgilio, born in Italy. It is likely that Virgilio, aware of its previous
occupancy by Jose Caldes, gave it the name Guiseppe, or Joseph’s
Island, which in time corrupted into Useppa. The legend that the
name derives from Josefa Inex de Mayorga, daughter of a viceroy of
Mexico, who was  murdered  by  Gaspar i l la  when she  res i s ted  h is
attempts at love making, should perhaps not be totally discounted.
See Jack Beater, Pirates and Buried Treasure on the Florida Islands
(St. Petersburg, 1964), 73.
32. Hose Caldes was one of the notable characters of southwest Florida
during these years. He is listed in the 1830 Monroe County census
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No. V
I propose now to offer a few remarks on the resources of this
Island. There is no doubt that a town will be established here, 33
and in process of time, a port of entry. Sanybel, containing as
it does about 10,000 acres of arable land, will, if cultivated, yield
a very considerable amount of produce. Gardens and orchards
of tropical fruits planted here, will produce a very handsome
income to proprietors. There will be no difficulty in finding a
market for everything which can be raised. New Orleans, one
of the most distant ports to the westward, is not more than three
days sail from Sanybel; whilst we have Mobile, St. Marks,
Apalachicola, and Pensacola lying still nearer; these places will
be able to consume more than Sanybel can export for twenty
years to come. By many it has been objected to Sanybel that
it is so far from the Atlantic Coast as to render it difficult to
get to a market, that objection is at once removed. Let any one
who is disposed to satisfy himself, look at any chart of the Gulf
of Mexico, and he will discover that Sanybel can never want for
a mart. The crops from all of the neighboring islands, from
Charlotte Harbor must of necessity pass through this place, and
these islands are not inconsiderable, either in respect to their
number or the quantity of good land which they contain. But
after all, the prospect of Sanybel becoming a town of importance,
will materially depend on the success of the settlement of the
main land. Let me be distinctly understood. I am well satisfied,
that any man who settles on Sanybel or the neighboring Islands,
must do well. Nature has been very bountiful to this section of
country, in providing the means of living. The waters abound
with the finest fish in the world. To give some idea of the pro-
fusion, I will barely state, that two large canoe loads is the
in the sixty-seventy age bracket, and could probably not claim the
“hard upon 90 years” which Strobel accorded him. He was a person
of great interest to William A. Whitehead, who thought that Caldes
had visited Charlotte Harbor as early as 1776. Peters, “Reminiscences,”
34-38. See also Williams, Territory of Florida, 33, 294.
33. The land company lost no time in providing the legal bases for their
settlement. Within about two weeks after the arrival of the settlers,
the Florida legislature passed an act (February 17, 1833) incorporating
the towns of Sanibel and Murray. The latter never materialized. Acts
of the Legislative Council of the Territory of Florida, 1833, No. 55, 119.
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quantity usually taken at every tide, by eight or ten men em-
ployed at the Spanish Fishery. I attended one day the hauling of
a seine on Sanybel beach. The seine was only 22 fathoms in
length, and yet at a single haul we took one hundred and fifteen
sheep head, and sixty odd fish of other kinds. Various doubts
arose as to the quantity which we had taken, and in order to
be certain of the number, I had them counted as they were
thrown ashore. Within three or four miles of Sanybel, are some
fine banks of oysters, as good as any I have ever eaten, and a man
might in three or four hours supply himself with as many as he
could eat in a week. Clams of the finest description and very
large are found all along the coast. At proper seasons immense
quantities of green turtle come ashore to deposit their eggs on
the Keys. A planter by devoting three or four weeks to that
object, might take and salt as much fish as would feed his people
all the year round, besides which he would enjoy the facility of
procuring fresh provisions of various descriptions. Venison, wild
ducks and turkeys, curlews, flamingos, etc. may be had with
very little trouble. I have bought as fine a haunch of Venison
as I ever saw, for twenty-five cents, and a whole deer for one
dollar. A man who possesses these facilities of living must do
well, but in order that Sanybel may become a town of import-
ance, the contemplated settlement on the main land, must prove
successful. I have already stated, that the company had relin-
quished their grant on the main bordering on the Sanybel
River, 34 in hopes of selecting a more favorable location. As far
as I have seen of this River, I think they have acted wisely, and
will briefly state my reasons for entertaining that opinion. The
good land on the banks of the Sanybel River commences in a
very narrow belt near the mouth of the river, but it is supposed
that the land widens as you progress upwards, and becomes at
the head of the river, an immense prairie, the soil of which is
good. The conditions on which the company purchased their
land, was, that they should take twenty one miles in length, by
five in depth on the banks of the river. The selection having
been made too near the mouth of the river, would have given
to each individual, a very small proportion of good land, as the
depth from the river was very inconsiderable. Their present
34. The Caloosahatchee.
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object is to move higher up the river, so as to secure a large
quantity of good land on the river. Now although the position
first chosen, did not (for the reasons stated) exactly suit their
purposes, it will answer well for individuals who are desirous
of planting on a small scale. I have seen some tracts of very fine
land on the Sanybel river low down, but it is of limited extent,
any man, however, desirous of purchasing from one to three
hundred acres, might select it, to suit himself. And there will be
this great advantage in his location; the Company being settled
high up the river, and intending to run a steam boat, those low
down, who may have but a small quantity of produce will enjoy
every facility of transporting their crops to market possessed by
the Company; which they would not perhaps have done, had the
Company settled lower down, and they be compelled to locate
at the head of the river.
There  i s  one  o ther  r ive r  which  I  sha l l  ment ion ,  the
Mayocca. 35 This river empties into Charlotte Harbor, about 20
miles from Sanybel. The land is heavily wooded on both sides;
the growth consists of live oak, hickory, cypress, cabbage
palmetto, &c. Most of the land is low and will require draining.
I think that fine rice fields might be made here, and good sugar
grown.-The water of these rivers is fresh, and excellent to drink.
But little is known, however, in respect to land adjacent to these
rivers, the country having never been explored. It is my deter-
mination when I return to explore them thoroughly, and what-
ever may be the result of my observations, I will make them
known to the public.
I have thus briefly stated what information I possess in
regard to this section of country. It is neither my intention, or
desire, to persuade any man to go out there. I have simply laid
before the public the little knowledge which I have of what I
hope will one day become a highly interesting portion of our
35. Williams’ 1837 map indicates three major rivers flowing into Charlotte
Harbor. They are, from south to north, the Mecaco, the Tolopchopko
or Peace, and the Asternal. The Peace is still so designated today; the
Asternal is apparently the Myakka River; but the Mecaco, thought by
Williams to originate in Lake Mecaco (now the Okeechobee), does not
appear on modern maps, nor is there any stream of major proportions
between the Peace and the Caloosahatchee. One must conclude that
a  marshy  a rea  near  what  i s  today  the  boundary  be tween  Lee  and
Charlotte counties was mistaken by early explorers for a river. The
mouth of the Myakka is considerably more than twenty miles from
Sanibel.
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country. I would advise every man who feels disposed to change
of residence, before doing so, to go and look at the country for
himself. We have heard so many tales, and read so many highly
colored accounts of the wonderful resources of new countries,
that the public have lost their relish for the plain, substantial,
wholesome truth. In order therefore to induce men, to “tempt
the main,” in search of a new residence, it must be represented
as an “El dorado.” Such is not the design of this Company, or
the gentlemen connected with it. Most of them are going out
to settle, themselves, and hope to satisfy the public by their
experiments, and the crops which they make, that theirs is not a
visionary scheme, or idle speculation. There are 30 or 40 persons
now at Sanybel, to whom will be added seventy or eighty more
in the course of the fall.
E P I L O G U E
The dream of a flourishing Sanibel did not materialize. Its
remoteness from other settlements, the rigors of digging a living
from its soil, and perhaps the abundance of mosquitoes were
factors in its failure. But far more important, the ever-increasing
hostility of the vexed and beleaguered Indians, which gradually
deteriorated into the Second Seminole War, rendered life on the
islands perilous. The early efforts to “make a go of it” were
serious and diligent. In December 1833, thirteen citizens of
Sanibel petitioned the secretary of the treasury to construct a
lighthouse on Sanibel, hoping to make their coast safer and more
attractive to shippers plying the Gulf. 36 But one hears little more
about their venture. John Lee Williams wrote: “A Company
from New-York, in the winter of 1833, surveyed a town at the
S. E. end of the island. One elegant house was built and several
smaller ones, but at this time, 1837, it is nearly deserted.” 37 A
short while earlier, Navy Lieutenant Levin M. Powell and a
small exploring party had anchored their craft in Sanibel harbor.
His report on the expedition includes the following statement:
“All the old ‘Ranchos’ were visited, but they had been aban-
doned, and for the most part destroyed during the last season.”
36. Clarence E. Carter (ed.), The Territorial Papers of the United States;
Florida Territory, 26 vols. (Washington, 1956-1962), XXIV, 930.
37. Williams, Territory of Florida, 32.
68
Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 48 [1969], No. 4, Art. 1
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol48/iss4/1
SANIBEL  ISLAND AND ITS VICINITY 411
The time was November 29, 1836. 38 The census-taker overlooked
Sanibel completely in 1840, 1850, and 1860. In 1870 he found
“On Sinnabel” two inhabitants, William S. Allen, aged forty-
seven, assistant marshal and farmer, Connecticut-born; and his
son, George, aged sixteen, born in Florida, with the occupation,
farm laborer. The slow revival had begun.
38. Levin M. Powell to Thomas Crabb, commanding U. S. S. Vandalia,
December 8, 1836, printed in Army and Navy Chronicle, New Series,
IV (January-June 1837), 298-99.
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A NOTE ON GOVERNOR GEORGE F. DREW
by JERRELL H. SHOFNER *
FOR THE PROPONENTS of the legend of the “Lost Cause” GeorgeF. Drew ranks high in the galaxy of heroes as the “Re-
deemer,” whose election as governor in 1876 saved Florida from
the “Radical” Republicans, and restored “home rule” to the na-
tive white population. Of course, many Floridians had known
during the 1876 election campaign that Drew was a New Hamp-
shire native, that he had been a Unionist in Georgia during the
war years, and that he was only recently converted to the Con-
servative-Democratic cause, after supporting Ulysses S. Grant for
President in 1868. Nor was it any secret that the United States
Court of Claims had awarded him a cash settlement for cotton
which had been confiscated by General Sherman’s army and that
such claims were only paid to Unionists who could prove their
unswerving loyalty to the United States between 1861-1865. All
this was enough to convince Conservative-Democrat Edwin W.
L’Engle that, even though Drew could probably be elected, he
would not be much better than a “Radical.” 1 The Republican
Tallahassee Sentinel raged that “Mr. Drew was nominated for
the Union flavor that his record might give the ‘Lost Cause’.” 2
Despite the general acquaintance with Drew’s wartime
status, it is doubtful that many of his supporters in 1876 and
certainly his later admirers knew much about his specific activi-
ties. The beginning of hostilities in 1861 found Drew in Colum-
bus, Georgia, running a sawmill from which the Confederate
government was supplied with lumber. Later in that year he
began making salt near St. Andrews Bay in West Florida. This
business was abandoned when Federal raiding parties destroyed
his equipment in 1862. After the dissolution of his salt-making
enterprise, Drew sold his mill in Columbus and moved to Adams
Station in Lee County, Georgia. At this point on the South-
* Mr. Shofner is assistant professor of history, Florida State University.
1. Edwin W. L’Engle to Edward M. L’Engle, May 19, 1876, L’Engle Papers,
Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill.
2. Tallahassee Sentinel, June 10, 1876.
[ 412 ]
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western Railroad between Smithville and Albany, he began
another sawmilling venture, and he also owned and operated
the depot, which was sometimes thereafter called Drew’s Mills.
Although he furnished lumber to the Confederate govern-
ment from this new mill just as he had earlier in Columbus,
Drew’s Union proponents pointed out that he had never served
in the Confederate army and had never subscribed to a Confed-
erate loan. Beyond that, he allegedly had expressed bitter opin-
ions about the “rebel” cause and even planned to cripple the
Confederacy by volunteering to lead some Union general through
southwest Georgia to cut off supplies to Lee’s forces in Virginia.
Drew also advocated arming Negroes in support of the Union,
a totally heretical sentiment in the Confederacy. 3
While these allegations are difficult to substantiate, there is
strong evidence that he assisted Union sympathizers in running
the Confederate lines to escape military service. H. R. Linthicum
of Columbus, who avoided the draft until 1863 by working in
a gun factory, was told to contact George F. Drew of Lee County
if he wished to avoid his impending induction into the Confed-
erate army. At Drew’s instigation, Linthicum sold all his belong-
ings and went to Adams Station where he remained for two
months. From there Drew drove him in a buggy through Tal-
lahassee to St. Marks. Failing to contact a northern gunboat
there, they drove to Quincy and obtained a passport from Gen-
eral Howell Cobb which declared that Linthicum was a Confed-
erate agent buying machinery for grist mills. With this identifica-
tion they were allowed to pass through guerilla lines between
Quincy and Apalachicola. They were finally able to signal the
James L. Davis, a Union blockade vessel, which took Linthicum
on board. Drew then returned to Adams Station.
Drew allegedly told Linthicum that he, too, would leave the
Confederacy were it not for his family and property. He may
have wished that he had in late 1863 when he was arrested,
charged with disloyalty to the Confederacy, and tried before a
Confederate Commissioner at Macon. He was apparently con-
victed and imprisoned at Savannah until sometime in 1864.
About that time Drew worked out a scheme enabling him to
3. The information in this and succeeding paragraphs was taken from
Case File GJ 3309 (George F. Drew), Records of the Court of Claims,
Record Group 123, National Archives.
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leave the South and take most of his property with him. One
of his acquaintances, J. B. Ross of Macon, was a staunch Con-
federate who owned about 200 bales of cotton stored in a Sa-
vannah warehouse. The cotton was in danger of capture by
General Sherman’s forces. Drew converted his property into
cotton stored in southwest Georgia and traded it to Ross for
that in Savannah. Then, Drew took his family to Florida and
ran the Confederate lines, finally boarding a Union boat near
Savannah.
Meanwhile, his cotton was captured by the Union army
and sold in New York. Drew entered a claim for the cotton,
and between 1868 and 1871 his case was considered by the United
States Court of Claims. After due consideration of lengthy testi-
mony, the Court found that Drew was “always loyal to the
United States,” that he was the legitimate owner of 200 bales
of cotton captured by United States forces in January 1865, and
that he should recover $35,066 as the net proceeds from it.
With this settlement Drew was able to expand the lumbering
operations of the Drew and Bucki Corporation at Ellaville,
Florida. When he was elected as the “redeeming” governor of
Florida in 1876, he was often referred to as “Millionaire” Drew.
While this is an exaggeration of his holdings, most of which he
lost by the early 1890s, there was much election-year commentary
on the role the cotton claim played in his affluence. It is an
open question whether public knowledge of the proof which
supported the claim would have affected the election. Probably
not. But quite apart from that question, Drew is a most remark-
able Confederate hero.
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Florida State University, Robert L. Strozier Library
John Hollingsworth, Sr., Papers (Mt. Vernon Plantation,
Jefferson County, 1768-1887). The papers of John Hollings-
worth, Sr. (plantation and land owner) consist of genealogical
data of the Hollingsworth and Oliphant families, tax receipts,
paid bills, production lists of slaves, account sales for cotton, bills
for weighing cotton, doctor bills for visits to and service rendered
to the family and to Negro slaves, account sales, railroad bills
of lading, express receipts, promissory notes, lists of sale of
slaves, executor’s papers pertaining to distribution of property,
slaves, livestock, farm implements, household furniture, land.
563 pieces.
Jones Family Papers (Washington County, 1893-1961).
Papers of the Reverend T. C. (Charles) Jones, Episcopal min-
ister, and his son W. W. (Walter) Jones, who owned and edited
the Chipley Banner. Contains family and business correspond-
ence, holograph sermons, notes, essays, poems, business papers,
tax receipts, legal papers, bank notes, lodge papers, newspaper
clippings, memorials, and family pictures. 623 pieces.
Glenn Terrell Papers (Tallahassee, 1905-1967). As pro-
fessor, lawyer, representative, state senator, justice and chief
justice of the Florida Supreme Court, Judge Terrell’s papers are
numerous. Among them are his opinions and per curiams,
speeches, documents and papers pertaining to the Florida Bar,
campaign literature, personal papers and correspondence, photo-
graphs, scrapbooks, resolutions, and memorials. 7,671 pieces.
R. G. Shaw Papers (1851-1884). Letters, deeds, executor’s
papers, sales contracts, mortgages, correspondence pertaining to
dealings in Florida land, and tax papers. Pertains chiefly to the
affairs of Joseph Finegan. There are also seventeen Civil War
letters (1861-1864) written by two brothers, Roderick Gaspero
and James Kirkpatrick Shaw from various locations in Kentucky,
Tennessee, and Georgia to their sister, Mrs. Jesse Shaw Smith,
Quincy, Florida. Seventy pieces.
[ 415 ]
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Monroe County (Key West) Public Library
“Fort Jefferson, U. S. Army Hospital, Department of Reg-
ister, Dry Tortugas, Florida,” (1862-1865). One volume.
Letter Books of Tift Company, 1857-1859, 1859-1861, 1868-
1869. Three volumes.
W. A. Whitehead Manuscripts: “Childhood and Youth”
(original manuscript with clipping and transcript copy); “Mem-
orandums of Peregrinations by Land & Water, Recorded for my
Own Amusement,” Vol. 2, July 1830-1832. (zerox of original
manuscript). 
W.P.A.-F.E.R.A. Clipping service scrap books, Monroe
County: 6 vols. July 1934-August 1936.
Sanborn Insurance Maps of Key West: 5 sets, 1889-1926).
Photostat copies. 
Bahamas Government Records: Official Records of Registrar
Generals Office (pre-1850). Microfilm, 120 rolls.
Bahamas Newspapers: Various Nassau Newspapers (1784-
1860). Microfilf, twenty-five rolls.
Miscellaneous Key West Letters: Twenty-one personal letters
(1834-1888), written from and to persons in Key West.
Historic American Buildings Survey-Key West, Florida:
Photographs, architectural drawings, and historic write-ups of
various Key West buildings.
Rollins College, Mills Memorial Library
Achilles Murat Letter 1827, (facsimile copy of original in
Florida State Library). The Murat Collection was presented to
the Mills Memorial Library in 1948 by Dr. A. J. Hanna. It
consists of materials gathered by Dr. Hanna in the preparation
of his book, A Prince In Their Midst. The collection is available
for use by arrangement.
University of South Florida Library
Governor LeRoy Collins Papers: Additional correspondence
covering the years 1961-1968 have been added to the collection.
They include material relating to Governor Collins’ presidency
of the National Association of Broadcasters, and his service as
Director of Community Relations and as United States Under-
74
Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 48 [1969], No. 4, Art. 1
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol48/iss4/1
MANUSCRIPT  ACQUISITIONS  AND  ACCESSIONS 417
secretary of Commerce, and campaign material and correspond-
ence pertaining to his 1968 senatorial race. There are also some
film strips and tapes. The LeRoy Collins Collection is being
catalogued. It can be used by special permission.
University of West Florida, John C. Pace Library
Cooper Papers (Holt, Florida, 1927-1931): Account books
and prison camp roster. Restricted use. Twenty pieces.
Collier Family Papers (Pensacola, 1910-1957): General cor-
respondence relating to the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion and other local organizations. 384 pieces.
Rosasco Papers, group two (Pensacola, 1937-1961): Corres-
pondence and business papers, with emphasis on the port of
Pensacola. 530 pieces.
Larkin Cleveland Papers (DeFuniak Springs and Pensacola,
1914-1953): Notebooks and clippings, with over 900 issues of the
DeFuniak Herald, 1914-1939. 926 pieces.
Kell Papers, group two and three (Cantonment and Pensa-
cola, 1822-1925): Correspondence and family papers of the
Tapiola, McVoy, and McSween families. 479 pieces.
L. Odell Griffith: Original manuscript and proofs of his
Florida novel, Seed in the Wind.
Pensacola theatrical programs (1898-1930): Three volumes,
copies of the originals in the possession of Mrs. D. B. Smith of
Pensacola.
Bickford-Jones Memorial Library Papers (Ferry Pass, Flor-
ida, 1932-1940): Sixty pieces.
Ebenezer Baptist Church, formerly Holmes Valley Church
(Washington County, 1846-1956): Copy of the original church
record and minute book.
University of Florida, P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History
Wells Sawyer Papers (1896): Wells Sawyer was the artist
and photographer for the Pepper-Hearst archaeological expedi-
tion on the Gulf coast of Florida. Included are the complete set
of negative photographs of artifacts discovered and Sawyer’s per-
sonal field-note records. Given by Helen Sawyer Farnsworth.
One manuscript box.
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Ernest R. Graham Papers (1937-1945): Collection covers his
campaign for the governorship in 1944, a variety of Florida
legislative and political matters, the Cross-Florida Barge Canal,
and his business activities as a dairyman in South Florida. Let-
ters, speeches, newspaper clippings, pictures, documents, and
campaign literature. Fifty manuscripts boxes, four notebooks,
and a scrapbook.
Elizabeth Austin Collection: Consists of newspaper clippings
and typescripts of her articles which appeared in the Wild
Adventure series of the Florida Times-Union, September 3, 1961-
October 23, 1966.
Sir Guy Carleton Dorchester Papers, 1747-1783. British Head-
quarter manuscripts of the American Revolution. Includes
calendar published by British Historical Manuscripts Commis-
sion. 10,434 items; thirty reels of microfilm from the positive
photostats in Colonial Williamsburg.
East Florida Papers (1783-1821): The 65,000 documents
include ecclesiastical papers; correspondence between the cap-
tains general of Cuba and the governors of Florida; correspond-
ence of the governors of Florida with the Department of the
Indies, departments of state, war, grace, and justice. Spanish
exchequer; correspondence with ministers and consuls of the
United States; relations with the trading house of Panton, Leslie
and Company, and relations with the Indians. Ninety additional
subdivisions of correspondence and records are represented.
There is an analytical index of the Papers prepared by Howard
F. Cline and an inventory list by Dr. Michael V. Gannon. 175
rolls of microfilm.
General Sir Frederick Haldimand Papers: Correspondence
with the governors of provinces (1765-1774); letterbook on
affairs in Florida (1768-1770); letters and accounts relating to
ordnance affairs at Pensacola (1764-1773); accounts of Pensa-
cola (1767-1773); regimental returns military accounts, etc.,
relating to Florida (1760-1774). Includes calendars of corres-
pondence with General Gage, Brigadier General Taylor, and the
provincial governors. Two reels microfilm.
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Mississippi Provincial Archives: French Dominion (1698-
1763): Official correspondence concerning colonization and mili-
tary activities in the Mississippi Valley area. Collected, edited,
and translated by Dunbar Rowland and G. G. Sanders. Thirteen
reels of microfilm.
Spain. Contaduria: Accounts of the royal officials for the
provinces of Florida, 1565-1602. Material relating to Spanish
Florida from legajos 941-949 of the Contaduria records in the
Archivo General de Indias. Eight reels of microfilm.
Charles E. Bennett Papers. Eight additional boxes of cor-
respondence and miscellaneous office files covering the period
1967-1968 have been added to the Bennett collection.
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The Road to Samarkand: Frederick Delius and His Music. By
Gloria Jahoda. (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1969.
xii, 248 pp. Acknowledgments, illustrations, epilogue, index.
$4.50.)
Added impetus is given to the rising tide of renewed interest
in the English composer, Frederick Delius, with the publication
of this volume by Gloria Jahoda of Tallahassee. While placing
great emphasis on the importance of Delius’ short stay in Florida
and its subsequent influence on his music, Mrs. Jahoda has made
every effort to unearth new material and to clarify conflicting
accounts of his life. She has relied heavily on the biography by
Delius’ sister, Clare Delius Allan-Black, for accounts of their
childhood and family and on Margaret Vessey, Clare’s daughter,
for memories of the composer’s last days. From these and other
sources she has drawn a vivid portrait of father Julius, intolerant
and unbending, but perhaps because of those characteristics,
stiffening his son’s resolve to devote his life to music. There is
also a heartbreaking account of devoted Jelka, the wife, whose
love did indeed include fierce possessiveness and the constancy
of the stars.
Other biographers enjoyed friendships with Delius at various
periods of his life, which ended in 1934. Their viewpoints of his
character vary to the degree to which they fell under the spell of
his personal appeal. Mrs. Jahoda is free of that enchantment and
has tried, with more objectivity, to distill the available material,
to put it into perspective, and to draw a penetrating picture of
him. She has succeeded to a marked degree.
Less successful are the efforts to support the premise that the
rhythms and intervals of the American Negro’s music, which
Delius heard for the first time in Florida, remained the dominant
ingredient traceable throughout most of his work. As a matter
of fact, he was affected by and susceptible to environments
where ever he found himself. The Scandinavian countries exerted
constant stimulation, Paris inspired one of his greatest composi-
tions, and the long years in the isolation of Grez revealed yet
another facet of his creative ability.
[ 420 ]
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Some of the most effective passages in the book describe the
cities in which Delius lived. Mrs. Jahoda writes with warmth
and keen insight about the Jacksonville of the 1880s, just as it
was beginning to flex its muscles. It comes alive on these pages.
Danville, Virginia, with its Roanoke Female College and its
cotton mills, has an atmosphere all its own, while the distinctive
flavors of Leipsig and Paris are lovingly described. And finally,
there is the serenity of Grez-sur-Loing, in the house behind
the blue door with its garden of flowers spilling down to the
river, this Eden where Delius and Jelka lived for more than
thirty years, and where The Road to Samarkand came to an end.
Jacksonville, Florida 
EVELYN  HARRIS
Re-Discover Florida. By Hampton Dunn. (Miami: Hurricane
House, 1969. 84 pp. Foreword, illustrations. $5.95; paper,
$2.95.)
Hampton Dunn of Tampa, journalist, columnist, editor, lec-
turer, broadcaster, and vice-president of Peninsular AAA Motor
Club, has had a life-long love affair with Florida. He is a true
Florida “cracker,” having been born in Citrus County. His job
with the travel club keeps him on the go all over Florida, and
he is so vitally interested in what he finds on his travels, that
he decided to share his enthusiasm with Floridians and visitors
alike. His new book Re-Discover Florida is much more than a
travel account or guide book, for by highlighting certain places
and certain people in Florida, he has told much of the fascinat-
ing history and folklore of Florida.
The format of the book devotes one page to each historic
spot, with the text usually accompanied by a photograph. Since
there is no index or table of contents, the book is divided into
three geographical divisions to make for easier use: Florida East
Coast, Central Florida, and Florida West Coast. The sites cov-
ered range geographically from Old Christ Church in Pensacola
to the light house on Garden Key in the Dry Tortugas. The
cover is a handsome color photograph of Fort Pickens.
The author says in his foreword that Re-Discover Florida
“only scratches the surface of what Florida is all about.” His
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aim has been to re-kindle the interest of Floridians in their state,
and to provide the Florida visitor with a tantalizing guide to
some of the places he should see. We think he has achieved his
objectives very well, and we hope there will be more on Florida
forthcoming from Hampton Dunn. (Books may be ordered from
the author, 10610 Carrolwood Drive, Tampa.)
MARGARET  L. CHAPMAN
University of South Florida Library
Memoirs of a Naturalist. By Herbert L. Stoddard, Sr. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1969. xix, 303 pp. Acknowl-
edgements, illustrations, introduction, bibliography, index.
$6.95.)
After the delightful introduction by the famous artist-
ornithologist George Miksch Sutton, these memoirs are divided
into parts: Part one (three chapters) “The Florida Years”; part
two “The Museum Years”; and part three “The Georgia Years.”
Much more of the book is about Florida than this arrangement
indicates-for many years the author has had two mailing ad-
dresses: Route 5, Thomasville, Georgia, and Route 1, Talla-
hassee, Florida. His plantation, “Sherwood,” is just north of the
Florida-Georgia boundary, and Tall Timbers Research Station,
Inc., of which Herbert Stoddard is director and president, is
just south of the boundary, on route 319 in Leon County,
Florida.
Stoddard’s outstanding work as an ornithologist was a study
of the bobwhite quail on the large plantations between Thomas-
ville and Tallahassee maintained by wealthy northern sports-
men as hunting preserves. He did this research between 1924
and 1930 at the expense of the plantation owners under the
auspices of the United States Biological Survey (now the Federal
Fish and Wildlife Service), and he wrote a report of his findings;
published in 1931 with the title The Bobwhite Quail, Its Habits,
Preservation and Increase. It is sometimes spoken of as the “Bob-
white Bible.” Part three of Memoirs of a Naturalist is as much
“The Florida Years” as “The Georgia Years.”
Herbert Stoddard was born in Rockford, Illinois, February
24, 1889. His mother, widowed when he was only five weeks
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old, remarried before his fourth birthday, the day on which he
stepped off the train in Oviedo, Florida. For the next seven
years Stoddard lived the life of a pioneer boy on the banks of
Lake Mills among the settlers of Chuluota, the little settlement
outside of Orlando. His natural love for the outdoors and the
abundant wild creatures around him was encouraged by a wise
and well educated neighbor, a Mr. Barber, who taught him
woods lore and the correct names of birds, mammals, insects,
reptiles, and trees.
Herbert Stoddard’s remarkable memory of his early life in
Florida was, I suspect, stimulated by the memories of his mother,
his stepfather, and his older brother of their early days in Florida.
He gives a very fine picture of pioneer life in this state in the
1890s. In 1900 the family moved back to Rockford. Stoddard’s
formal education ended before he finished grade school, and
he went to work on a farm when he was sixteen; five years later
he became the self-taught taxidermist and naturalist in the
Milwaukee Public Museum. 
Mr. Stoddard’s travels and his successes during his fourteen
museum years will interest all bird people, but his descriptions
of his work with the bobwhite quail, the wild turkeys, and the
forest ecology of the Southland will be of more interest to Flori-
dians. Mr. Stoddard, now eighty years old, is still an active orni-
thologist, and perhaps the only living ornithologist in this coun-
try elected a Fellow of the American Ornithologists Union with-




Patrick Henry and His World. By George F. Willison. (New
York: Doubleday & Co., 1969. xii, 498 pp. Preface, appen-
dices, index. $7.95.)
Every biographical victim presents some kind of problem for
his biographer. George Washington in life kept his closest
associates at a little distance; his voluminous personal papers
have not admitted historians a nearer approach since his death.
Oliver Cromwell all but baffles us by contradictory traits. And
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so on through the list. The prime difficulty with Patrick Henry
has been the dearth of personal documents-letters, diaries,
memorabilia. His biographers have in the past tried to balance
the deficit by dwelling on the great currents that were sweeping
America during his lifetime, thus by implication making Henry
an integral part of the immensely creative and somewhat chaotic
period in which our nation was born. Mr. Willison follows this
pattern and in consequence leaves us once again with the after-
dinner feeling that the main course was omitted from the meal.
I agree fully with the author that the time has come for a
new look at Henry, although I do not wish to see the same slide
flashed on the screen. On some other counts I disagree or have
grave doubts. Mr. Willison asserts that Henry was a “practical
and almost matchless leader in the day-to-day workings of
politics.” Maybe, but he does not give us the evidence. On his
own showing he might have easily claimed that Henry was
impractical, careless, and often outmaneuvered. Look at the
sorry showing in the Stamp Act crisis when Henry rode out of
the town before the assembly adjourned, leaving his opponents
in a position to repeal a key resolution (the fifth) he had
persuaded the burgesses to pass. Nor do Henry’s gubernatorial
terms show much to redeem this early slap-dash manner. Indeed,
in the chapter “First Governor of the Commonwealth,” he tells
us next to nothing about either the problems or duties of a
Virginia governor or how he met or discharged them. The most
substantial document in those twenty-seven pages is a letter
Polonius might have written to his daughter on the occasion
of her marriage. My disagreement with the author’s reading of
Virginia history during Henry’s time is graver. In the preface
we are told that “with one shot Henry knocked down the
hitherto unchallenged domination of the Long Tails” [during
the Stamp Act debate]. On  page  155  we  ge t  t h i s :  “The
[Robinson] scandal struck the ‘aristocratical’ party a stunning
blow from which it did not soon recover.” Does he mean to
cast Henry in the role of Jack the Giant-Killer or is he telling
us that the “aristocratic” party simply committed suicide?
Either way he misreads the Virginia political scene.
The balance, or more precisely the imbalance, of this biog-
raphy calls up some curious reflections. Of the total 480 pages,
the first 325 bring Henry’s career to 1776 when he was forty
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years old. The remainder cover the last twenty-three years to
his death, in most careers the fullest flowering and the most
interesting. Is there so little to say about these years when
Henry was five times governor of Virginia, a leading figure in
the ratifying convention of the federal constitution, and the
architect of a fair-sized fortune as a lawyer and land speculator?
At the end of this book Patrick Henry still remains an
enigma. His secular biography is that of a casual, almost care-
less, young man who blazed into the Virginia firmament in the
Parson’s cause, the Stamp Act crisis, and the continental congress,
only to burn out at age forty and disappear from the historical
skies. His portrait by Thomas Sully shows another Henry, keen
and intense as a pointer on the scent. Like William Wirt,
Henry’s first biographer, Sully worked without the living model
before him. Perhaps both saw and projected a false view of
Patrick Henry. Contemporaries, often contradictory in their
estimates, give limited help, though the current of as realistic
an observer as John Marshall cannot be ignored: “Mr. Henry
had without doubt the greatest power to persuade.” We also
have instances illustrating Henry’s incredibly retentive mind.
His oratorical powers and personal affability are legendary. Why
then, with a splendid start and so many essential qualities for
continued stellar performance, did Patrick Henry fail to rise
above second rank? Why did he not go on to greatness? Pos-
sibly such questions - which go to the true inwardness of things
-can never be answered. Certainly the key is still lacking.
University of Georgia
AUBREY C. LAND
William Tatham and the Culture of Tobacco. By G. Melvin
Herndon. (Coral Gables: University of Miami Press, 1969.
506 pp. Appendices, notes, glossary, bibliography, index,
illustrations. $10.00.) 
Every detail of how tobacco was planted, cultivated, har-
vested, cured, stored, transported, inspected, and marketed in
eighteenth-century America is recorded in An Historical and
Practical Essay on The Culture and Commerce of Tobacco, by
William Tatham. Originally published in 1800, this work is
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here reprinted in facsimile in a volume also containing a bio-
graphical chapter on Tatham, an appraisal of his book, and a
scholarly history of tobacco since 1800, al l  by G. Melvin
Herndon. 
Arriving from England in 1769, Tatham spent twenty-five
years in the tobacco country of Virginia, North Carolina, and
Tennessee. What his keen eye saw he set down in so clear a
manner that one could grow tobacco today with nothing but
these instructions. What he did not observe he retrieved from
public records and other books, tracing the history of tobacco
from its  beginnings in 1584. Tatham’s inquiry into labor
arrangements, for instance, discloses occasional use of a “crop-
per” system familiar in post-slavery times: “If A (for instance)
furnishes the land, and finds every thing necessary to its cultiva-
tion, and B undertakes the labour of its culture, A will share
two parts, and B will share one.” Tatham inquires into the
prospects of tobacco at the end of the eighteenth century, but
oddly enough he does not mention a recent development that
would do most to assign tobacco a secondary role in the slave
states, the invention of a cotton gin.
The biographical chapter by Herndon introduces the pres-
ent-day reader to a brilliant but erratic product of the Enlight-
enment. Reminiscent of Jefferson, Tatham frequently was be-
friended by him, but while Jefferson’s fortunes rose, those of
Tatham spiralled downward. Finally, a dispirited and impov-
erished Tatham took his own life in 1819 by the novel means
of stepping in front of a ceremonial cannon. Although known
today principally for his Essay, Tatham was an engineer whose
ideas were frequently ahead of his time and which were rejected.
Among these were plans for building an intracoastal waterway
and for topographically mapping the country.
Frequently quoted by scholars, the Tatham book now is
readily available in a volume that also brings tobacco up-to-date.
Although not for the general reader of history it will be of great
assistance to the agricultural historian and the colonial and
southern historian who is interested in the beginnings of south-
ern agriculture and southern institutions.
Florida State University
CLIFTON  L. PAISLEY
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The Papers of John C. Calhoun: Volume IV, 1819-1820. Edited
by W. Edwin Hemphill. (Columbia: University of South
Carolina Press, 1969. xx, 800 pp. Preface, introduction,
symbols, bibliography, index. $15.00.)
The fourth volume of the new edition of the Calhoun
papers, covering the period from April 1, 1819, to March 31,
1820, has but a single mention of election politics, and this a
casual reference to the presidential ambitions of William H.
Crawford and John Quincy Adams as successor to Monroe in
1825. It was indeed an Era of Good Feeling insofar as those
in the administration were concerned, and Calhoun, as secretary
of war, could decide what was best to be done without con-
sideration of the approaching presidential campaign. Such
occasions are so rare in American political history that the letters
here reprinted seem to have an unreal quality, dealing as they
do with the administration of the government solely in terms
of the particular problems themselves. Calhoun, the politician,
is totally absent, but Calhoun, the brilliant and effective admin-
istrator, is portrayed on almost every page.
The major problem the war department faced during this
year was the possibility that war might be required to overcome
the reluctance of Spain to ratify the Adams-Onis Treaty ceding
the Floridas to the United States. Much of the correspondence
in the autumn and winter of 1819-1820 dealt with preparations
for an invasion to be led by Generals Andrew Jackson and
Edmund Pendleton Gaines, but all these were canceled in late
March, when President Monroe informed Congress that he had
decided to wait with “forbearance” for the Spanish to ratify.
Calhoun, with regret, conveyed this decision to Jackson on
March 27, and explained it by saying that the Congress was
reluctant to act because of “the embarrassed state of the Treas-
ury, the distraction encited by the unfortunate Missouri ques-
tion, . . . and that dread of war in any shape, which in my opin-
ion will much more speedily involve us in that state that the op-
posite tone of feeling.” For himself, Calhoun thought it the
moment to act. Spain was paralyzed by revolutionary move-
ments, the other nations of Europe were distracted by internal
problems, and for these reasons he believed that “the time is
particularly favourable to do justice to ourselves by the occupa-
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tion of a country of the greatest importance to us, without
almost an hazard to the peace of the nation.”
Other subjects about which there is information in this
volume are the exploring expeditions up the Missouri and the
Mississippi, the initiation of the policy of government support
for the missionary schools among the Indians, and the continua-
tion of the use of war department funds for the construction
of roads and other internal improvements. The editor, most
wisely, has again decided to exclude much purely routine admin-
istrative correspondence and to resort to the frequent use of
summaries in other instances. At the same time, however, he
gives assurances that all the matter excluded for reasons of
space and expense is available to researchers who will go to the
editorial office.
THOMAS  P. G OVAN
University of Oregon
The People in Power: Courthouse and Statehouse in the Lower
South, 1850-1860. By Ralph A. Wooster. (Knoxville: Uni-
versity of Tennessee Press, 1969. xvi, 189 pp. Preface, tables,
appendices, bibliographical essay, index. $6.25.)
There are few more vital unexploited subjects relating to
the South than the role of county government. In fact the area
is broader than mere county government, and the author of this
study realizes this. He treats the subject under study at three
levels as the impact of the county was reflected in beats or
district, the county, and at the state level. The county fulfills
Jefferson’s formula of government being that which is nearest
the people. The present analysis is largely of a statistical nature
which weighs the functionaries of government in terms of gov-
ernors, legislators, and judges in seven antebellum states.
Up from the counties have come state officials with certain
fixed ideas or mandates in the areas of property holding, taxa-
tion, slavery, militia requirements, and general wealth. The
statistical tables present a good profile of the southern legislator
for the decade treated by this book. Mr. Wooster gives weight
in his legislative tables to such factors as party affiliations, prop-
erty-holding, occupations, places of birth, and median ages of
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members. He does not, however, analyze the type of legislation
enacted by three legislators, nor does he give an appraisal of their
educational backgrounds. 
The analysis of the southern governorship is a bit more
interpretive. South Carolina’s governors were severely limited
in power while in the other states governors had broader ad-
ministrative authority. The planter class in Mississippi, for
instance, tended to supply the governors, and most governors
were native sons. The court system, says the author, tended to
develop haphazardly. In the older colonial states the earlier
pattern of local justices had a firmer foundation. In newer
states there were variations in functions and authority. No set
pattern prevailed in the selection of judges, nor with judicial
procedures. This was true in the creation and organization of
circuits and the duties of judges.
Primarily the burden of this book is the statistical facade
of county offices in a semi-frontier South. The text is explicit,
and the tables are revealing. They are revealing in the fact that
a relatively large number of Southerners in the antebellum
period participated in local government. A reviewer can find
little fault with the thoroughness of this study in establishing
its purpose. The period is severely limited, and the county as
a political entity appears more in the form of a political skeleton
than a flesh and blood unit of government serving the everyday
needs of the common people. One would like to see a clearer
analysis of the offices of sheriff, magistrates, and clerks. What
were the “courthouse rings” like in this era? Perhaps the answers
to these questions lie embedded in the statistics, but surely they
must present a different appearance when cast against the back-
ground of official actions.
Indiana University
THOMAS D. CLARK
Heard Round The World. Edited by Harold Hyman. (New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1969. xiv, 326 pp. Introduction,
notes, bibliography, index. $7.95.)
In 1861 the Tsar decreed the end of Russian serfdom. By
1865 Napoleon III had withdrawn French troops from Mexico,
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thus abandoning Maximillian and the dream of an American
empire. Two years later Parliament passed the British North
American Act and the Second Reform Bill, while Don Pedro
of Brazil announced that his government was taking the first
steps toward the abolition of slavery. Then in 1868 Cubans
rebelled against Spanish colonialism which was stifling their
economic and political freedom. In Heard Round The World
six historians have suggested that the American Civil War was
largely or in part responsible for these significant events.
Yet in his coordinating, editing, and introduction, Harold
M. Hyman was not guilty of such doubtful assumptions; instead,
he stated that it was “a difficult task to evaluate such complex
interactions even with respect to England.” He most definitely
felt, however, that the war had a marked impact abroad. During
four years of struggle the United States stressed the importance
of individual freedom, of the relationship between the national
and state governments, of the strength and resiliency of the
Union. In fact, Americans persuaded and influenced both Eu-
rope and Latin America through example.
But even with this thesis, Heard Round The World flounders
at times, possibly because the coordination of six essays repre-
senting such diverse areas of history poses too many problems.
For instance, there was the time factor. Some of the authors
focused on the Civil War while others extended their research
to Reconstruction. More important, however, was the thematic
flaw-the impact of the Civil War on the nations of the world.
In regard to France, Russia, Canada, and Central European
countries there was little variance, the overall judgment being
“not much.” Concerning England and Latin America the cases
were somewhat stronger. Yet to do more than suggest possible
connections between the internal affair of a sovereign state and
those issues raised by the American Civil War would be risky
historically.
Overall the essays are well done. H. C. Allen on Great
Britain, David H. Pinkney on France, John Hawgood on Cen-
tral Europe, Hans Rogger on Russia, John H. Williams on Can-
ada, and Harry Bernstein on Latin America have written schol-
arly, well-researched pieces, trying to stay within the framework
of their assignment. Unfortunately the theme was too specula-
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Confederate Supply. By Richard D. Goff. (Durham: Duke Uni-
versity Press, 1969. xii, 275 pp. Preface, abbreviations, bibli-
ography, index. $8.75.) 
Owing to a number of reasons-a paucity of source material,
a lack of color and drama, and the absence of personalities as
exciting as battlefield commanders, the subject of Civil War
logistics had received little attention. Hence, any historian
treating of an army’s career had no choice but to conjecture
on how that army was equipped and supplied. Fred A. Shannon
provided the first breakthrough in 1928 with a large study that
but partially explained the logistical support given the Union’s
Army of the Potomac. In 1964, James L. Nichols published a
monograph on the Confederate quartermaster in the Trans-
Mississippi department. These two sources but whet the appe-
tite for a comprehensive analysis of the Confederacy’s many
logistical problems. 
Richard D. Goff has now opened the door to that long-
neglected but extremely important subject. His book (which
bears many scholarly trappings of a doctoral dissertation) is not
a definitive study by any means; but it is a stimulating introduc-
tion to Confederate logistics. Goff’s basic approach is an empha-
sis on the southern government’s handling of the C. S. quarter-
master and subsistence (commissary) departments. The author
sees inepitiude and failure as the persistent characteristics. In
speaking of the Davis administration’s efforts to keep the armies
supplied, Goff concludes: “Reacting rather than planning, often
arriving at workable policies too late, and making too many
mistakes, Davis and those around him bungled supply manage-
ment and thus contributed in large measurement to the defeat
of the Confedracy.”
Goff is particularly severe in his treatment of Jefferson Davis.
Conversely, his handling of General Lucius Northrop puts that
despised officer in a better light than he deserves. If the med-
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dlings of Davis and three of his secretaries of war were as fatal
to the southern cause as Goff alleges, then obviously an immense
amount of scholarly research is still needed to resolve a host of
unanswered questions. Goff’s rich study is not the final word; but
the fact that it at least says something gives it a value not soon
to be diminished.
Virginia Polytechnic Institute
JAMES I. ROBERTSON, JR.
Reconstructing the Union: Theory and Policy During the Civil
War. By Herman Belz. (Ithaca: Cornell University Press,
1969. ix, 336 pp. Preface, bibliographical essay, index. $8.50.)
“Despite all the attention historians have given to recon-
struction in recent years, they have generally failed to see it as
a problem that emerged the moment the Union was disrupted,”
Professor Belz writes in the preface to his valuable book. Al-
though previous writers have touched on the subject of wartime
reconstruction, he continues, they have been concerned only
with Lincoln’s proclamation of December 1863 and the Wade-
Davis Bill, both of which have been presented as suddenly
emerging events. As a result, Belz concludes, historians have
failed to note that a reconstruction policy as distinguished from
a reconstruction process was being developed throughout the
war. Moreover, Congress had quite as much to do with develop-
ing this policy as the executive branch had.
Belz traces the evolution of the program in detail but also
with perceptive analysis. He shows that as early as 1861 certain
basic issues emerged. Were the states that had seceded still
states with the rights of states or had they lost these rights and
reverted to the status of territories? And whatever the process
of reconstruction should be, who should formulate and initiate
it, Congress or the President? As the war continued, another
question inevitably intruded: should the national government
as a condition of restoration of the rebellious states insist on
emancipation of the slaves? The most zealous advocates of
“territorialization” and emancipation were radical Republicans.
Lincoln, however, blunted the radical thrust by resorting to
military government in occupied southern areas, which placated
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most Republicans and some radicals, and by insisting on eman-
cipation, which pleased nearly all Republicans. In fact, says
Belz, the President’s proclamation of December 1863 “agreed
more with the radical position than with the conservative posi-
tion.” But Lincoln alienated radical and other Republicans by
demanding recognition of his “10-per cent” government in Loui-
siana. Congress expressed its own concept of reconstruction
in the Wade-Davis Bill, which was partly radical but also con-
servative in that it eschewed confiscation, Negro suffrage, and
territorialization. At the end of the war Congress and Lincoln
were certainly at odds but they were not split beyond the pos-
sibility of compromise. They had arrived at “certain under-
standings concerning party, national power, and minimum guar-
antees for the freedom from which a solution could have
emerged.”
Belz thus comes down on the side of those historians who
have in recent years argued that Lincoln and the radicals were
not divided by fundamental differences. Like all of us who have
written on this subject, he sometimes makes his own standards
of what was radical and what was conservative. But his own
argument is ingeniously constructed and persuasively presented
and his book is an important contribution.
T. HARRY WILLIAMS
Louisiana State University
The Radical Republicans: Lincoln’s Vanguard for Racial Jus-
tice. By Hans L. Trefousse. (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1969. xiv, 492 pp., xviii. Preface, illustrations, bibliography,
index. $10.00.)
From the burgeoning of the disunion crisis to the presidency
of Ulysses S. Grant the Radical Republicans were the congres-
sional leaders of the struggle for equality. Unlike most abolition-
ists, this group believed that emancipation might be achieved
within the existing constitutional structure. They led in organ-
izing the Republican party and supplied the moral energy which
strengthened it in the secession crisis. When Lincoln became
President they became the legislative gadflies whose constant
harassments pushed the chief executive toward emancipation.
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Lincoln generally shared their commitment to abolition and
to equal justice under law for all men. But powerful segments of
the North did not. The President was able to use the continuing
pressure of the Radicals to justify to conservatives the need for
advanced measures. More politically astute than men like Sum-
ner, Wade, Chandler, Davis, and Ashley, Lincoln nevertheless
needed their efforts to push the government and the nation to-
ward emancipation and other measures necessary to save the
Union.
When Lincoln died many Radicals, but not all, were hope-
ful that Andrew Johnson would move with less caution toward
guaranteeing the achievements of the war. However, the new
President quickly showed his racism and ignorance of political
realities. So doing, he broke down the ties of sympathy previ-
ously existing between the White House and Radical leadership.
Johnson’s obstinate willingness to trust former rebels more than
former colleagues created allies for the Radicals and turned a
militant minority into a politically cautious majority. The 
President’s actions helped advance the Radicals’ southern poli-
cies but ironically made those policies less radical. The goal of
meaningful equality would have to be reached by using rather
conservative legal tools. This was the price that moderates
exacted in supporting the Radical program.
When they allowed outrage at Johnson’s efforts to provoke
impeachment, the Radicals blundered. The trial of the Presi
dent showed them at their worst and cost them political and
popular support. There were some victories to come, but after
1868 their influence diminished. Finally the deaths of their
leaders, the materialism of the war-born industrial society, and
public exhaustion with wartime issues ended the power of Radi
cal Republicanism. Behind lay a rich legacy. The thirteenth,
fourteenth, and fifteenth amendments, though practically re-
pudiated in the late nineteenth century, remained as promissory
notes-redeemable at a future time when equal justice under
law would be a majority, not a minority, commitment.
Hans Trefousse has retraced familiar ground. His book is
at least the tenth of the last decade to revise the old view that
Reconstruction was a tragic era. Although useful in its focus
on the Radicals as a group the work too often substitutes quo-
tation and narrative for analysis. Too many important questions
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are left unanswered. Why did men leave Radical ranks and
desert this egalitarian vanguard? Trefousse’s explanation is
cursory and superficial. Most crucially, the author accepts un-
critically the idea that the method of the Radicals was the
proper one to achieve equality. He suggests that abolitionists
who rejected institutions in their opposition to slavery were un-
realistic and that congressional radicals adopted the proper
course. To maintain such a view one must explain why the
institutional method of egalitarian reform produced, until the
1950s, no meaningful changes in the way the black man lived.
It may have been that the very institutional commitment of the
Radicals doomed the struggle for equality. Published works by
Eric McKitrick, W. R. Brock, Aileen Kraditor, Harold Hyman,
and Alfred Kelly all suggest this possibility, but Trefousse does
not even explore it.
There are other gaps in the author’s research. A book on
this subject ought to reveal an acquaintance with the 1966
dissertation of Herman Belz on wartime reconstruction. This
one does not. In discussing the Wade-Davis bill Trefousse does
not even cite the congressional debates. More than a stenographic
lapse is involved here. Trefousse is ignorant of materials in
those debates central to his study. The radical congressional
reconstruction proposal of Wade and Davis originally required
the same ten percent of voters in a southern state to establish
loyal governments that Lincoln suggested. Here is more evidence
for the author’s argument that a harmony of view existed be-
tween Lincoln and the Radicals. Trefousse remains innocent of
this knowledge.
Those who need more information on the activities of Radi-
cal congressmen during the Civil War era may wish to buy this
book. Those seeking answers to the important questions arising
out of that activity should look elsewhere.
University of Kansas
PHILLIP  S. PALUDAN
Reconstruction in Retrospect: Views from the Turn of the Cen-
tury. Edited by Richard N. Current. (Baton Rouge: Loui-
siana State University Press, 1969. xxiii, 165 pp. $6.50.)
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“We have come out of the atmosphere of the sixties [1860s].
The time seems remote, historic, not of our day. We have
dropped its thinking, lost its passion, forgot its anxieties, and
should be ready to speak of it, not as partisans, but as historians.”
So wrote Professor Woodrow Wilson in 1901 in an essay appear-
ing in the Atlantic Monthly. Wilson’s essay was one of a series
of nine relating to the Reconstruction period and its aftermath.
Five were written by Southerners and four by Northerners. With
the exception of the young, Harvard-trained historian, W. E. B.
DuBois, all of the authors were white. Professor Richard N.
Current has reproduced seven of the essays in this volume along
with a concluding commentary by the Atlantic’s editor, Bliss
Perry.
Wilson was quite right; the essays reveal an “end-of-the-
century mood” that bore litle relationship to the political issues
of the sixties and seventies. Settled were such questions as
whether the Confederate states had succeeded in seceding,
whether they merited retribution, and how they should be
reintegrated in the Union. The fate of the new freedman had
been definitely determined and acquiesced in by the victorious
North; delivered once again to the tutelage and control of white
Southerners, he was systematically stripped of political rights
acquired during the Reconstruction era. Bliss Perry voiced his
generation’s consoling thought that Southerners would “one day
take a . . . manly and American position, and admit to all the
privileges of citizenship any man who proves himself worthy
of it.”
The writers generally agree that the Reconstruction period
was a tragedy for the white South, though few of them would
acknowledge that its aftermath was a tragedy for the southern
Negro. The theme of Negro inferiority is pervasive, and not
surprisingly, only DuBois saw “the problem of the twentieth
century” as that of “the color line.” The freedman, we are
told, was the victim not of white Southerners but of Republican
politicians determined to rule in the South on the basis of
bayonets and black votes. Granting the blacks universal man-
hood suffrage had been a horrible mistake, a judgment shared
even, in part, by DuBois.
Polit ical assessments of Reconstruction cover familiar
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grounds. Had Lincoln not been assassinated, political, economic
and social stability in all probability would have been reestab-
lished without the strain and bitterness resulting from the con-
flict between Congress and Andrew Johnson for whom there are
few kind words in any of the essays. Most of the authors concede
that adoption of the Black Codes and refusal to ratify the
fourteenth amendment were grave mistakes on the part of the
southern states as were the lawless activities of the Ku Klux Klan
and similar organizations. But their main onus falls on the
Radical Republicans. Only S. W. McCall, who had been a
Radical Republican and was to become governor of Massachu-
setts, rose to their defense. The Radicals initially had no pre-
conceived plan for reconstructing the South, he maintained.
Irresponsible acts on the part of the southern state governments
drove them to adopt their hard-line policies.
Among the essays is one by Daniel Chamberlain, South Caro-
lina’s carpetbagger governor who was turned out of office in
1877 by General Wade Hampton and his Red Shirt followers.
Writing from his Massachusetts farm in the retrospect glow of a
quarter of a century, Chamberlain, too, concluded that Recon-
struction had been an abysmal error and that southern whites
had been fully justified in resorting to force and intimidation
to end Republican rule. Chamberlain, let it be said, had not
seen the situation in this light in 1877 when he resorted to
desperate measures to keep himself in office.
Professor Current has written a perceptive introduction
which weaves together the common body of ideas set forth in
the essays. His observations on the attitudes of the American
people as of 1901, while hardly novel, are nonetheless lucidly
presented. Few would wish to challenge his judgments.
HOWARD H. QUINT
University of Massachusetts
Three American Frontiers Writing of Thomas D. Clark. Edited
with an introduction by Holman Hamilton. (Lexington:
University of Kentucky Press, 1968. xxviii, 330 pp. Introduc-
tion, index. $7.50.)
For over thirty years Thomas D. Clark was associated with
95
Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 48, Number 4
Published by STARS, 1969
438 FLORIDA  HISTORICAL  QUARTERLY
the history department of the University of Kentucky and has
written about Kentucky and southern history. Professor Hamil-
ton has edited selections from his colleague’s writings under the
heading of “The Frontier, West and South,” “The Frontier of
Social Change,” and “The Frontier of Historical Research.”
The introduction gives Clark’s background and childhood and
shows his understanding of southern life from 1860 to the pres-
ent-the history about which he has written mainly.
Like most such edited works, this one at times is repetitious,
and its chronology is confusing. For instance the chapter on
“The Development of the Frontier Community” alternates be-
tween the West and the South and the 1840s to the 1890s.
Clark is best when he writes about frontier customs, the
country store, and country editors. Here he seems quite at home
with the people and attitudes and can really carry his readers
along with him. His more general history of the frontier and
Kentucky does not grip the reader as well. Likewise, his writings
of the nineteenth-century South seem better than those on the
eighteenth century or far western frontier. Descriptions of
county newspaper editors scattered throughout the book some-
times paint them as hardworking men trying to aid their section
and sometimes as appealing to and reinforcing the sections’
prejudices. Undoubtedly they did both.
The dominant traits of the South are painted as frontier
and uncultured, as they undoubtedly were for the great mass of
Southerners. The desire of Southerners for economic advance-
ment which comes with industry is contrasted with their fear
that this prosperity may bring change to southern customs, as
indeed it has done in this century. The chapters on “Indus-
trialization and Modernization” and on race relations should be
familiar to any observant Southerner of the last half century.
Here is the depression, the New Deal with its agricultural and
rural living improvements, cheap power, good roads, greatly im-
proved education, rural-urban movement, and the ending of
rural isolation and church dominated community efforts. The
change in race relations brought on largely by the depression
and World War II is portrayed by a sympathetic understanding
of what has happened. The last section will be of interest mainly
to historians and archivists. This is a book full of descriptions
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and insights which should help anyone understand today’s South
better.
KE N N E T H  COLEMAN
University of Georgia
Populism To Progressivism In Alabama. By Sheldon Hackney.
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1969. xv, 390 pp. Ac-
knowledgments, introduction, appendices, notes on sources,
index. $10.00.) 
Professor Hackney’s well-written book is a significant con-
tribution to the literature on Populism and Progressivism and
one sure to cause discussion. His basic thesis is that the Popu-
lists, about whom he has a number of reservations, and the
Progressives, another group with shortcomings, did not, so far as
Alabama was concerned, evolve one from the other. In fact, in
the author’s view, there was little continuity between them.
As for the Populists, several of Professor Hackney’s important
generalizations are based on isolated events and are likely to be
challenged. For example, a unanimous legislative vote in 1891 for
a Jim Crow seating bill leads him to conclude “there probably
were no significant differences between the Democrats and the
Populists on race relations. . . .” (p. 46) Abundant evidence
such as Populist campaign platforms might be offered as evi-
dence to the contrary. Actually, the Populists had not submitted
a program in Alabama in 1891. Moreover, if many Populists
believed in white supremacy, as many did, it does not follow
“that the racial policy advocated and practiced by the Populists
was no more and no less cynical than that of the Democrats.” (p.
47) As to the contention that the Populists were a “power-
oriented” protest movement, there seems nothing reprehensible
in the idea that without “power” they could not bring about
reform. The writer, who skillfully and persuasively describes
how Bourbon Democrats used Black Belt votes to steal the
governor’s election in 1894 (and for that matter 1892 as well)
from the Populists, seems to be saying that the Populist failure
to mount an all out violent revolution in retaliation shows a lack
of dedication on their part.
Professor Hackney argues at several points that the Popu-
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lists believed in minimum governmental action and were there-
fore incapable of offering a program applicable to the demands
of the industrial twentieth century. He maintains that their
voting record was more negative than positive. That such was
their philosophy is open to serious question and certainly to
important modifications. Many leading Populist “thinkers”
were not even office holders. The same reservations might be
offered to his statement that, unlike the Progressives, Populists
were not issue-oriented, not reformers. He does not particularly
admire the Populists for having conspiracy theories and feeling
“oppressed, outcast, and powerless.” (p. 63) Yet these very
feelings (for which there was ample cause) spawned a rhetoric
demanding the very reforms which the author does not think
existed. In the Bourbon versus Populist struggles, attention is
called to the lack of ideological division among the opposng
forces. If this is true, there still remained deep ideological
divisions among the various leaders: a Thomas Goode Jones
and a James M. Whitehead hardly popped from the same pod.
Yet Professor Hackney also praises the Populists. As late as
1901 (!) the shattered Populists voted against the state’s dis-
franchising constitution and stood fast against limiting suffrage.
He agrees that the Populists desired government intervention
as a mechanism for solving the problems of a materialistic so-
ciety; nor does he fail to realize the importance of the Black Belt
in deciding elections, and he emphasizes the significance of
organized labor as an ally of the Populists. Still, on the basis
of his findings, “Populism did not offer the exciting new vista
of the future that would have motivated an uneducated, insecure,
but obviously susceptible electorate.” (p. 85) This reviewer
believes the opposite.
Progressivism was not a logical outgrowth of Populism and
neither was it espoused by the same set of men. Progressives,
or at least some of them, could agree on the need to regulate
child labor, and, almost to a man, demanded regulation of the
railroads. The movement, which did not last as long as Popu-
lism and was not as solid, was a “combination of business
expediency and humanitarian impulse.” (p. 247) The author,
who is a perceptive and graceful writer, believes that Populism
was unacceptable to advocates of the status quo, but that once
disfranchisement was accomplished and the Negro eliminated as
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a voter, groups demanding specific reforms could coalesce. Pro-
gressives, then, were the “rising, urban, middle class group that
wished to march off in the direction of reform.” (pp. 226-27)
Although he does not spell it out, the writer suggests that for
all their separateness, the Populists had to have their day before
the Progressives could have theirs. Some might object that
Professor Hackney does not give sufficient play to Populist de-
mands copied completely or only slightly altered by the Pro-
gressives.
The book reads easily and well. The writer is thoughtful,
and while positive in his statements, he is never “preachy” or
doctrinaire. His command of English and his style are admir-
able, and he has the first rate ability to reduce a complex set
of facts into clear, provocative prose. The research in bath
primary and secondary sources is thorough and accurate. As a
writer, he uses sociological and psychological authorities on
occasion and also provides independent conclusions of his own.
His study is admirable, controversial, and important.
Florida State University
W ILLIAM  WARREN  ROGERS
Cubans in Exile: Disaffection and the Revolution. By Richard
R. Fagen, Richard A. Brody, and Thomas J. O’Leary. (Stan-
ford: Stanford University Press, 1968. xii, 161 pp. Preface,
tables, appendices, notes, index. $5.95.)
Based primarily on detailed questionnaires administered to
Cuban exiles in Miami and on documentary records of the exile
community, this work has two purposes: to discover who the
exiles are and why they left Cuba, and to analyze the general
phenomenon of self-imposed exile. The study is concerned with
those exiles who entered the United States during the four years
from the fall of Batista to the missile crisis of October 1962.
Some additional data through 1967 have been included for com-
parative purposes. 
Among the matters discussed are the differences between the
home population of the exiles; the attitudes of the exiles toward
the Revolution before and after Castro came to power; the
exiles‘ specific reasons for leaving Cuba and the timing of their
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decisions to leave; the differences between the exiles who left
Cuba immediately after the Revolution and those who left later;
and the larger significance of the exiles’ departure for the past,
present, and future of the Revolution. The results of this study
contradict the common view that disaffection from the Castro
regime is essentially an ideological response: exile is shown to
be mainly an individual reaction to personal experiences. ‘The
manner in which various revolutionary programs impinged on
the lives of the exiles is examined in detail.
Castro has apparently chosen to export most of his enemies
rather than to try to force or beguile them into the revolutionary
system. The authors have chosen to think of the Cuban exodus
as a case of self-imposed political exile, to be differentiated on
the one hand from essentially nonpolitical migrations, such as
the Puerto Rican, and on the other hand from migrations of
rejected minorities such as those of the Jews from Hitler’s
Germany, the Arabs from Palestine, or the Moslems from India.
Other postwar instances of self-imposed political exile would
include migrations from Hungary, East Germany, China, the
Soviet Union, and Eastern Europe.
The authors have succeeded well in their purpose, covering
their subject and critically using all available sources. This
reviewer can find no vital fault with the research procedures
nor the validity of the authors’ conclusions. The numerous
tables and appendices enable the reader to check the develop-
ment of the research along every step of the way. The logical
organization of the material and its lucid presentation make this
a work of solid scholarship which deserves a place in appropriate
subject collections in public and university libraries.
University of Puerto Rico
FREDERICK  E. KIDDER
The Lady and the Sharks. By Eugenie Clark. (New York: Harper
and Row, 1969. xi, 269 pp. Preface, illustrations, bibliogra-
phy, index. $6.95.)
Dr. Clark, one of the world’s most expert ichthyologists, and
as much at home in the water as any mermaid, here picks up
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the story of her life and work at a point not long after she
interrupted it at the end of her first, much-read book, Lady with
a Spear. That account closed shortly after her marriage in Cairo
to Dr. Ilas Konstantinu and subsequent return to this country
to join him in Buffalo. Now she tells what happened between
1954, when she came to Cape Haze, Florida, at the invitation
of Mr. and Mrs. William H. Vanderbilt, and the mid-sixties,
after she had left Sarasota to live in Bethesda, Maryland, and to
teach ichthyology at the University of Maryland.
Though this second book is inevitably much concerned with
the founding, development, and activities of the Cape Haze
(Florida) Marine Laboratory in Englewood (now the Mote
Marine Laboratory on Siesta Key, Sarasota), it is also the some-
times almost incredible record of adventure. One learns a great
deal about the nature and habits of sharks, their physical pecu-
liarities, relations to human beings, and capability of being
trained, and about what to do or not to do when they are
around. There is also much information about fishes of many
kinds, laboratory techniques, and the ways by which the inher-
ent curiosity and enthusiasm of children (her own four and
others) have been guided and encouraged. All this is told
lucidly, swiftly, and in language not unduly scientific but never
condescending. There are scores of remarkable photographs and
illuminating sketches and diagrams by the author.
The book has an especially interesting note for Sarasotans,
who will come across the names and activities of numerous
friends and acquaintances. For any reader, there is fascination
in anecdotes about diving of all types, and in incidents that
reveal Dr. Clark’s wide knowledge, unusual courage, and will-
ingness to face unnecessary dangers, in the interests of science.
The most dramatic (and fearfully scary) episode is the time
in 1959 when Genie Clark and two companions dived to more
than 200 feet into Little Salt Springs just below Venice, Florida,
where eventually they found fifty-two fossilized bones, including
a skull (with the brain still in it!) of prehistoric Indians who,
when the water level was lower, lived in the now deeply sub-
merged caves. The skull has been dated as between 7,140 and
7,580 years old-the most ancient human remains yet reported
in our hemisphere.
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Eugenie Clark’s second book should be even more popular
than Lady With A Spear.
Sarasota, Florida
MARIAN  MURRAY
 BOOK NOTES 
The genealogist is sometimes referred to as the “digger” of
historical data. Devoting himself almost entirely to the accumu-
lation of vital statistics, the results of all this digging by the gene-
alogist is often dull and boring to all except the family con-
cerned. Nonetheless, genealogy can be a valuable source for
historical scholarship, providing the data which is accumu-
lated is accurate. The genealogist, if he is careful and cau-
tious, can produce material which not only satisfies the ego
of the family concerned, but which renders an important
service to the researcher and historian. By revising the Gene-
alogy of the Descendants of Joseph Ware of Fenwick Colony,
England, 1675 to include all of Joseph’s successors in Flor-
ida, John D. Ware of Tampa has made available interesting
and important historical data. Compiled originally in 1891,
and revised in 1922, it has been brought up to date by Cap-
tain Ware in 1969. Privately printed in Tampa, the volume
is available for sale from Captain Ware, 3114 Morrison Avenue,
Tampa 33609, and Mrs. Williard M. Ware, 11 Star Island,
Miami Beach 33139. The price is $4.95.
The Sebring Story is by Alec Ulmann, one of the pioneers
of international automobile racing. The first auto competition
that he witnessed was a race from St. Petersburg (Russia) to Mos-
cow in 1908, when the winning automobile, a Benz, averaged
51.4 miles per hour. It was not a bad achievement, considering
that numerous tire changes had to be made and the tanks
refueled from tin cans placed at strategic points along the road.
Grand Prix racing at Sebring began on December 31, 1950. Mr.
Ulmann, activities chairman of the Sports Car Club of America,
played an instrumental role in inaugurating this Sebring compe-
tition. It was his idea to duplicate on a smaller scale in Florida,
the Le Mans twenty-four hour endurance race. With a small
group of enthusiasts, the necessary racing organization was
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formed, and the Sebring Firemen’s Association agreed to help
sponsor the event. From this small beginning, the Sebring
Annual Race is now a major international sports event. Thou-
sands of interested spectators flock into Sebring each year for
Race Week, and all of the big names in automobile racing are
involved. The Sebring Story is published by the Chilton Book
Company (Philadelphia-New York-London), and it sells for
$5.95.
Alligator Alley is by August Burghard, the author of Mrs.
Frank Stranahan, Pioneer and co-author of Checkered Sunshine;
the Story of Fort Lauderdale. “Florida’s Most Controversial
Highway,” as Alligator Alley is sometimes called, connects the
lower east and west coasts of Florida via Broward and Collier
counties. It took three years to construct the highway, and it
generated heated controversy all that time. The American Auto-
mobile Association was so violently opposed that it threatened
to warn its members to stay clear of the road. There was strong
political opposition from Dade county and from those who
wanted the Tamiami Trail improved before highway funds were
expended elsewhere. The “Alley” was completed however, and
it was officially opened in 1968; it has been utilized extensively
ever since. Mr. Burghard’s monograph contains a number of
interesting illustrations. It sells for $2.20 (including postage)
and it may be ordered from the author, Box 22115, Fort Lauder-
dale 33315.
Voyage to Louisiana by C. C. Robin is an abridged transla-
tion by Stuart O. Landry, Jr., from the original French account.
Charles Cesar Robin, whose identity is somewhat beclouded, is
probably the author, although that is not certain, of this im-
portant nineteenth-century work. Robin came to America in
1803, settled in Louisiana which had been newly acquired by
the United States, and wrote a three-volume description of the
West Indies, Pensacola, and Louisiana. The Landry translation
of the Voyage to Louisiana is an abridgment; the translator has
omitted the first  volume which describes the West Indian
Islands, and he has eliminated other sections “dealing with out-
dated speculation on natural history and geology.” The part
describing Louisiana flora has also been omitted since this ma-
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terial was translated and commented upon by C. S. Rafinesque
in a volume published in 1817. Robin’s narrative is valuable
to the Florida scholar because of the sections describing West
Florida. The first five chapters is an account of Robin’s trip to
Pensacola. The book is published by Pelican Publishing Com-
pany, 924 Maritime Building, New Orleans, Louisiana, and it
lists for $10.00.
All the southern states, with the possible exception of Flor-
ida, seem to be engaged in major publication programs aimed
at chronicling and interpreting their history. The North Caro-
lina State Department of Archives and History has a very active
program and is making available to the scholar and researcher
its valuable archival holdings. North Carolina Higher-Courts
Records, 1670-1696, edited by Mattie Erma Edwards Parker, is
the second in a series of North Carolina Colonial Records. The
plan is to edit and publish all of the states’s colonial records.
All have been inventoried and indexed. The North Carolina
Department of Archives and History has also published Volume
I of The Papers of Governor Thomas Jordan Jarvis (1878-1885).
Wilferd Buck Yearns is the editor of this volume which sells for
$5.00. The books are available from the North Carolina Division
of Publications, Box 1881, Raleigh, North Carolina 27602.
The University of Tennessee Press has published a one-
volume history of its state. Stanley J. Folmsbee, Robert E.
Corlew, and Enoch L. Mitchell are the authors of the 640-page
Tennessee, A Short History. Obviously aiming it as a text for
Tennessee history courses, there are suggested readings and
specialized accounts at the close of each chapter. It includes
maps, pictures, and an extensive bibliography. The hardback
edition sells for $15.00; paperback, $8.95. The Tennessee His-
torical Society, in cooperation with the Tennessee Historical
Commission, has published More Landmarks of Tennessee His-
tory, edited by Robert M. McBride, editor of the Tennessee
Historical Quarterly. It is a continuation of Landmarks of
Tennessee History, edited by Robert M. McBride and William
T. Alderson which was published by the Commission in 1965.
Both books contain short articles on historic sites in Tennessee.
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All of these appeared originally in a cover series in the Tennes-
see Historical Quarterly. More Landmarks sells for $6.50, and
it can be ordered from the Tennessee Historical Commission,
State Library and Archives Building, Nashville 37219.
The Vanderbilt University Press of Nashville has re-pub-
lished Caldwell and Company: A Southern Financial Empire by
Professor John B. McFerrin of the University of Florida. It was
originally published by the University of North Carolina Press
in 1939. It is the story of the rise and fall of one of the great
pioneer conglomerates of the South, which rode high, wide, and
handsome in the years before the government, federal and state,
began regulating the securities industry. Caldwell and Company
controlled banks, insurance and investment companies, a pro-
fessional baseball team, newspapers, and a wide range of indus-
trial enterprises. When the company collapsed Tennessee’s state
treasury suffered a multi-million dollar loss, there was a public
clamour for the impeachment of the governor, and a series of
law suits were inaugurated which remained on the dockets well
into the 1950s. This well written, carefully documented account
of one of America’s great twentieth century financial empires
sells for $7.50.
The University of South Carolina Press has published a
short monograph for the South Carolina Tricentennial Commis-
sion entitled First Settlers of South Carolina, 1670-1680. It is
by Anges Leland Baldwin. Three South Carolina towns were
settled in this period: Charles Towne, on the west bank of the
Ashley River, James Towne, on James Island which borders the
west bank of the Ashley; and Oyster Point, or New Charles
Towne, on the point between the Ashley and Cooper rivers.
First Settlers lists names of settlers, names and numbers of their
families, places of residence, and points of origin. Professions or
trades, position, if any, in the local government, and data on
servants and slaves are included. Many Florida families, particu-
larly in northeast Florida, trace their ancestry back to these
South Carolina settlers, and this booklet will be of special
interest to them. It can be ordered from the University of South
Carolina Press, Columbia 29208. It sells for $1.45.
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The University of South Carolina Press has also republished
Red Carolinians by Chapman J. Milling, with a foreword by
A. S. Salley. Originally published in 1940, it is the story of the
early southeastern Indian tribes. Some thirty tribes or bands of
Indians lived within the borders of the present state of South
Carolina, and many more came under the influence of the
Charles Towne government. Because of this, Red Carolinians
involves Indian groups as far away as the Timucua of Florida,
the Natchez of Mississippi, and the Mohawk and Seneca of New
York. The book has long been out of print, and although it is
somewhat outdated as the result of more recent scholarship,
its reissuance is very welcome. The book sells for $10.00.
The University of South Carolina Press has published two
additional volumes in its Documentary History of the United
States series of which Richard B. Morris is general editor. Basis
of the Plantation Society was edited by Aubrey C. Land and
The French Tradition in America edited by Yves F. Coltvany.
Several of the documents in the latter volume relate to Louisi-
ana and West Florida. They each sell for $7.95. They are
available in paperback from Harper & Row of New York.
In 1880 Albion Winegar Tourgee, a former Union officer
from Ohio, published a novel, Bricks Without Straw, which
quickly became an American best seller. Tourgee had lived in
North Carolina during Reconstruction, and he became actively
involved in the Radical Republican politics of that state. He
was an astute and reliable observer of the Reconstruction scene,
and his book delineates the problems and the continuing dilem-
ma of the freedmen of the South. Louisiana State University
Press has published a new edition of this book in its series,
The Library of Southern Civilization. Professor Otto H. Olsen,
author of Carpetbagger’s Crusade, a biography of Tourgee, has
written an introduction to the new edition, and in it he evalu-
ates the book, its author, and their impact on the Reconstruction
period. The book sells for $10.00.
Wendell Holmes Stephenson’s Alexander Porter: Whig
Planter of Old Louisiana was published originally by Louisiana
State University in 1934 as part of its University Studies. It is
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the story of the life and political career of an important Louisi-
anan and an important Southerner in the early National period
of American history. In his preface, Professor Stephenson noted
that Louisiana’s political history in the Middle Period had been
neglected. This was equally true of Southern history. This
historical malaise has not changed too much in thirty-six years.
Alexander Porter has been reprinted in the DaCapo Press Re-
print Series, The American Scene, edited by Wallace D. Farn-
ham. It is available from Plenum Publishing Corporation, New
York. The price is $10.00.
The Southern South by Albert Bushnell Hart was published
in 1912. It is now being republished in the DaCapo Series.
Professor Hart noted in his Introduction that he was ignoring
“those parts of the South, such as the peninsula of Florida, which
are really transplanted portions of the North.” The book lists
for $17.50.
Another in The American Scene series is The Circuit Rider
Dismounts: A Social History of Southern Methodism, 1865-1900
by Hunter Dickinson Farish. It was published originally in
1938. Religion played a vital role in the lives of Southerners
in the post-Civil War period. They turned to it perhaps to
escape the trials of everyday life and to try to find some hope for
a future “bright with promise.” The Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, was particularly energetic and zealous in its
activities. A major problem facing all  southern Protestant
churches, and indeed all American churches, was what to do
with the freedmen. A whole chapter is devoted to this contro-
versial matter. Florida seems to have been generally ignored
in this study, except that the author did point out the influence
the state had in the rising enthusiasm of the national temperance
campaign. The book sells for $17.50, and it may also be ordered
from Plenum Publishing Company. 
The Northern Teacher in the South, 1862-1870, by Henry
Lee Swint and A History of Transportation in the Eastern
Cotton Belt to 1860 by Ulrich Bonnell Phillips have been re-
printed by Octagon Books Company of New York. The Swint
study was published originally by Vanderbilt University Press
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in 1941. Professor Swint’s Dear Ones At Home, a group of letters
written by northern teachers working in the South during and
immediately after the Civil War, was reviewed in the Florida
Historical Quarterly (October 1967), Volume XLVI. There are
Florida references in The Northern Teacher in the South. The
book was important when it first appeared and remains so today
because it points up how the lack of skill and the prevalence of
ignorance among both whites and blacks has hindered southern
progress during the past 100 years. The book sells for $8.00.
Professor Phillips’ book was published originally by Columbia
University Press in 1908. While it concentrates mainly on the
history of transportation in Georgia and South Carolina, there
is some data on Florida railroads. Professor Phillips was in error
as to the date of the construction of the Tallahassee-St. Marks
railroad. The reprint of his book sells for $10.50.
The fourth volume of the Naval Documents of the American
Revolution series has been published by the United States Naval
History Division. It covers the European Theatre from February
1-May 25, 1776, and the American Theatre, February 9-May
25, 1776. Several items relating to naval matters in East and
West Florida are included. These relate to British defenses for
Pensacola and St. Augustine and the attempt to provide some
ship protection for the East Florida coast. Edited by the late
William Bell Clark, all the volumes can be ordered from the
U. S. Superintendent of Documents, Washington 20402. The
price for Volume IV is $14.25.
Among the recently published paperbacks is Carl Ortwin
Sauer’s The Early Spanish Main by the University of California
Press, Berkeley. It sells for $2.45. It was reviewed in the Florida
Historical Quarterly (October 1967), Volume XLVI. After
Slavery: The Negro in South Carolina During Reconstruction,
1861-1877, by Joel Williamson is a University of North Carolina
Press publication, and it sells for $3.45. Allegiance in America:
The Case of the Loyalists, edited by G. N. D. Evans, is in the
Themes and Social Forces in American History Series, edited by
Robin W. Winks, and is published by Addison-Wesley Publish-
ing Company, Reading, Massachusetts. This monograph exam-
ines the question of “loyalty” from the time of the American
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Revolution through the 1960s. Henry Steele Commager presents
“a historian’s summary.” It lists for $3.25.
The University of Georgia Press, Athens, has published
Confederate Shipbuilding by William N. Still, Jr., who is a
specialist on the study of Confederate armoured vessels. He
explores the successful efforts by Southerners to build warships,
notwithstanding serious weaknesses like internal dissension with-
in the Confederate government, and a lack of adequate indus-
trial, financial, and transportation facilities. Professor Still briefly
examines the role of the Pensacola Navy Yard prior to the
surrender of that facility and the city in the spring of 1862.
This monograph sells for $3.00.
The Thomas A. Edison Album by Lawrence A. Frost, con-
tains several illustrations of Mr. Edison at his Fort Myers home
and laboratory. Edison spent several weeks in the spring of
1884 in St. Augustine with his first wife. She had hoped that
the climate might help her regain her health, but she died
shortly after returning to the North. Two years later, Edison
had remarried, and the couple spent a two-months honeymoon
at Fort Myers. They were delighted with the climate and the
beautiful trees and flowers growing along the southern Gulf
coast. The following year, Mr. Edison came up river from Punta
Rassa to Fort Myers to see the tropical bamboo growing in local
gardens and shortly afterwards he purchased a home there. Mr.
Edison’s friends and associates-Henry Ford, John Burroughs,
and Harvey Firestone-were often in Fort Myers, and the Fords
purchased a winter home near Edison’s Seminole lodge. The
Edison Album is published by Superior Publishing Company, of
Seattle, Washington. It sells for $12.95.
Mildred Lawrence frequently uses a Florida background for
her “young adult novels.” Once at the Weary Why ($3.75), and
Inside the Gate ($3.50) are published by Harcourt, Brace &
World, New York.
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The Annual Meeting
The Florida Historical Society will hold its annual meeting
in Tampa, May 8 and 9, at the Manger Inn. Anthony Pizzo
and Captain John B. Ware are in charge of local arrangements.
The University of South Florida, Tampa University, and the
Hillsborough County Historical Commission will act as official
hosts. Dr. James W. Covington of Tampa University is program
chairman. Presenting papers will be Dr. Robert L. Gold, Uni-
versity of Southern Illinois; Mrs. Bonnie Fennelly, Florida State
University; Dr. Wayne Flynt, Samford University (Birming-
ham); Captain John D. Ware, Tampa; and Dr. Durward Long,
University Center System, University of Wisconsin. Hampton
Dunn of Tampa will be the discussant at the Saturday morning
session which will be devoted to the history of the Tampa Bay
area. A special workshop session Friday morning will analyze
the problems facing local historical societies and commissions
in collecting and preserving archives and making them available
to researchers and scholars. Edward N. Johnson, acting archivist
of the Florida Division of Archives, History and Records Man-
agement, Miss Audrey Broward, Jacksonville University Library,
Frank Laumer, Dade City, and Clifton L. Paisley, research edi-
tor, office of the Dean of the Graduate School, Florida State
University, will participate in this workshop.
Mrs. Gloria Jahoda of Tallahassee is the banquet speaker
Saturday night. She is the author of The Other Florida and The
Road to Samarkand: Frederick Delius and His Music (reviewed
in this number of the Florida Historical  Quarterly .  Dr.
Samuel Proctor, editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly, will
announce the recipient of the Arthur W. Thompson Memorial
Prize in Florida History for 1970, and Milton D. Jones will make
the Award of Merit-Excellence in Presentation of Florida His-
tory by News Media.
The Board of Directors will hold its meeting on Thursday
evening. The business luncheon on Saturday will be convened
by Dr. Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., president of the Society. Election
of officers, committee reports, and adoption of resolutions are
important items on the business agenda. The local arrangements
[ 452 ]
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committee is planning a tour of the historic area of Ybor City
on Saturday afternoon and will be hosts at a reception before
the banquet that evening.
Florida Historical Quarterly Microfilm
Microfilm of the first twenty-three volumes of the Florida
Historical Quarterly (1908-1909; 1924-1945) are available for
sale. There are four reels of positive film, each selling for $9.00.
Additional volumes of the Quarterly will be microfilmed if there
is sufficient interest. For additional information, write Miss
Margaret L. Chapman, executive secretary, University of South
Florida Library, Tampa 33620.
 Speakers’ Bureau
The Florida Historical Society sponsors a speakers’ bureau,
and will put historical, civic, and community groups in touch
with members of the Society who are knowledgeable about local
and Florida history. Members willing to speak on any phase of
Florida history and organizations desiring a speaker are asked
to communicate with Dr. Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., 352 Little
Hall, University of Florida, Gainesville 32601.
Cape Florida Lighthouse Museum
The Florida Park system is opening a historical complex in
Cape Florida State Park on Key Biscayne at Miami. The Florida
State Museum’s exhibits department has been working more
than a year on the research and the exhibits which will include
the lighthouse and a reconstructed lighthouse keeper’s residence.
The latter contains a museum on the first floor and a second
floor restored to the period when it was occupied from 1825
until 1878. The landscaping around this building will include
plantings that were similar to the ones that Dr. Henry Perrine
shipped up from Indian Key to the lighthouse keeper in the
1830s. The lighthouse was erected in 1825.
The complex will feature an exhibit technique new to the
Florida Park museums known as “By-Word.” It is a concept of
exhibit sound that floats prerecorded material through a mag-
netic field which the visitor listens to with a wireless head set.
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The history of the lighthouse and the story of the two men who
were on duty there in 1836, at the outbreak of the Second Semi-
nole War, has been recorded. On July 23, 1836, Indians attacked
the lighthouse, killing one man; the other lived to tell the
dramatic story of the battle.
Florida American Revolution Bicentennial Committee
Governor Claude Kirk, at the request of President Nixon,
has appointed Florida’s American Revolution Bicentennial
Steering Committee. The purpose of this committee is to de-
velop guidelines for Florida’s participation in the Bicentennial
Celebration by making recommendations to the legislature and
the governor. The committee will also serve as liaison with
President Nixon’s National American Revolution Bicentennial
Commission. Lieutenant Governor Ray C. Osborne will serve
as the honorary chairman of the Florida committee. Other
members are Pat Dodson, member of the Board of Regents and
former secretary of the Florida Historical Society, serving as
executive chairman; Robert Williams, director of the State
History, Archives, and Records Managements Division; Dr.
Herbert Doherty, Jr., president of the Florida Historical Society;
Dr. Stanley Marshall, president of Florida State University;
Floyd Christian, commissioner of education; Les Johnson, Mi-
ami; John Ring, president of the Greater Miami Chamber of
Commerce; Professor F. Blair Reeves, University of Florida;
Allen Morris, clerk of the Florida House of Representatives; and
Don Shoemaker, editor of the Miami Herald. Also appointed to
the committee are four members of the Florida House and Sen-
ate: Edmond J. Gong, Miami; Beth Johnson, Cocoa Beach;
Harold Wilson, Clearwater; and James Glisson of Lake City.
Local Historical Societies and Commissions
Alachua County Historical Society: The Society meets
monthly, and recent speakers included Professor John Slaughter
of the University of Florida who discussed “Early Spanish
Weaponry,” Father Michael V. Gannon who described some of
the early missions in the Alachua area, Dr. John R. Dunkle who
talked on St. Augustine, and Dr. Herbert J. Doherty, Jr. who
discussed nineteenth century Florida railroads. Dr. Charles A.
Hoffman, Jr., is president of the Society.
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Brevard County Historical Society: The Society held a joint
meeting on January 18 with the South Brevard County His-
torical Society, the Brevard County Historical Commission, and
the Brevard County Anthropological Society. Colonel O. Z.
Tyler, former president of the Jacksonville Historical Society,
was the speaker, and his topic was “Osceola.”
Clay County Historical Society and Clay County Historical
Commission: The Reverend Thomas D. Ryan, Jr., serves as
president of the Society and as chairman of the Historical Com-
mission. George Carlisle, clerk of the county court, is the Com-
mission secretary. Mrs. Minnie Lou Clark of Middleburg is
vice-president of the Society, and Mrs. Norma Elliott of Green
Cove Springs is secretary. Both organizations hold quarterly
meetings, and they are cooperating in the writing of a short his-
tory of Clay County which they plan to publish this year.
Collier County Historical Society: Recent archeological exca-
vations on Marco Island were financed in part by the Collier
County Historical Society in cooperation with the Marco Island
Development Corporation. L. Ross Morrell, director of the
state Bureau of Historic Sites and Properties (Department of
Archives, History and Records Management), described the
Marco Island findings to the Society membership at a meeting
in January 1970. Mr. Morrell and a crew of students were in
charge of the excavations during the past three years.
Dunedin Historical Society: The first annual meeting of the
recently organized Dunedin Historical Society was held on the
evening of January 29, 1970, at the Dunedin Country Club.
There are more than 140 charter members in the Society. It is
making plans to use the railroad passenger station on Main
Street as a museum, and the former station master, a member of
the Society, will be in charge of the museum.
Florida Anthropological Society: At its annual meeting in
March in Daytona Beach, the following officers were elected:
James W. Covington (Tampa),  president;  Carl  A. Benson
(Orlando), first vice-president; William M. Goza (Clearwater),
second vice-president; and Sarah B. Benson (Orlando), secre-
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tary-treasurer. Ripley P. Bullen of the Florida State Museum
is editor of The Florida Anthropologist. Two local chapters
of the Society have been organized recently in Pinellas county
and West Florida (Panama City, Fort Walton Beach, and Pensa-
cola.) The members of the Pinellas County Chapter have been
spending their weekends recently in digs in the St. Petersburg-
Pinellas Point area.
Florida Genealogical Society: The Society, which has its
offices in Tampa, reports the following officers: Mrs. Wilson L.
Baker, president; Mrs. F. M. Dugger, vice-president; Mrs. Charles
Boyer, recording secretary; Mrs. Eddie Coalla, corresponding
secretary; and Mrs. Don Evans, treasurer. Theodore Lesley,
Frank L. Adams, and W. Earl Hall are directors, and Mrs.
Overton Ganong is librarian. Mr. Lesley is editor of the “Florida
Genealogical Journal.” The February 1970 number of the
“Journal” carried a listing of burial places of some Florida
Confederate soldiers. 
Fort Lauderdale Historical Society: Officers are Mrs. William
G. Hardy, president and director; George W. English, Sr., and
Mrs. Frank Stranahan, vice-presidents; Mrs. A. J. Beck, secretary;
and James S. Hunt, Sr., R. M. Gardner, N. B. Cheaney, August
Burghard, and C. P. Weidling, Jr., and Mrs. Frank Stranahan,
directors. “New River News,” the Society’s publication, has
devoted its recent issues to the history of some of the important
municipal agencies of the community, including the first burial
ground in Fort Lauderdale. The January number carried the
reprint of an article on the Seminole Indians written by Mrs.
Frank Stranahan. The Fort Lauderdale Historical Preservation
Council has held meetings recently to study proposed plans for
the restoration of the New River Inn.
Halifax Historical Society: Elected at its annual meeting in
January 1970 were the following officers: Harley L. Freeman,
president; Hazelle C. Fenty, vice-president; Elam V. Martin,
treasurer; and Mable D. Martin, secretary. The Society main-
tains the Daytona Beach Historical Museum with Stanley Howe
as curator.
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Jacksonville Historical Society: Mr. Arthur G. Foster was the
speaker at the program meeting of the Jacksonville Historical
Society on February 11, 1970. His topic was “James D. Bur-
bridge, Theatrical Pioneer,” and Mr. Foster illustrated his talk
with slides. The Society presented an exhibition of antique dolls
and toys at the opening of the Jacksonville Children’s Museum.
Key West, Old Island Restoration Foundation: “Old Island
Days,” one of the major Florida events, is presented annually by
the Old Island Restoration Foundation. This year the Old
Island Parade on January 30, began the activities. There were
also house and garden tours, flower, art, antique, and fashion
shows, bake sales, a conch shell blowing contest, and a barber
shop quartet singing competition, all climaxed with a “blessing
of the fleet” ceremony on February 28. Of special interest to
Florida historians is the Martello Gallery and Museum and the
Lighthouse Military Museum in Key West which are under the
supervision of the Key West Art and Historical Society. Con-
struction of Martello Tower was begun in 1861 by the Union
forces then occupying Key West. It was used by the United
States War Department during the Spanish American War and
in World Wars I and II. In 1956 the property was turned over
to Monroe County, and it operates as an art and historical
museum. The Lighthouse Museum is in the lighthouse tower
built in 1846. The tower has been repaired several times since,
and in 1894 its height was increased twenty feet. Army, navy,
and air space exhibits are featured.
Lake County Historical Society: The Society maintains an
office and a museum in Tavares, and plans are presently under-
way for construction of a new and larger museum building.
There are quarterly program meetings. Officers are Ben S. Bur-
ton, president; Paul H. Reed, vice-president; Frank E. Owens,
secretary-treasurer, and Mrs. Lyn Reed, librarian. There is
also a research committee and nineteen directors representing
various parts of Lake County. The museum and library collect
documents, artifacts, pictures, newspapers, and tape recordings
relating to the history of the area.
Madison County Historical Society: Officers of the organiza-
tion are Mrs. W. C. Copeland, Jr., president; Harold Bell, vice-
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president; Mrs. Van H. Priest, vice-president; and Edwin B.
Browning, Sr., historian. The Society meets regularly, furnishes
historical information to the area newspapers, and encourages
interest and study in the rich history of Madison County.
Okaloosa-Walton Counties Historical Society: The inaugural
meeting of the Society in November 1969 was addressed by Dr.
Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., president of the Florida Historical So-
ciety. Speaking in the library of the Okaloosa-Walton Junior
College at Ft. Walton Beach, Dr. Doherty discussed the work
and importance of local historical societies and commissions and
delineated appropriate activities which such organizations might
best emphasize. The Society has been organized under the
leadership of the Okaloosa County Historical Commission.
Orange County Historical Commission: B. A. Cheney is
chairman, and Kenneth D. Kienth is secretary of the Orange
County Commission. Rolland Dean is editor of the “Orange
County Historical Quarterly.” Its latest issue carried an article
describing “Orange County’s Forgotten Fort McNeil.” The
Commission plans to place an historical marker on State Road
532 marking the site of the fort.
Palm Beach County Historical Society: Dr. Susan B. An-
thony, great-niece of the leader of the American Suffrage Move-
ment, Miss Dena Snodgrass of Jacksonville, and Hampton Dunn
were recent program speakers. Dr Anthony described her Aunt
Susan’s visit to Florida (Orange City and Daytona Beach) in
1905; Miss Snodgrass’s topic was “Sweet Land by the Sea, Ft.
George Island, Florida,” and Hampton Dunn gave a talk en-
titled “Florida, from the Huguenots to the Astronauts.” Grover
C. Herring is president of the Society; Dr. Samuel M. Lindsey
and James R. Knott are vice-presidents; Jane Green is secretary;
Arthur E. Barrow is treasurer; and Kenneth I. Van Der Hulse
is assistant treasurer.
Pensacola Historical Society: The Society meets regularly at
its museum in Old Christ Church on Seville Square. Professors
A. B. Thomas and Ernest F. Dibble of the University of West
Florida and Penn Harvey, were the speakers at a recent member-
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ship meetings. The museum’s artifacts, books, and manuscripts
are being utilized by University of West Florida students who
are evaluating the historic sites of Pensacola and Escambia
County. The Society has reproduced the June 15, 1863 issue of
the Santa Rosa (Fort Pickens) News Boy for its members.
Pinellas County Historical Commission: Plans are underway
for a new museum display of charts, maps, and artifacts depicting
protohuman and human life in Pinellas County and Florida
for the past 10,000 years. These new exhibits are possible be-
cause of additional space that has been made available to the
Commission. Fifty year service certificates have been awarded
to the Clearwater Sun and the St. Petersburg Times and Eve-
ning Independent. The Commission plans to present fifty-year
certificates to other Pinellas County enterprises which have been
in operation for at least a half century. Ralph D. Reed is
executive director of the Commission, and members are E. Rein-
hold Rodgers, William M. Goza, Frank F. Bushnell, Walter P.
Fuller, and Colonel H. M. Salley of Tarpon Springs. A dis-
tinguished service award was made to the Clearwater Junior
Service League in recognition of its volunteer service with the
Pinellas County Historical Museum.
Safety Harbor Area Historical Society: The Society’s new
museum at 123 Main Street, Safety Harbor, was officially opened
on January 25, 1970. Some 250 people were present. It features
archaeological artifacts found at various Pinellas County sites
including Bayview Mound, Boot Ranch, and Philippe Park.
Gustave Nelson is president of the Society and Sam Prentice
is museum director. Its monthly newsletter is entitled “Toco-
baga.” The Society, in cooperation with the Pinellas County
Historical Commission, held a debate between Walter P. Fuller
of St. Petersburg and Warren E. Wilkinson of Jacksonville Beach
on February 25, 1970, on the subject of Hernando de Soto’s
landing in Florida and the route of his march. William M.
Goza, former president of the Florida Historical Society, acted
as moderator.
Santa Fe River Historical Society: The Society has launched
an active oral history taping program and interviews with
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pioneer settlers and residents of the area. The main concentra-
tion will be on the people associated with early railroad and
phosphate activities. At a recent meeting, Dr. Samuel Proctor
spoke on “Oral History for the Local History Society.”
Southwest Florida Historical Society: The Society, which has
its offices in the Lee County Courthouse, Fort Myers, has re-
sumed publication of its “Newsletter.” Alberta Rawchuck and
Kenneth Helper are the editors. Harmon Turner of Naples
was the speaker at the February 1970 meeting, and his topic was
“Early Land Surveys in South Florida.” Lloyd Hendry spoke at
the March meeting on “Law, Order, and Jurisprudence South of
the Caloosahatchee.” 
St. Augustine Historical Society: The annual membership
meeting of the Society was held in January, and a color movie
entitled This is Frederica was shown during the program part
of the meeting. It portrayed the daily life of settlers in this
small British fortified town of Frederica, Georgia. Established
in 1736, Frederica served as a post protecting Savannah from
Spanish Florida. Joyce Harman’s Trade and Privateering in
Spanish Florida, 1732-1763 has been published by the Society
and is available for sale. The Society has awarded citations to
past members of the St. Augustine Historical Restoration and
Preservation Committee: H. P. Wolfe, W. F. Rolleston, William
L. Simms, II, J. Saxtons Lloyd, Leonard A. Usina, Kent S. Mc-
Kinley, Sam T. Dill, and Mrs. C. D. Powers, Sr. Officers of the St.
Augustine Historical Society are W. I. Drysdale, president; N. P.
Calhoun, vice-president; W. J. Winter, secretary; Roy O. Barnes,
treasurer; Luis R. Arana, librarian;, and W. W. Wilson, Father
Michael V. Gannon, and Norton Baskin, directors. J. T. Van
Campen is director emeritus.
St. Lucie County Historical Society: The Society holds regu-
lar monthly supper meetings, and individuals who are specialists
in the history of St. Lucie County and Florida are invited to
speak. In the Society’s monthly news letter Walter R. Hellier,
county historian, includes interesting and informative historical
notes about the St. Lucie County area. Officers are J. D. Almond,
president; W. F. Richards, vice-president; Mrs. Clifton D. Davis,
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secretary; and Mrs. George O. Cox, treasurer. The Society spon-
sors an historical essay contest for local high school students,
and the prize is a United States savings bond.
St. Petersburg Historical Society: The St. Petersburg His-
torical Museum, the Haas Museum, and the Grace Turner
House are sponsored and supported by the St. Petersburg His-
torical Society. “The Seabreeze,” which began publication in
1964, contains information about the historical activities of St.
Petersburg and Pinellas County. Officers of the Society are Lorin
B. Smith, president; Larry E. Welke, vice-president; Ruth
Leatherman, treasurer; Martha Golub, recording secretary; Mrs.
Robert R. Massey, corresponding secretary; and Ethel Chapman,
historical research secretary.
Tallahassee Historical Society: The officers of the Society,
which is one of the oldest in Florida, are: P. F. Wallis Prater,
president; William Warren Rogers, vice-president; Daisy Parker,
secretary; O. Burton Adams, treasurer; and, Mrs. D. Avant, Sr.,
director.
Tarpon Springs Historical Society: Under the presidency of
Colonel H. M. Salley, who was also recently appointed a member
of the Pinellas County Historical Commission, the Society has
sponsored recently a reception and tea. It placed on display at
the Tarpon Springs Public Library a valuable collection of
pictures and artifacts of the area. The society has a membership
of more than 300.
Notices
Among those participating in the Hollins Conference on
Creative Writing and Cinema, June 15-27, 1970, are Professor
W. R. Robinson of the University of Florida. Dr. Robert H.
Akerman, Florida Southern College and a member of the board
of directors of the Florida Historical Society, and Governor
LeRoy Collins are listed as visiting lecturers. For more informa-
tion write Hollins Summer Conference, Hollins College, Vir-
ginia 24020.
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OBITUARY
Theodore Pratt
Theodore Pratt, author, short story writer, and essayist, died
suddenly December 15, 1969, at Delray Beach, Florida, of a heart
attack. Mr. Pratt, a long time member of the Florida Historical
Society and a member of the board of editors of the Florida
Historical Quarterly, was the author of thirty-five books. Four-
teen of these are about Florida, and include his famed Florida
trilogy, The Barefoot Mailman, The Flame Tree, and The Big
Bubble, which trace the history of South Florida from 1880
through the collapse of the real estate boom in 1925. Seminole,
The Money, Mercy Island, his collection of short stories, Florida
Roundabout, and several of his mysteries are also about Florida.
Five of his books were made into movies, and his play Big Blow
ran for six months on Broadway. He has frequently been re-
ferred to as “the literary laureate of Florida.”
A native of Minneapolis, Mr. Pratt lived in New York and
in Europe before moving to Florida in 1934. He lived in Lake
Worth and Boca Raton, before moving to Delray Beach. Prior
to his death, Mr. Pratt gave his collection of letters, manu-
scripts, first and foreign editions of his books, and other memora-
bilia to Florida Atlantic University. The collection is housed
in the Theodore Pratt Room in the university library.
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MINUTES OF THE DIRECTORS’ MEETING
FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
President Herbert J. Doherty, Jr. convened the semi-annual
meeting of the officers and directors of the Florida Historical
Society at 10:00 a.m. in the board room of the Orlando Public
Library, December 13, 1969. Present in addition to Dr. Doherty
were James C. Craig, John E. Johns, Mrs. Milton D. Jones,
Margaret L. Chapman, Samuel Proctor, Robert H. Akerman,
Luis Arana, Mrs. T. O. Bruce, August Burghard, Baynard Ken-
drick, N. E. Bill Miller, Thelma Peters, Mrs. O. C. Peterson,
James A. Servies, John D. Ware, Clara E. Wendel, and W.
Robert Williams. 
Dr. Doherty welcomed the group and expressed a special
greeting to Miss Chapman who had not been present at the
annual meeting because of illness. He also thanked Miss Wendel
for making the library available for the meeting. Dr. Doherty
advised that the committees for the annual meeting have been
appointed and that Dr. James Covington of Tampa University
is program chairman. The nominating committee has selected
Milton D. Jones as its chairman.
Miss Chapman, executive secretary, submitted her interim
reports on finance and membership. The total cash on hand as
of November 30, 1969, is $27,347.21. This includes $2,699.90
in the Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Fund; $1,745.72 in the
Father Jerome Memorial Fund; and $11,019.32 in the Julien C.
Yonge Publication Fund. The membership count as of Decem-
ber 1 is 1,530. The membership has remained constant despite
increased dues and there have been no cancellations reported
because of the increase. Contributions to the Julien C. Yonge
Publication Fund are still being received. Miss Chapman asked
permission to spend $500 for binding of periodicals and for
laminating valuable materials in the Florida Historical Society
Library. The request was granted.
Dr. Samuel Proctor, editor of the Florida Historical Quar-
terly, again thanked Pat Dodson and his firm, Dodson, Crad-
dock and Born Advertising, Inc., of Pensacola, for their help in
[463]
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redesigning the journal. “Florida Manuscript Acquisitions and
Accessions,” “Florida History in Periodicals,” and “Florida His-
tory Research in Progress” will be regular annual features in
the Quarterly. Starting with the January 1970 number, the
Quarterly will increase its run to 1,650 copies. Dr. Proctor
expressed his thanks to all those who work on the journal and
who serve as members of the Editorial Advisory Board. Miss
Chapman said that, she is investigating the costs of reprinting
the Quarterly and will report when information is available.
The first twenty-three volumes of the Quarterly are available, on
positive microfilm and may be ordered from Miss Chapman
for $9.00 a reel.
Mr. Craig, membership chairman, was called upon, and he
thanked Miss Chapman for her report. Dr. Johns, properties
chairman, reported that he is making steady progress in locating
the property belonging to the Society. Some material is in St.
Augustine, some is at Stetson University, and there is a small
collection of books in Jacksonville. The largest number of items
are in the Florida State Museum in Gainesville and there are a
few items in the J. Hillis Miller Medical Center Library, Gaines-
ville. Senator Williams reported that General Services had ap-
proved the appropriation for a building for his Division of
Archives, History and Records Management, but more steps
are needed before the building becomes a reality. Some arrange-
ments for storing the Society’s museum properties may be
worked out.
Captain Ware announced preliminary plans for the annual
meeting in May. The Manger Inn has been selected as the con-
vention hotel, and Anthony P. Pizzo is chairman of the local
arrangements committee. An organizational meeting on local
arrangements was held on September 22, 1969. Captain Ware
stated that three historical maps of Florida have been printed
for distribution at the convention, and Miss Chapman noted
that these are being presented through the courtesy of Captain
Ware. Arrangements are being made for sight seeing in Ybor
City and a luncheon on Saturday, May 9, at the Columbia Res-
taurant. President Doherty stated that the board will meet on
Thursday evening. There will be a workshop Friday morning
which will pertain to archives, their feasibility, and use. There
will be papers on Friday afternoon, Saturday morning’s session
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will be devoted to the history of the Tampa Bay area. It will
be followed by the business meeting. The banquet is scheduled
for Saturday night.
Dr. Doherty stated that he will dispose of the St. Marks
Lighthouse matter in accordance with recommendations from
Mr. Miller. He also described the speakers’ bureau. Some three
dozen people have volunteered to talk on various subjects to
local societies, but there have been few requests for speakers.
Most local groups do not have the money to pay speakers
either an honorarium or expenses, and speakers are sometimes
reluctant to offer their services without compensation. Dr.
Doherty called for volunteers for the project.
Dr. Proctor stated that he hoped that a newsletter could be
published again at least twice yearly, and that it could be
utilized to establish increased communication between the Flor-
ida Historical Society and local, county, and regional historical
associations in the state. There are more than forty such groups
in Florida. The University of South Florida supports the So-
ciety’s business operations and houses its library, and the Uni-
versity of Florida subsidizes the Quarterly. Dr. Proctor called on
some other state or private institution to underwrite the news-
letter. Senator Williams said that he would consider doing this
if he gets a suitable appropriation. Dr. Doherty said that this
would be placed on the agenda to be discussed at the board
meeting in May.
Dr. Proctor next reported on the plan to recognize living
former presidents of the Florida Historical Society at the banquet
in May. All will be invited to attend and a certificate will be
presented to each of them.
The president nominated Dr. Thelma Peters as regional vice-
president representing southeast Florida and the Board ap-
proved. Through Senator Williams, the Division of Archives,
History and Records Management has requested permission to
use the Society’s mailing list for the distribution of historical
materials which it is planning to mail out. The list would be
on a computer controlled by Senator Williams, and it could
not be used for the benefit of any other organizations without
approval of the Society. Senator Williams said he would have
no objections to the Society using the Division’s longer list if
approval of the groups involved were received. Mr. Miller
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pointed out that there were safeguards to protect the list and
that the Society’s membership would have the benefit of receiv-
ing the material prepared by the Division. Dr. Proctor moved
that the current mailing list of the Society be made available
to the Division for the purpose of circulating the Division’s
material, and that the list should not be released without the
prior written approval of the Society. The motion was approved.
Miss Chapman read portions of a resolution from the Peace
River Valley Historical Society regarding its support for the
historical marker program. Senator Williams stated that he
was happy to have an endorsement of the marker program and
he welcomed the support of the Florida Historical Society. There
being no objection the Board endorsed the resolution. The bill
providing for the development of materials for use in teaching
Florida history was discussed next. Dr. Proctor reported that
with the support of Representative William Bevis, the Florida
House and Senate had passed a concurrent resolution memo-
rializing Dr. Rembert W. Patrick in May 1969. Copies of this
were sent to Mrs. Patrick.
Dr. Proctor stated that an Historic American Building Sur-
vey exhibit of photographs of historic structures, including sev-
eral from St. Augustine and Key West, was at the University of
Florida. A workshop on architectural preservation is scheduled
to be held in Gainesville on February 20 and 21, 1970. Senator
Williams said that the Federal Bureau of the Budget has au-
thorized the Department of Interior to release more matching
funds for architectural preservation for the next fiscal year, and
some funds may be available for Florida. Dr. Proctor noted that
the First Annual Gulf Coast History and Humanities Confer-
ence had been held in Pensacola in December 1969, and a second
conference is planned for next year.
President Doherty recognized each director and thanked all
for attending the meeting. The session was adjourned at 12:20
Respectfully submitted, 
ALVA L. JONES
Recording Secretary  
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April    3-4   Florida Conference of
College Teachers of
History Pensacola
April 15-18 Organization of American
Historians Los Angeles, Calif.
May 7-9 FLORIDA HISTORI- MANGER
CAL SOCIETY 68TH H O T E L
ANNUAL MEETING TAMPA
Sept. 23-26 American Association for
State and Local
History Kansas City, Mo.
Sept. 30- Society of American
Oct. 2 Archivists Washington, D. C.
Nov. 11-14 Southern Historical
Association Louisville, Ky.
Nov. 13-16 National Colloquium on “Asilomar”
Oral History Carmel, Calif.
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T H E  F L O R I D A  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF FLORIDA, 1856
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, successor, 1902
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HERBERT J. DOHERTY, JR., president
JAMES C. CRAIG, president-elect
JOHN E. JOHNS, vice-president
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MARGARET L. CHAPMAN, executive secretary and librarian
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The Florida Historical Society supplies the Quarterly to its
members. The annual membership fee is $7.50, but special
memberships of $15.00, $50.00, $75.00, and $150.00 are available.
Correspondence relating to membership and subscriptions should
be addressed to Margaret Chapman, Executive Secretary, Uni-
versity of South Florida Library, Tampa, Florida 33620. In-
quiries concerning back numbers of the Quarterly should be
directed to Miss Chapman.
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